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FP, with-two more ) the ſaid bindle, AS HS, as 
$ E Tonveyed im Manufeript to divers hands ( 45 a 
| I Anſwer to mine) which providentially {ba 


ago, which then T per uſe ed, and collefted the principal 


Argumentation, and their Objettions, which I have 
here inſerted, in their own' very words" ('as I have-* 


Reply to each particular, for the clearing the Truth, 
and to manifeſt his and their abuſe there; . and their 
groſs perverſion of the holy $ criptures, together with 
thery felf Contradittions, which arevery apparent and 
eafie to be ſeen” by any ' unhyaſſ ed : And not only. 


mity, 'izainſt the'DoCtrine of Perfe&tion" (both as 
it relates to the erally anitified,"#nd to their Faith 
' "and praces, which theſe Presbyters accuſe, not only 
wich Fr perfection but with'Sin') Ther darkneſs 
againſt the Ligh of Chriſt within; Their cruel par- 
© tially Yhe free extent of Saving Grace; 
their Fu dunbelief agdinft the Sufficiency of the 
Holy Spirits teaching ; ' their grof. s Tonorance and 
feorn aganif\DivineTnfpiration, ard Immediate 
Teachitig'n theſe dayes'; their catndl mindedneſs 
() Jo: theix RISGNELD Ordinances of men.) againſt 


_ «lony time was- brought to myhands about fonr years 


Heads and Paſſages init, both of Dofrine, ſeeming 


their Book in Maruſe cript toevince ) and I wrote a 


their weakneſs anil defeftion opyears, but their en 


£06.” 


4) 


# 


the AY wif ationsef my Goh el; mn. "s nw 
New Covenant { whivein the Antityp : of 4 
even the enduring | ſubſtance; and nit 68 things 
thetaſclves are enjoyed by vhe deaths hired Chil. 

- dren ofthe ib da above allTypes, Sha- 
dows, and outward Repreſentations or Memen- 
to's whatſoever.) Theſe and thelike things are ſpo-- 
ken to in my following Reply :'4 Coppy whereof was 
fe ent ito: Scotlarid; for thoſe concerned,” foon after 
it was written ; wheref ( 45 Tam informed ) Edw. 
Jamiſon, had a a Coppy ; but ſince 1 bad no further 
Anſwer nor Reply from him. 

And now, fince ſome of our Friends in Seeded 
conſidering that there would be 4 ſervice m making 
the following Reply mare Publick, and Knowing. 
that the [aid E.dw. Jamiſon with divers more of his 
Brethren are of contentious and boaſting ſpirits,” and 
yet ſeem not ready or willing to take notice of ſuch 
things as pinch them, while not made Publick ( 4s in- 
this Caſe ) divers of our Friends in Scotland have 
bereupon deſired the Printing and Publiſhing of 
thi my Reply ; 4nd,in Anſwer to their Requeſts, 

_ Thavegiven them my firſt Copy thereof to divulge, 
defiring that all who Read it , may-weigh-the-things- - 
' therein centained, and that they eye and have regard N 
_ tothat Light of the Son of God in thejr Conſci- 
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PRINCIPAL. CONTROVERSIES 


The Litteril Profeſſors of the Kirk. of Scotland, 


. x 


.: andthe Nlurninaced Members of the Church of 
Chriſt, called Quakers, &c. 


T4 . 
L 


Cn. Lu 4 a * 


—{_ u__ 


Here are the Doltrines and Principles of ſome. of 'the ÞBreſbyterian 


Prieſts of Scotland ; Colletted out of 4 great Bundle in Manu 

_ ſcript ; Subſcribed, Edw . Jamifon, with-other two Names on the 
. outſide, viz. Oſwald Harland, Edward Orde 3- Together: with. 
the Heads of many of his carrugt Reaſons and perverſe Arguments 
agein the Truth'and Scripturts, which are here detef$ed, arid the 
People of _ God, called Quakers, : vindicated from his and their = 

' Afperſuons, Calumnies and falſe Ascuſations therein. | 


The Pricſt, te, x 
Y Oo V Have renounced Learning a Antichriftian. = 


| ' Anſwer. IRA 
| . | That's falſe. For, not Learning in it ſelf ſimply con- 
ſidered, do we renounce, but' the abſurd and corrupt Idolatrous 
Ufe of it,” by men of corrupt mindes, who have not Learned of 
Sa? bur _in their Antichriſtian. Spiic deny. his Immediate 
- Prieſt, Abſurd arguings againſt clear and-abundant Scripture- 
Proofes, which have been held forth by far more able than Tam. 


. 


' Therefore, that my Anſwers baue not Converted J0#,..15 not tome 


either Strange or a Diſappointment. Sag 
Anſwer. Falleagain 3 I argue not againſt cleat SB” 
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8 | The Prieſts Principles, Anſwered. ' - 
E- but againſt thy abuſing and perverting of it, 'as will yet further ap- 
”- - par ; and much unprohtable labour thon mightett have fparcd 
=» _ and forborn; whilſt thy end was not to conyert us, what was it 
+ - for, to inſult and boaſt oyerus!? And yer art far ſhort.of ſome 
that have dealt with us, if we were conquettd and confured before 
badſt thou a- mind ro ſhew thyvallos ovet v5, thav baſtmiiſted of 
: Prieſt, 1 have born witneſs to the Truth againſt your way. 
. -, Anſw. Thou NT hoop witneſs pl work who is the Ea- 

- ther of Lics, againſt the Truh,a5 will further appear 10 the thams 

©  Prkclt, bere can hardly uy ve O70 ' any 40juraity grofſey for de- 
fence of "Then then, it [elf,, &c. | nc 


J 
- 
% 


Anſw. Then it was grofs and abfurd-in thee to make, raiſe and 
forge, ſo many abſurditycs upon our Caufe as thou haſt done ; 
. though they be very groundleſs, light, frothy and frivilous, as.in # 
+ + this{cquel will appear; and become more obyiousto the impat- -.. 

| tial:ſpcators, i, + $ | A 8 | 

Prieſt, The Light, che Spirit, Kingdom within, . are raken in'a 
angerous unſound fence (by Quakers) 11 an enthuſiaſticky e7ct as 
hy _ Communicate witkous: Scri CLAD ESSOREE VE 3 EY v.71 


... Anſw. Its both dangerousand unſound inchee ahd thy Fellvs, 
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1-Fhe Priefts\ Principles; Auſwered, «© 
Hoth wot torally ſubdue it #n this life? For that place, 1 Joh; Fi of 
Chtiſts being manitelt to deſtroy rhe works of the devil ; :f ye 
rake it fo, may as well prove that Sathan” ſhall not tempt a Child 
of 'God, UL ET HI [01% 1250] EC % 9 | 
| A-ſw. This plainly enough ſhews thy confuſion,;and ignorance 
of Cirilts maniteſtation and wcrk ; and of his Vertne and Bloedz 
which deſtroyes the devils works, cl-znferh from all tin, thorowly 
argeth tham chart believe and follow him. ASE 

Secondly, T hy Interence is groſs and abſurd : To charge all with 
fin whom Sathan Temprs-, or to makehis Tempting Gods Chil- 
dren, a reaſon of their not having tin tatally fubdued;; for Chriſt 
was Tempted, yer linncd not ; for the P:ince of: darkneſs found no- 
thing-in him. And, he that abids in him,” ſins not. ' And we being. 
made. free-from ſin, and become the Servants of God, we have our 
fruit unto holineſs. Was not this the good cnd of Chriſts coming ? 
What ſayes Antichriſt, Satan and his Agents and Sophilters to ic 2 
© Pricſt, Neithtr doth theſe Scriptures {1 Joh. 3. 6. Whoever is 
born of God ſinneth not. Or that ver. g.. He that abids in'him com= 
mits not ſin, ard chap. 5. 18, The evill one touchcth him nox- 3 
prove any thing, &c, - - | : 

Do they not prove any thing ? Sad Dorine. Ts this divulg'd in 
the Kirk-of Scotland ? Thus to oppoſe, not onely.- Chriſts work, 
but the words of plain Scripture, and fay they'do not prove any 
thing ; when as they ( Viz. 1 job. 3. 6, g. chap. 5.118: ) prove 
that, Whoever #5 born of. God ſinneth not. He that abids in Chriſt ſins 
not. The evil one toucheth him not. , Doth this prove nothing ? 
Doth nor this equally. reflect upon Chrilts Apoſtles as well as us * 
And implicitly ſay, they ſhould have been: filent, and ror ſo-have 
pleaded Ch-iſts manifeltation, and the 'ſtate of him that's born.of 
God, againſt Sin; Antichriſt, and Decievers ; whereas they 7obz 
wrot to were plainly cautioned, mot ro be decieved';* Foy be that 
doth EY s & righteous, even as he t righteous. 

Prielt, 1t's not the words of Scripture pickt out which explain the 
fence, &c. Thu is nothing but a ſilly and groſs cavilling, ta ivfiſt upon 


bare words contrary to their ſence, 


-  Anſw. Muſt we then go to the Prieſts for their ſerice, contfar 

to plain Scripture, wh:re tis n-ither parablc nor allegory, who rick ; 

- out, and reject plain Scripture accorting to their ownprivate inma- 
Z; Þ ginations 


- 
\ 


Ms 


- 


to themſelyes, tel us the Scripture is the Rule ; Lite is to be had in 


wo _:- The: Prieffs; Prindplte; Anſwered. = 


ginatiors and conceptions z and yet'other whiles in'comradidion, 


jt, and not communicated. Without it ; but yet ſuch Scripturcs as. 


apparently contradi& their groſs and Antichriſtian Principles, 4% 


canthrow by and reject as proving nothing, as this corrvpt mind.d_ 


man hath. - LS > A997 PS 3 
Prieſt, - By this way 4-1man may prove the groſſeſt blaſphemies, ae 
#he Polythrites ſaying, there are many Gads from, 1 Cor. 8. 5, yet im 
&be next verſe,there 1 but one God, &C. 
 Anſw. Firſt, Not by our uſe of the Scriptures, both fro mma 
right mind and for a good nd, namely, againſt ſin. hs 
Secondly, Andif in the next verſe after, He that is born of God: 
finneth nor, thou badſt proved that he doth Sin in that he is Temp- 
eed ; thou hadſt ſaid fomching to thy balineſs of accuſing all Gods. 
C_—_ with Sin term of life, but bercin the Scriptures own. 
thee not. Lc 
Prieſt, That 1 Joh. 3. 6, 9. #s to be underſtood in a limirted ſence, 
Famely , that they do not continue in Sin wilfully, arid with delight, 
Birhout repentance. - pu 
 Anſw. That's not Johns ſence but thine; which is as much as to. 
fas, his was not true ; for do they continue in Sin, and yet Sin not ? 
This is a contradiction, or do t* ey continue in ir and {till repent of 
# ? Where's then the fruits and effes of true repentance ? Or is. 
there not a time of confeſling, repenting,. and time of led 
Sin ? And caſting off every weight and burthen, and of being cleanf- 
ed from all unrighteouſncſs. | | 
Prieſt, They do not commit Sin with full conſent, without 'con- 
trouling of the motions :. The evil one toucheth them nat toentangle 
thema1: ſuch a way of ſmning, &cs oo I 1! 
: Anfw. As much as tolay, they do.commit Sin, andthe evil one 
goth touch them, but rh-y Sin not wittr full conſent 4. which 1s all 
one as to ſay, John'did not ſay true, when he ſaid, Wheever i born 
of God ſrneth nor. The wicked one toucherb h:m not Gee, he commits 
not Sin4:þnt we bave groand tobelieve him before Sathans Meſ= 
ſengers, who thus have contended and diſputcd tor bt» work. - |, 
Prieſt, He an Advocate for our Sins, 1-meant of the Sins pre- 
fent and to come. © 


-- 4nſw. Not that Sin ſhould allwayes remain in beli.vers, Mp 


7... 


— 


that, they ſhould be called and delivered out of it, and become 
Gods Righteouſneſs inhim. "Ip 
Ret ts Huw, faying, ( if we Sin ) implyeth as much a; (when wo 


Anſw. Xs this thy Learning thou hak boaſted of ? Thes to per- 
vert Scripture, and the very plainſcnce of words, as 10 make [| if 
weSin] as politive or abſolute as,[when we Sin} ſo [ if] in oth 
caſes\may as well be taken: for [ when |} as.if we ſay, we havenot 
lined, we make him a liar, is as much as when we ſay, we have 
noc linned, &c, what an ablurdicy would this -jmply againſt rhe 
Apoſtles; according to thy ſence;of him; who bur one 1impudent 
would no: be athamed thus grolly to abuſe rhe Scriptures ? Which 
elſe where thou (eemeſt to. lay ſuch great ſtreſs upon. 

Prieſt, We kyow 11 part, ts an imperfett degree of knowledge, and 

o ſinful. Boe gg 

d Anjw. As this intends the Apoſtle, its a falſe and erronious.con- * 
cluſion,its ne ther true morrally nor ſpiritually,degrees vary not the 
property of the ching, their Lnowjodge they had by degrees was 
Gods gift to tem, and wasſpiritua) from above, an effe& of Life 
and Truth; which to ſay is (inful, ſo accuſerh the cauſe of it which 
3s blaſphemous ;. and it the Apoſiles knowledg was ſinful becauſe 
in part, then what were their Epiſtles, Prcachings, Teſtimonies,c+e. 
which-proceeded from( or were etfets.of ) their knowledge they 
had of wod ; Wee they {iniul ? It not, the cauſe and ground there- 
oof could not be finful, therefore away with ſuch finful ſtuff and 
falſe concluſions upon the Apoſtles as thou. haſt utrered. For the 
Wiſdom which is from above, is pure, -þut yours is from beneath 
which is corrupt and linful. ;  - wakes! | | 

-* Prieſt, Its falſe abſurdity put upon our? D#tr.jne, that weby it 
ſtrengthen the hands of wickedneſs... For, © | 

Anſw: Your bad fruits and-thoſe that follow you, who have 
learned from your corrupt Dodrines to plead and contend-for 

Sin, both from the Pulpits to the Alchouſes, Taverns and Play- 
houſes, do manifeſt you guilry herein ; and we not ro.have wrong- 
ed you in faying, you have ſtrengthened the hands of wickedneſs by 
your linfu} Doctrine, and many of you by your corrupt Lives alſo. 

Prieſt, For we teach that believers ſhould be dayly( by the ſtrength 


of the Spirit ) fighting againſt the fleſh, Fj 
| P SHINS. ag *> pe 2 


The Prieffs Principles, Anſwered,” If | 


12 The Priefts Principles, Anſwered, 


mY 


= Arſs91tThit's but a cover, what incouragment give /you them 
be fret) harepuain an day Chain {do gn) hole RA Ir 
Prieſt, Paul and Barnabas ſinned, cither both or one of then," in 
that ſharp contention. oO I med oF nt 
Anſw. Not all their Life time; that contention held nor ſo longs 
as thy (and your |} pleading for tin. 4 Ef 
Prieſt, -Wha ſtrengrheneth then the hands of wickedneſs ? Whether 
out; who teach-a believer may not onely Sin; but fall away from Truth, 
Gract, &c. Or we'who reach that we 'do'ſin 4 "but: that we Cannot 
thereby fall wholly from'Fauh, from" Grace, from God, &c; 
' - Anſw.-Not we but you : We exhort to d'Jigence and watchful- 
neſs, ro keep' the-Faith, to -make their Calling and Election ſure, 
that they may never fall, as the Apoſtles did ; and warn fuchas are 
not come to that growth, leaſt they fall and draw back to perdition, 
Which tends to beget- into more! fear,, watchfulneſs /and'-circum- 
FecRtion; :andnot mto # falſe ſecurity, eaſe and libertys,-as your 
Doctrine doth, which 1s for Sin term of Life z and yet tcll' people 
they ſhall'not thercby fall away from Grace, &c. | 


/ = 


"Prieſt, Dare any of you ſay, there is never any vas 


' to Ggtit againſt it, when you deny they ſhall  EYET Over-come and 


2 thoights, &e: 


31 Prayer, or anger againſt thoſe that injure you ?: If you dare ſay;jo, 


yoar-Light within # but meer darkneſs, GC. | | 
c*Ar{ſw. The Controverſy is not about our attainment, and for 
us to'aſhrm what we have in that caſe would not decide it; but 


- wedo afhrm, that ſtate is attainable, through Faith in the power of 


God which purities the heart ; and our Light is not darkneſs, and 


he thoughts of -the juſt ace right ; and you that are in your vain 


thoughts and having anger when you Pray; 'How: do you full 


Gods Command,; al;e Apoſtles Doctrine.? To hold up boly hands iN 


without wrath and doubting, Donor you offer up a Cams ſacritice, , 
'berein ? And is not your Light ( or that which you pur for Light ) 
FHarknels 2 | 443 at | ; 
- i Prieſt; Tire 5 need even' for a David to ſay, cleanſe me from 
-my' ſecxet ſins; fu; SHIRE HO Te 
Anſw. Not all his Life tim-, for then he received not an anſwer 
tO his | rayer, bir h teſtifies otherwiſe ; That God heard his Pray- 
er, ad granted bis requeſts; ard” ce: mmended the ſtate of the unde- 
lcd in the 4); Who do no iniquity, &c, but to argue that —_— 
| : « 
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he prayed to be cleanſed from his ſecret fins, and therefore was 
not clean-ſo long as he lived ( is all'one to ſay ) thercfore God 
heard him not ; which is groſs and abſurd. BY 
> Prieſt, The Comman4s of God are of 'uſe to a believer, that cannot 
falfil them in his Graces; namely to convince him of fin, that he may 
be driven to lay: ho!d on-Chriſt for' imputed Righteouſneſs, for 'fur- 
-ther ſupply of his Grace, GC. | | | BEEF 
 Axſw.. The intent of Gods Commands,were that they might be 
obeyed and fultill.d, through that grace and abiliry God gives for 
that.end; ;and not fo be broken and tranſgreſled ;, for unbeleivers 
( yea the world:) many times are convinced of Sin by the SpTt 
1o thou: haſt groſly wronged the beletyers, in repreſenting their 
Nate here but asa convinced Rate, which many who are unconverted 
are come to ; whereas they to whom God «mputerh Righteouſneſs 


( and not Sin )th:5r Sin # Covered, and in their Spirits 15 No guile, 


Pſal..32.1, 2. ſee thy errorand confulion. 

Pricſt, For Perfect Righteonſneſs | Inherent ] there # nopro- 
mmſes to thus ſente, in all the Scriptures ro any belerver. | 
- .,2Anſw. The work: of God and his Righteouſneſs ( or Image. 
which min was made in) is Perfe, and th's Chriſt comes to re- 
ſtore into again, and God hath promiſed and made known him for 
this cnd. And I will waſh them from all their filthineſs, faith the 
Lord, &c. The word: Inhercnt is not mine, but obrruded upon me 
from a falſe intent. | | 

Prieſt, T here are promiſes of a growth unto Believers,and of afull- 
neſs ; but this 1s ro be meant of ſuch as tis conſitcnt with ſome defetts 
and a body of Sin. pe RT | - 
-.. Anſw. A growth and a fullneſs, and yet denies Pe. feRtion, and. 
ſo the Apoſtles. Doctrine, Eph. 4.' A (growth anda fullnsſs' con- 
{itent with a"body of Sin :-Is -this- the Principle and Faith of the 
Kiri of: Scotland ? Surely here's darkncfs to be felr, Who can raiſe 
an abſurdiy and confuſion from this, groſler then it {elf ? Do.h nor 
this growth and fullneſs conſiſt by Chriſt and in him ? 3f ſo ; By 
whom conſilts Sin and i:s body?' Do they conſiſt together ? Qr 15 
not the body: of Sin put 'off,' where the! Circumciſion 'of Chriſt 
ts cxperienced ? - ..”, EM B85 219%» 
Prieſt, Zechatias, his walking in all the Commands and Ordi- 
ances of God blameleſs-;." This Perfeftun was conſiſting with miſe 


* 
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__ 


- belife, _ 
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n: The Prieſts Principles, Anſwered. F 

bels:f, Luke. 1. 6,20. | EILhe 

;  Anſw. ( A groſs errour again ) his blameleſneſs was inhis 

walking in all the Commands of God, but his miſ-belict was after, 

and was reprovcd or blamed by the Angel ; for he was 'fmirten for 

- it : But. thy DoErine tells us quite contrary, as much as miſ-belief 
15 blamelefs, becauſe blam'eſneſs con(ifts.with it as thou implyeſt y, 

But'this is like much more. 5 | 

Prieſt, David; Job, Daniel, their failings are nored , which 1 
might cite if I did not ſtudy brevity. ; 

_ Anſw. $0 are their deliverances noted, and if thon wert not 

pong aad of a wrong Spirit thou wouldelt note them. How 

haſt thou ſtudied brevity, to ſtuff up near 10 ſheets of paper with 
fluareling and cayiiling againſt us, in reply to ſo little as was writ 

to thee ! - 5 
"Prielt; How ſhall they believe without a Preacher , Gods ordinary 
appointed Way for begeting Faith #;by Preaching, and not by «m- 

mediate teaching alone without Tg: THe 

Hnſw. Gods appvinited Way for begeting Faith is the Word 
of Faith, whcih is nigh in the heart, which the Apoſtles Preached ; 
and the inward teaching of the Spirit, without which there is no 
true and efteua] Preaching, which diveRs and brings to the Word: 

Chriſt the Word, is the Author of Faith, whom God hathap- 

pointed for Salvation; and he teathes borir immediatly and inſtru- 

men:ally ; both inwardly and throagh Preaching openly, he is not 
limicted, yet-no Preaching js truely cfteual without him who is 
the chief Teacher. For, | | oF 

Pricſt, It might have been anſwered by one of your oppinion; 2. Paul, 
your queſtion 35 idle and vain, for mojt men beleeve withant a;Preach- 
er ; they ſhall believe the Light within teaching them. Fit 
.  Anſw. If thy cannot Preach, except they be ſent, then who 
mult tend. them and give them power for that work but Chriſt? 

.. Secondly, N.ither do we {o accuſe Pauls:queſtion with being 
idle, nor {ay that moſt men þelieve without a:Preacher ; eſpecially 
if they beheve the Light wich.oiteaching them for thatis Chriſts 

Lightwho 15, the true ) catcher, Which: Þrings :to the ſubſtance of 
_ Preaching and Teaching, which procceds from the Light 
at ho NT nt cinug | 

Prieſt, The Scriptures Preacbed, or $he:things can; ained in them 
# the ordinary way of begeting Faith. 


=y 


&dn[w. 


oy 


The Prieſts Principles, Anſwered. T5 
Anſw. The things contained in them, ſeems a little\to mend thy 
matter ; which things conrained, wcre before the Scripturcs or 
Wricings were, and extend. farth:r ;' for ſome had and perforiried 
the things contained in the Law, which had not the Law ( Viz. 
outward ) and many un this day can teſtify, that the Spiritand 
Lighr within, hath manifeſted within, many things contained tn 
Scripture before they rcad them outwardly there. | 
Prieſt, The whole council of God Paul ſheweth forth, At. 20. 27; 
et no other things then thoſe which Mo'es and the Prophets did ſay 
Tits Scriptures ) AQt. 26. 22. 
Anſw. All Pauls Preaching or his whole council from God, 
is 10: Recorded there, but little in compariſon of what he P. eached 
Recorded ; he continued his Speech or Preaching till midnight, 
ver. 7. and talked evyen till break of day : Where is this Sermon 
Recorded ? Many Scriptu-es and Books were writ by the hl 
men, which we have not in the Bible; were it not groſe and falſe 
therefore to exclude them as no part of the councel of God ? 
Prieſt, Is not that another Goſpel, that all the world over are 
taught Chriſt and his Goſpel ? | | 
Aaſw. It is not our Goſpel, therefore unjuſtly charged againſt 
u3 ; for not all che world over are taught, or are learned Chrilt' 
and aq Goſpel, rhough all have a Light from him ſufficient to, 
teacn. | 
Prieſt, In the uſe of Scriptures we are to expel he will beget 
Faith, by his inward T eachings and Workzings on the heart. 
Anſw. the matter is fomwhat mended, in. confeſſing to his in- 
ward Teaching and Working on the heart, but m tha it ſeems to- 
> be tryed up or limiced to the uſe of the Scriptures, this dcnyes the 
{ufhciency and extent of the Spirits inward Feaching, which many 
have who cannot read nor uſe Scriptures ;, and thoſe who having 
not the Law, were a Law to themſelves, and ſhewed rhe works of the 
Law written in their hearts, 8c. though the Scriptures'of Truth, 
in their plac: we maſt needs own, in that Spirit that gave them 
forth ; but whereas other-whiles Preaching is made the cauſe bre 
now the Scripturcs ; this is £0: make th: Scriptures and Preaching 
all one, and: hen peopl: may ſpare th:ir mony they give to Prietts. 
for Pr-aghing,and giving their Interpretations to the Scriptures, 
and ongly-read them with expectation of Chriſts inward teaching, 
22d working 0n. the. heart 3, which: indeed..ought to be in 
| | x and: 
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and-Spiritually expected and waited for. 
though: to have eternal lite ;. and they teſtified of him, 7oh: 5. 3g. 
this thought could not be a deluſion. | ' 
_ . Arſ it chis thovght of their having Eternal Life in th: Scriptures 
was not a delulion, thenthey had -ternal Lfe. according to their 
thouzht;burChrilt ceſtzfics the contrary againſt .hem in the follow. 
ing wordsſaying,Te will not come unto me, that ye might have ife;{0 


- toaffirm they had it in the Scriptures, is to afhrm they hai Chriſt 


inthe <criptures, and that their ſearching them was tiew coming 
to Chriſt;. which- is both contrary to their ſtate and oppolite to 
Chriſts own words of them; that they'would not 'come unto him 
that chey might have Life : And this contradiQs thy tormer, and 
much of rhy ſtuff about Scriptures. 

.- Pricſt, . if the ſearching azd believing the Teſtimony of Chriſt 
given by the Scriptures, be not really to find Eternal Life but an 
error, &c. ( ſuch a thought as we blind Prieſts bave ) then Chyiſt 


,would have told them of that error, and bid them look for Life by 


following the Light within, / ) ; 
 Anſw. Believing the Teſtimony of Chriſt and ſearching the 
Scriptures, are to things,and the belief of which Teſtimony, comes 


not barely by { a ching them, for if i: did ; then all that ſearched 
them had that belicf, and ſo Life, &c. which is contrary to the | 


truth of what is apparcnt concerning many, and ro Chrilts own 
words of them, they thought to have Ercrnal Life in the Scriptures, 
et-had neither heard. the voyce of God at any time, nor ſeen 


and 
| his ſhape, they not believing him whom he ſent ; nor would come 


ro. Chriſt that they might have Life. 


Prieſt, The Fathers, before the Scrip:ures were written, had the 


things contained in them by Revelations, audable Voices, Viſions, 
Dreames, &c. not by the Light within, your Enthuſiaſtick, Fancy, 

. Anſw. Yes, It was by the Light within that they had the know- 
ledge of thoſe, and had Revelations, Prophecies, &c. For the 
Werd of Prophecy was a Light to them ; and the inſpration of the 


Sp:rit pon all fleſh, that ſons and daughters may Jrophecy, Young men 
may ſee vifimas, &c. Joel 2. was this a ſancy ! | 
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Pricſt, He bid them ſearch the Scriptures, for in them they 


Almighty -gave them underſtanding, when God ſpoke in a dream or 
wiſton of the night, &e. and God hath p:oniſed, to pour down his 


r ro be mockr at 
as'thou haſt done ?. ( Your Enthuſiajtick Fancy thou ſay [FJwhat: 
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roſe errbr and ignorance haſt thou herein ſhewed, 

þ Prieft, That Chryt will now beger Faith, w:thout the Scridtmres 
Preached or known, it were as good an inference re-fay; ici, chat 
bytaith in /\eſua Chriſt to come in the fleſh; the Fathers under the ol4 
Teſtamentwere ſaved, therefore though one ſhould not believe that 
7 eſus Chrijt 5s come in the fleſh, yea, though he ſhould deny he is 
come he may be ſav'd if he- believe he xs to come. 

| i An unequal parallel, and falſe inference ( and abuſe 
againſt us ) ro compare'* the Scriptures wich Chrifts coming in the 
fAcſh, or. to bring that in competition therewith yand how did the 


Fathers know he was co rotne, but by the Ligſtt or*Spi- it of Pro- 
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Mind and Spirit. _, 
, Secondly, But where having Life ;in them (/3z. in the Scrip= 


hecy within ? And how did the Saints traly and" effeRually know 
fe was come, but by the underſtanding and Eternal Lite he had 


| Eiven them ? From whence Scriptures were given, and from 


whence they ſpoke and-wrot. | 

Prieſt, 1. To# deny the main end of Scriptures, which is, that we 
by beliroing what 15 written of Chriſt. 2. In them may bave Eternal 
Liſe, Joh.20. 3. That we may find Eternal-Life by ſearching, 
they teſtify of him. ws FACTS T0 EG , 
' Anſw. Nay, the main end of, Scriptures we cannot deny, 


whilſt we own and teſtifie to that. Spirit which gave them: forth ; 


and to him whom they teſtify of, ro wit Chriſt, by whom they arc 


. to befulfilled unto the true believer, that reads them ina right 


\ 


enres )is {aid down as following; believing ? This is an error de- 
pending upon the-former, and a contradiion to the Scripture that 


faith, That believing ye might have Life through his name ; he doth 


not ſay, in the Scriptures, nor by fearching them, but rhrough his 
name of whom they teſtify, and thoſe ro whom thefe things-were 
written, that they might beleive that Jeſus is the Chriſt, ec. and 
have Liſe throngh his name. -They were in ſome meaſure prepared 


( by the Spirit or Light of Chriſt allready manifeſted”) to receive 


thoſe things which tend<d to the furtherance of their Faith, and 
confirmation oFtheir Belief concerning Chriſt, that they might 
have life through his name. | 73 

Pr , Whoſo boldeth this , denier» them really and interpretatively. 


An]w. 1s this thy proof of thy falſe accuation againſt us of de- - 
_ Tying the Scriptures, that we deny them interpreta:ively ;- {9 then 
P24 ' : CG iz 
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| rather then the Pricſts; 
. iwreſtings amd. perve:ting of: Scriptures. 
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our denying the Prieſts Incerpretations. upon Scripture .whichrars 
not Scriptuce, muſt be deemed a. denial of Scriptures; asaf;they 
were eich:r-the fame or. of equall, authority with Scripture, ; or 
when they tell us ot finding Lite1in. che. Scriptures, we mult take it 
for gran.ed, that: they mean in heir Interpretations upon them, 
whereby in many thirigs they. contradict Vial Scripture as hath 
been proved ' : any. times ;, ſo howeyer, when they. bid People 
ſearch the Scriptures for-Life Ecernal ( in them ) they intend they 
ſhould take their mcanings along with. them, and believe as they: 
ſay, and ſo pegple muſt run into.an implicite Faith, if they take- 
things on cheir-&nthority and Credit z, tor by their meanings and: 


Interpretations, they can-fit as Judges over Scriptures (and tell: 


pop they muſt give the ſence, ,and reconcile them) and over the 
ig tand Spirit within,and tell them its.but anEnthuliaſtick Fancy, 


. but who are not ſo Ignoble as to receive aBelief orFaith from chem: 


on ſuch a dark, jnpbejre and flender account as this of Pri:ſks ? Bur - 
wait in the Light of Chriſt within, for .a right underſtanding of 
ings that are, Spiritual, relating to Faith and Salvation: Such: 
find they Have cauſe from the certain demonſtration. and teſtimony 
of, the Spirit. of -Fruth.wichin, to:belicve Chrifts Light and Spirit 
eauings, . and private,, Interpretations, 
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- Prieſt, 14.44 ,10t about. the expreſſion of the Word of Gad that dee 
\Þate foould be k:pr up, if in a ſound ſence granted, that. they. are called. 
the Words of God.” (1 7 7nns | =y 
Aznſw. So, Then the.Scriptures a'e granted tobe words of God, 
why then ;boldſt thou debate againlt us, but to ſhew thy cavilling 
Spitic ? For the Word was that, from whence words and Scrip- 
tyres procceded ; and came to the Prophets and Meſſengers of God 
detgre they ſpoke the words to Write them. 


1, Prlelt, Te;deny: that 'Faith cometh by bearing of: the Scriptures. 
;which 4s the Ward of God ;, far. that werecerving, them by Faith are 
Jeuved.;, which is plainly afferted; Joh. 5. 39- 

Anſw. Wedeny. that Faith comes barely by hearing the Scrip- 
tures, for if it did ſo come, then all that hcar or read Scriptures 
muſt have Faith , and hear the Word, but we ſee the.contrary ; and 
Chriſt rold the - Fewes:-rhey could not under{tand what he ſaid be- _ 

.cauſe they coujd. not: hear his words, and. yet they could- hear 
Scriptures, and him ſpeak outwardly to chem; But.thus is ry 
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bid fronifachas thovart ;- and there were thoſe whom the Word 
Preached did not profit, becauſe it was not-mixt- with- Faith in 
- thetic 5; 0 Ee 149 : $6! SAT 507 root 
- Prieſt, , Yoay ſelves. acknowledg that they are rhe words of God; 
then this or that pertieutar ſaying is the Word of God ; ſering there 
ira fingulty where there i a plural. : SIUVT12 155-5708 0 
. Arſw; Bur Singular and Plural differs, and'though there be 2 
Sinzular included. where there: is. a Plural, is- it therefore :good 
Logick' ro ſay thai Singular inclades-Plural, or they are'borh one? 
Oc to {2/, that becauſe there are Words of God in the Scriptures, 
and where. there are words in the Plural, there muſt needs be-2 
word in the Singular ; therefore theſe words arc the Word and fo 
are cheScriptures ?:Is this thy Liarning and Logick?? Surely thou 
art:ſ\o far from knowing: the Word: which lives for ever, and was 
before either the Scriptures or words in it were given out, that thou 
art yet as one ſenceleſs and confounded in thy expreſſions, and ca- 
villing againſt i ruth. | | 
i Prieſt, The Scriptures in the Bible are called rht Word of God, 
Mark: 7.13. pr PE 26h" 
- Anſw. This isa vet _ expreſſion of the Scriptures in 
the Bible being the Word of God, when they do-not ſay ſo of 
thcmſclves, whereas all the Scriptures in the Bible are ſo far from 
terming themſelves the Word of God, in ſach an eminent expreſſion, 
that they cannot all be-truely: termed his Words; there being in - 
many places Recorded both words of Wicked 'men' and Devils; 
though the Hiſtorical part that relates theſe things be true; as t6 
the narration of them : And they, Mark. 7. 13. that made the 
word of God of none effethby their Tradition, and rejetted his Com- 
mandment, did really a&t'icontrary to the Word within, whiclt 
Moſes preached; and againſt the Law of God without, ſo-that's 
' no proof of the Scriprures in the Bible being called the Word. 
Prieſt, That which maketh wiſe to. Salvation, or maketh the man 
of God perfeth, Sc. is inſpired of God, that is the Word of God * 
which maketh wiſe, profiteth, '2 Tim. 3.15. Ft $2 
Anſw. Here again haft thou fallen ſhorr of proof of thy matter, 
for where it is ſaid, AY Scripture 1s given by Inſpiration of God, 
&e. | 1s} is added: So it's, e AU Scripture given by inſþiration : 
But it that muſt be called the Word of God in thy lenze, then it 
may be read, - Al the Word of wm is gruenby Inſpiration of God > 
TY 2 How 
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Or, All the Word:iof God givell 


How will that ſound and ſignify ? 
by inſpiration. of 'God; &c. See thy ignorance and'imperrinency. 
or though we grant that all Scripture given by Divine Inſpiration 
15, profitable to the man ot God; for-the making Wiſe co Salvarion, 
butit is through Faith, which words [ through Faith }I nnd theg 
to have taken little notice of | if any |] or of his being the man of 
Cod firſt, thatknows the protit of the Scriptures which are given. 
hy inſpiration, thar he-may be Perfe&t, which the- Prieſts deny in 
denying Perfection, and that he! may be: ttforowly.. turniſhed- + 
And many things were written, *and directed to the Saints and nor 
o_ns world, ec. - But whar thou concludeſtfrom hence doth not 
to ow. 13 | s | 
; Prieſt, Is there any Propheſie almoſt, or Book.of the Scripture, but 
:t callerh the things contained in them the Word of God. Thus ſaith 
,  theLord, &6.: + vil, WET F 
| Anſw. For, as was hinted, there are many things written inthe 
| Scripture, that can neither properly be called the Word, nor are 
, they words of God, as what the. Serpent ſaid to' Eve, Pharaoh to 
Meſes, falſe Prieſts and Prophets, in the true Prophers dayes, many 
things, and accuſations which the 7ewes ſaid to-Chrift, Were theſe 
the Word of God? Mayeſt thou not-here {ee thy error and cons 
fuſion ? | be | ; 
-Prieft,. There is nothing ſo:much commendeth the neceſſity of the 
keowledge of Scriptures and. Learning , as the horrid detejt able 
ab[urdutyes which men: unlearned, 8c. wreſting Scriptures to their 
own perdition 5 bowever they revile Study of Scriptures. and 
Qrarmmng. = = In 
Anſw. There is nothing more diſcommendeth things, and the 
Pricfts Way of Learning and S:udying.the- Scriptures, as your 
perverting and abuling them for your ewnends and turns, and the 
P.i.ſt making a Trade of them by thcir Learning}; and mult people 
depend upon the fruits. of your Study and Learning to know the 
Scriptures ? And yet othcr whiles they muſtexpeR ro find Eternal 
Life in the Scriptures, to be mad: Wiſe unto Salvation by the my 
W hat contradi&ion*s here ? But if the Scriprure-given by Divine 
Inſpiration, be profitable: to the man of God, and by the ſame 
Inſpiration be nnderſtood, ard make Wife to Salvation through 
Fai:h ; and that the Spirit of T rutti lead into all Truth, then wce*l 
not be beholding to thee and: ſuch as thou art, for your — 
6 0 and. 
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and Study, who deny the immediate Teaching of the Spirit, and {0 
are but {till un!earnd as to the things of God : And why doeſt thou 
willify.us as unlearned, and make a flouriſh as if thou arc ſome 
Eminent Learned man ? This ſhews thy Shallowneſs, Pride and 
Conccitedneſs, And were not Petey and Job! unlearned men, and 
:ſoaccounted by the Learned among the ewes ? Yet were full of 
the holy Ghoſt and jearned by it : Wouldſt thou and thy Com- 
panions limmit the-Gift of -God, or a right underſtanding of yy 
tires, to your natural droſſy Learning and imaginary Study,? O!! 
-I he Lord hath raifedup and brought to light that Lite and Spirit, 
which has brought many to ſce thorow you and your corrupt 
Learning, and Babyloniſh ſtuff. | 
Ard whereas thou doſt villify and jeer upon theſe words, Viz. 
That the word which the Bereans recciyed with ail readineſs of 
mind, and the Scriptures which they ſearched are two things, and 
ſayeſt,7 purpoſely paſs by that which follows Viz. Whether theſe things 
were ſo ! | 
An/w. Are they not mentioned. diſtintly as two ? The Word 
they received, ec. the Scriptures they ſearched to ſee whether 
theſe things were ſo. Now there was morc in Preaching then bare 
Words or Scripture, For their gofpel came not in word oncly; but in 
Spirit and in Power, which when that had touched their h-arts, and | 
thcy had received a ſence of the Spirit and Lite which the Apoſtſes 
were Miniſters of ; this preparcd them for a further underſtanding, 
of things and matters relateing to:the Teſtimony of Truth and of 
_ the Scriptures, wheAglaey ſearched them in that weak ſtate whereirf” 
they were at f6rſt receit of Truth , for a further or additional 
coniirmation of their underſtanding of things declared upon Scrip- 
ture account touching Chriſt , bur if according to thy ſenge, the 
Word which they rcceived with all readinets of mind, and the 
Scriptures. which chey ſcarched, to ſee whether theſc things were 
, were but one thing ; then, Is it good DoQtrine ro fay, that when 
they received the Word with all readineſs of mind, they ſearched 
the Word to ſee if thoſe things in it were true, or to try the truth 
of them ? How then was it received with all readineſs of mind'? 
Or was ic the Scripture which they received with all readineſs of 
mind, and th:n when they ſo received them, ſearched them to ſee 
whether rhoſc things where ſo ? (Is this thy excellent Logick ?) If 
£, then thy Doctrine runs thus ; They received the Scripreues _ 


5 


——— 


""* 42 $45 % _ TI "Y 4 "4 , Bg bs , F | To Yd | R010 , 3 
SES - & BY; +» 31h, A. AS bl Ho RE Ay ED 
eFYIens ' ecip & Rnd Pu us _- : 


If , © 44m. Then God and-his diſpenſations of Grace are not limits 


6 4 ma + » ] F 57 % 


all readineſs of mind, and they ſearched the Scriptnies to ſee whe? 
ther the Scriptures were ſo, or for proof that the <criptures were 
' true, they muſt ſearch the: Scriprures to; prove them :rue by 'them- 
ſelves z; Will-this be admitred. of -as excelient' Logick !in"your 
Schoo es, to prove ar- afſertion by the ſame: afſertion;'and to | 
the queſtion in controverlie ?- If fo, then in all points affertedapd 
diſpured of, ir is ſo becauſe it is. ſo, will ſerve for proof. */ 
. - Pricſt, The Word you ſay « one, How can 4t be called rhoſe 
things ?- | THT 4 Hr836 * 565 71 ] : - ; ; 
_. Anſw. If the Word which I fay's one, :carinot be called thofe”. 
things, vb n it proves what I ſaid before, that the Word and 
criptures are two things, and that rheir receiving the Word 
with all readineſs of mind was inward, but rhe Scriptures are'ont- 
ward, which they ſearched after they reccived the Word. © - -_ 
1, Prieſt, ire the things written: ia the Scriptures; and the Scrip= 
tures. two things ? What excellent Logick, « this? © 
* Arnſw. If they be not two things, and yet the Word ( which is 
bur-pne ) and thoſe things contained in them be two things, How 
are the Scriptures the Word, Tecing the Word and thoſe things 
arerwo ? Yet here again thou ſh:welt very hitle Learning as'pro- 
fefled by thee ; for the Writing and the things written of; are two 
things as well as Scripcures, and the things contained in them, for 
there is the rhing containing, and th= things contained, according to 
the diſtintion of ( them and ) ſome of your ſelves, - 
_- Priclt, Or ye muit rakg the Scriptures inthe abſtratt, for the writ- 
$11 Charatteys as difunguiſht from the things that are writ, ſo no- 
thing can be erher ſearched or ſound in a number of Charatters. 
. Aaſw. 1 know of none that appear fo ridiculous as to ſearch 
them meerly-as a number of Charatters, ſo abRtrat to prove things . 
or matters, but ro:-fearch them for thoſe things or declarations 
£0ntaincd in them which appear to theeye of the underftanding; 
and not to the outward eye in the bare Characte:s; and yet(Scrip- 
tures.) ſignify ( Writings.) : 
Prieſt, Whereas ye aſk, whether I think none' hath Faith, ſo none 
fball.be ſaved but thoſe that hear the Scriptures by the outward ear 
or canread them? What'God may do, or doth in an exrracrdi- 
nary 45 net the queſtion ; for his abſolute Soveranity #n his diſpenſa- 


Fo0ns of Grace #-not tied, &c, 


ted 
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ted or tied-as many. other times thou, and others of you ſeem to tye 
yp all now to Sctipture for Life Eternal;for Faith, c.other whiles 
19 your. Interpretations, Learning and the-fruits of your ſtudy 3 
Þut the way to God and Salvation is Chriſt, And 70 marn'comes 
un:o the Father but by him ; nor none comes to the Son, but by the Fa- 
'shers arawings, which are known in the Spirit ard Light, by 
which we have acceſs to.God, © &, 
| Prieſt, The Scriptures ſearch the thoughts as an Inflrument, and 
Chriſt s the principal ſearcher, L' 5 hat 
.. Anſw, That's: Chriſt or the Word of God which is a difcerner 
of the thoughts and intents. of the heawt, that ſearches the heart 3 
And i:s the Lord God of hoſts that telleth unto man what his 
thoughts are, and ſeatcheth the heart, who both can and doth 
Ip.ak what he. pleaſeth,. both of xhings declarcd in'Scriptures ant 
wichout them, as he ſees meer to-the' perticular fates of men and 
perſons ; and ſoto lay ſo much upan Scriptures which belongs to 
God and Chriſt, and is properly their Work is unſound : Ang 
 Whr.re provelt thou the Scriptures ſearch rhe thoughts ? And: 


wherc ſay they lo of themſelves, when they do hot ſpeak and direct | 


to any perticalar Pcrion and fhew--him his tboughts-and ations 
perticularly, which the Light doth? And the Spiric of Truth re- 
proves. and conyinceth of the ſeyeral evils whereof perſons are 
guilty, Irs the Lord that ſcrs their ſins in order before them. | 
 Pricſt, It s falſe, That any have a fincere ſupernatural Faith of 
the Scriptures that are ignorant of Chriſt, &c. They teſtify of him. 
Anſw.' So thencthey muſt have ſome knowledg of Chriſt, and 
from thence have a ſupernatural Faith of the Scriptures : Bi how 
doth this agree with much more of thy work, about ſearching the 
Scriptures for Life Eternal in them for begetting Faith &c. 
Prieſt, The foundation wn rE and boufhold of God, are rhe 
Phrophets and: Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt being the cheif corner-one,. 
Eph. 2. 20. | S100 | 1126) ROFL AY 
gr Were not the Prophets and Apoſtles of that houſhold 
of God ? If they were, th:nthey were their own foundation accor- 
ding thy to affertion here;but thou haſt wronged the Scripture; for 
it was the foundation of the Prophe's and Apoſtles ( mark of che 
Prophets and. Apaſtles ) they were built upon Chriſt Jeſus the cheit 
corner ſtone. | 


-Piieſt, By: the Praphets and Apojtles that are the foundation is 


Lad) 


2200008 


meantth:ir Dotrine, contained inthe'S mu 


' Who denies 


north pilfns, * 
- - Anſw. Thzir Foundation was before their Dotvine or Scrip- 
tures : Anotber foundation can no man lay, then that which is already 
laid, which Chriſt : Bur ſure che Prophets and :poltles.a;d Scripe' 
tures were not he. 18 
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res, 


Prieſt, The Scripture makes known inward. ns; of thoughts and 


l»ſts, Rom 7. 7. 1s able to mak; the man of God perfeth ; if they difl 
pot ſearch into the thoughts of the heart,” diſcovermg who are blind 
and carnal, How can they make Wiſe , unto: Salvation? 'Doth nor the 
Scriprures make us Wiſe unto Salyarion;? Therefore Are they not able - 
t0 ſave ua? Chriſt as the principle cauſe of our Salvation, is ſaid alone 
£$0}/ ave 48. - TA 49" x 
wn w. Thou meaneſt Chriſt as the principle ſearcher or the Spirit, 
but the, Scriptures as the inſtrument 4 and.chen thou ſhouldeſt have 


faid, Chriſt makes known inwatddins;the Spirit ſearchieth all things, 
And God jwdgeth the. ſecrets of men by Chriſt; according'to the Goſ- 


pe; without the knowledg of Chriſt, there's no ſupernatural faith 
of che Scriptures z nor can any be made Wiſe unto Salvation, but 
through, that Faith : Andithat Chriſt 'and the Spirit makes uſe of 
{ {peaks and. opens} things contained :in the Scripture many times, 

- 5 ? For then he ſpeaks i(and opens) thoſe things 
immediately ; and;thus| the Law was made convincing to Pax!, not 


| before it came thus ; and if on that account they be che inſtrumental 


Cauſe, then-its Chriſt, or the Spirit ( by his own ſpcaking or teach- 
ing and openings) that is the ſearcher and ſaviour: And then jt were 
moſt proper te. lay:the ſtreſs upon-him as the ſearcher and-Saviour; 
and not; thus often. tell'of the Scriptures being/the ſearcher of the 
thoughts.,and of having in them Lite Erernal; leſt alſo that ignorant 


_ perſons go Idolatroully .( according to the tendency of much of 


by matter. )t6 put chem. inthe place of Chriſt, - or ſeck to make 
them the.Sayiour, ieeing that. Chriſt ( theprinciple* cauſe of our 
Salvation ){ as thou confeſleſt ) is- ſaid alone to fave us, and if he” 
alone ſave, its ſufficient, people- be 'dire&cd* to him for that end ; 
for in him all ſufficiency is,who can now immediately ſpeak matters 


contained inthe Scriptures, as well as when th:y were firſt given 


by inſpiration $. And it 55 the mſpiration of the Altmighty that 
goveth the true underſtanding, without which che right uſe and end 
of the Scripture is nor known. 7: , 


- 3+ Pricft,- The Scriptares of Truth not I ) make four Saviours, Viz. 


Tec ingrafted Word, Faith, Scriptares, Timothy, &c, Arſw. 
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” ns | : F Y an 14 , f | 
'T"Anſw. Tous there is but one God, one Clriſt, one abſolut© 
Saviour, one Fai h, &c. | 
Prieſt, There is a Faith of the Scriptures that is hiſtorical, this 
#s not ſufficient, but this Faith' may be of Chriſt as well, and yet they 
220t be ſaved, but who has ſaving, unfeigned, Supernatural Faith of 
Scriptures, cannot wa't it of Chriſt, 

© Anſw. Well Then this ſaving Supernatural Faith of Scripture 
and of Chr ſt, muſt come f.om a Supernatural Light, or Chriſt 
whois th. Light and Author of Faich. 

Prieſt, How ſhall they believe without a Preacher ſent, Joh. 20. 
verſe laſt, They muſt have the Screptures who have the knowledge of 
Chrijt ; for without this they cannot be kept from hell. 

Anſw. Who muſt ſend them if there be no immediate Teaching 
or Revelation now ? How proveſt thou thy Call from Scripture, 
and that thou art Comiſſionated by Chriſt to Preach? Thou ſhould- 
eſt rather have ſaid, they muſt haye Chriſt who truely know the 
Scriptures, and without him they cannot be kept from hel]. 

Prieſt, Iz theſe Commandments written # our Life, Deut. 30, 
15, 16. 

Anſw. The Word and Commandment was nigh them in their 
Hearts, that they might obcy it, and walk in the Commandments 
and live, ſee Verſes 11,12, 13, 14, 15- how hercin thou haſt di- 
Miniſhed and wreſted Scripture ; and that Word which was nigh in 
the heart the Apoſtles preached : Ir doth not ſay, in the Command- 
ents writtenis your Life. | 
| Prieſt, But that all Nations have the knowledg of Chriſt ; Its in 
an Enthuſtaſtieal Bible ;, &c Theſe places, He enlightensevery man 
that cometh into the world ; and, hath no refped of Perſons, are 
far wide from ths concluſion, therefore all have the knowledg of 
Chriſt , all the Turks, Jewes, Pagans, &'c. Oh | What monſtrozs 
horrid Doftrine, &c. 

Anſw. It is not our Aſſertion nor Conc{ſuſion, that all Nations 
or People have the knowledg of Chriſt ( herein haſt thou abuſed 
ns and our Principle ;) for though he enlightens all, they all do nor 

walk in the Light, nor believe in it : Bur all Nations and People 
that come eyer to know Chriſt and þe ſaved, muſt walk in his 
Light, Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
Prieſt, Chriſt as he 3s God, equal with the Father hath planted 
ſome Light of a natural conſcience in every man of the world. | 
| | D 7 nſw. 
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Ariſw; In him was life, and the life' was the light of min; An 
be was that light, which enlighteth every man that comes into the 
world ; who is not natural , nor his Light that ſhines from him ir 
the Conſcience : And God is Light, who enlightens the World, 
and gave his good Spirit in the dayes of old to the Rebellious ; and 
ſent his Son a Light into the World, That whoſoever believes on 
him g. might not periſh but have eternal life = And here is the power _ 
and ſufficiency both for Believing and Salvation. 

Prieſt, All men havea Light of a natural Conſcience from him. 
which tells that there is a God, and ſomewhat of the nature of God, 
that he is Eternal , which they may read mm the creatures, Rom. 1. 
T9, 20. and of the morral Law, which yet 1s but very dark,, &c. 

Anſw. Where do the Scriptures call ir a Light of a natural 
Conſcience ? What great Ignorance is bere, ſeeing Chriſt is the 
rue Light that enlightens every man, &c. And that which might be 
known of God was manifeſted in them, which gave the knowledg of 
the Eternal Power and God-head from the creatures ; and of the: 
Law of God inthe heart, and that Light, or that which might be- 
known of God which gave this knowledg, was nor natural of a: 
patural Conſcience, as blindly is conceived and aſſerted ; for the: 
natural man with his natural knowledg, perceives not thoſe Spi- 
ritual or Inviſible things, nor can he know them , but he thar's. 
turned to a Spiritual Light and Principle within, where that which: 
may be known .of God is manifcſted. 

Prieſt, But of Chriſt in his nature, and the nature of Faith, they 
cannot without the Scriptures, fo far as it is Gods appointed Way. 

Anſw. "Chriſt is Gods appointed Way, @&c. This high and ge- 
ncral opinion of the Scriptures, depends upon the former conceit,. 
of anding Eternal Life in them, by ſearching of them; but that's 
anſwcred and contradicted by this our Antagoniſt himſelf, over and 
over - Supernatural knowledge and Faith of Scriptures, being not 
had without the knowledg of Chriſt ; but there are many ſcarch. 
and read Scriptures, that are both out of this knowledg and Faith , 
ſo that tis evident, that the bare reading Scriptures doth not attrat 
ſu; ernatural Faith, Knowledg, Light, Spirit, cc. but ic is the 
ſupernatural Light and Spirit, that brings to the ſerious reading 
and ſupcrnatural knowledg of Scriptures : And its alſo confeſſed 
Mn contradiction to much more ( however ), that the Light in ail 
men tcaches them of the morral Law ; and; Is not thax Scripture 
or things con:ained in it ? ; Prieſt, 


OO ©. The Priefts Principles, Anſwered. 5 


© Prieſt, The Light wherewith Chriſt. enlightens all, all Nation, 
Þad before Chryt came 1 the fleſh, aswell as now ;, and yet, Who will 
ſay that they all knew Chriſt ? | | 

. .Anſw. It is not our ſaying nor aſſertion, that they all knew 
Chriſt, though ſome by his Spiric or Light then, had a fore-light - 
of his coming before he ſo came, though ſince he has given a more 
Full demonſtration and diſcovery of his Light. 
Prieſt, If all men are taught to know Chriſt by the Light with- 
3n them, Why ſent be Apoſtles to all Nations , to make them diſciples ? 
Mat. 28. 20. 

Anſw. All men are not taught that knowledg by the Light, 
Þbccaule all obey ir nor, but many love darkneſs rather :. Lhe 
Apoſtles were ſent to turn them from darkneſs to the Light, that 
— they might know their DoErine fulfilled, and be Chriſts 
diſciples. | +5 

Pricſt, Why did he give gifts to Apoſtels, Paſtors, Teachers, 
which ſhould continue. till we all come to that unity of the Faith 
and fulneſs of the Stature of Chriſt ? Was that Light within dim 
in thoſe times, that it needed the help of outward Light ? How 
was it a myſtery hid from. Ages ? | Q 

An;w. The dimneſs was in the Perſons that were to be turned, 
and directed to the Light, not in the Light it ſelf ; and the Apoſtles 
went by virtue of the Light and Gifts in them, for the help of peo- 
ple and not the Light, for their ſufficiency and help was init, and 
from it, which was not outward nor natural ; and having con- 
felled Gifts, Teachers, &&c. to continue till we all come to the unity 
of the Faith, and fulneſs of the Rature of Chriſt. How obviouſly 
haſt thon herein contradicted thy former DoErine, for imper- 
fection and ſintill dcath ? &c. — 

Prieſt, You have made the wifible Church very large, whe have 
taken all the men of the world that ever hath been intort. If the Lord 
has given Grace and Knowledg equally to all men, Wherein ſtands 
the freedom of his Grace towards them that are ſaved ? 

- Anſw. Thele are both forged and falſe accuſations, depending 
upon the former againſt us, for neither did we ever make the viſible 
Church of that largneſs, nor is it our Principle, that Grace and 
Knowledge is given equally to all men; that's but thy falſe infe- 
rence againſt ns, whereupon thou haſt grounded much of thy cavil- 
ing againſt us ; like one that loves to hght with thy own ſhadow, 
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28 The Prieſts Prindples, Anſwered. | 


or a mars of ſtraw of thy own makeing, to make and forge lics 


againlt us, and then go ro-confute them: Unprofitable and vain. 
Prieſt, Never did the greateſt Enemy of free Grace, ſo tye up and. 
limmit God in the diſpenjations of Grace as you, that with good woras 


and fair ſpeeches ( would ) decerve the Soules of the ſimple. 


Anſw. Nay, Thou and ſuch like, go about to tye up and limmir: 
God in the diſpenſations of Grace, who would tye it up onely to. 


| a few, anddeny its univerſal extent to all, and as thoſe Prieſts of 


S cotland, that formerly cvrſt all them that held Grace is free ; an& 
that with _ words and fair ſpeeches, we would deceive tha 
hearts of the ſimple, is a ſlander againſt us, and againſt ur end and 
— » and contrary to the- tendency. of our. words and! 
eches, 
Prieſt, Judas got as much from God as Peter did, but he rejefed: 
ir, but Peter made better uſe of it. 

Your. free Grace, that- allmen have received alike, doth not excluds 
boaſting ; but ſay, Well-was it-with us that made. better uſe of thatf, 
which others in hell got as well as we. | 

Thanks to-our deligence, and good intentions and traftableneſs, i 
barkning to the Light within, which all the damned got as brighe 
ſhining, as well as we; bur for Chriſt, we have: no cauſe ro thank, 
him-more then the-damnsd have. This 4 the. Language your Dottrins: 
of free- Grace teacheth men to ſay in their thanks-giving. 

' Arſw. Here-upon ſeveral of thy falſe concluſions and infer 
ences againſt us, thou haſt thus uanted and made a falſe Language. 
of our Doctrine; contrary to the very nature and tendency of it 3; 
Who but men in hardneſs and impudent boldneſs, would go to con- 
fute, and raile: abfurdityes' on our Principles when they do nov - 
know them, but are yet to learn as thou-arr with thy-companions £. 
For it s not out-Principle; nor the Language of our. Doctrine- 
that all have the knowleds of Chriſt [. equally ]and that Zudas 
got as much from God as Peter, nor that free Grace all have re- 
ceived alike, nor that the damned got the.Light within. as bright 
ſhining as we ; but thar- God is no reſpecter of perſons, in that he- 
gives liberally to all, ſo much of his Grace to every one:as is futh-- 
cient ; yer, not-that all have received alike, or the ſame degree of 
Grace and Knowledg, &c. for all receive not (. or accept not ) that: 
ni#4ſure of Grace given to them to obey it. But whereas we are 
ſe#ha8 or ſaying, the cauſe of ſomes condemnation is their reje&- 
10 - wg 


_ —_ . g— 
Ms. - l . ” R , , " et Oboe nate ** 


& e rie FR h , OT p ſ5 * 3 . —" "299 {  / : Mm ADE - Z 


ing the Light, and their diſobedience Rubborneſs, &-c; this is 
according to the Scripture Language as might be proved ar large : 
For the tault is riot to be laid upon God, but upon man for his diſo- 
bedience, when he is conſumed becauſe of iniquity, which is ſtub- 
borneſs, rebellion, ©-c. For God willerh not the dearh of ſinners, 
but rather their return that they may live; and,O man thy deſtruttion 
% of thy ſelf ; But thy help is of me. ſaith the Lord: ſo as God is clear 
when he judges. Now we can thank God without boaſting, that 
he hath ſhewn ſuch Love, Mercy, and Good will in Chriſt untq us g 
and Chriſt thar he hach ſhewn us Power, Life, and ſufficiency in 
bimſelf, both.to b. lieve, obey, and-give diligence ; and the name of 
God we may praiſe, for all his Mercies and Bleſlings he attends © 
us.withal,. inthe way whereanto he hath called us, and indeed all 
Nations are called to praiſe the Lord, which if all do nor, the faulc 
is not Gods, nor to be charged upon him, or his free Grace, but 
theirs that re;et ic; And have treaſured up unto themſelves, wrath 
e7zainſt the day of wrath; and on the other hand, they that count 
God a hard. Maſter, and'they that blaſpheme againſt him in their 
| Forment and Angnith, are but the ſlorhful ſervants, and ſuch as 
bave not recieved” the truth in the love of it ; but have had pleaſure 
3n their unrighteonſneſs : And thereby haye incurred diſpleaſure 
from the righteous God, whoſe feverity' follows on them that re- 
jet his Love and Good-will : So theſe have not the Light as brighe 
ſhining as we ; Theſe being condemned from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the Glory of his Power. | 
| Prieſt, How comes it that there us none among all theſe pexſons 
throughout the Nations (where the Scriptures have never been heard) 
that have Written in the defence of the Chriſtian Faith, and againſt 
the Paganiſh worſhip, &c. ? Travellers ſhauld have giuvzn foma 
account of it, &c.. | 

Anſw. As if the Scriptures were not onely- the cauſe of Life, 
Faith, and Salvation ( according to thy form-r ſtuff ) but of all 
Writing in defence of the true Faith, &c. Then what was the 
cauſe and' ground of Sciptures ?, However, it appears thou art na 
great Traveller, nor haſt had much acquaintance with ſuch Travel 
ers as we know have given account of more Chriſtianity among 
divers of the heathen that have not Scripture, then is among many 
in England and Scotland, profeſſing Chriſtianity z belides we tind 
indivers. of the heathens ( ſo called )- their Writings many Gags 
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both Morral and Divine, both ſavouring of Chriſtianity and of 
ſome ſpiritual ſence, ſeycral of them had of rhe Nature and Life of 
Chriſtianiry which in ir ſelf is'againſt all Idoiatry of Pagans and 
others,though not in yourborrowed terms a!d expreſſions of Reli. 
Sion and Chriſtianity : And further, why ſhould the Apoſtie make 
uſe of ſome of the heathens expreſſions, and Gertils experiences 
for proof, if they had no tendence to Chriſtianity, 

Pr. But the beſt of thoſe Nations and wiſejt, were the greateſt 
Enemies to the Goſpel. | 
- Anſw. How proveſt thou that ( for we deny it ) and the ground 
of this thy percmprory cenſure and judgm:nt, againſt all them that 
had not Scripture ? Many of whom we believe were better then 
thy ſelf; and haſt thou known the beſt and wiſeſt of them, that 
thou art thus politive againſt them ? 

Pr. You bave no warrant to ſay, that deaf perſons to whom ths 
Scriptures have no way been known, ſhall be ſaved. 

Anſw. As much as to ſay, They that know not the Scriptures, 
know not Salvation, or ſhall nor be ſayed ; thou ſhouldelt haye 
faid, They that know not Chriſt, or come not to him fall ſhort of 
Salvation, the coming to whom, is through the Fathers drawings, 
whodrawes. by his own Spirit z and dareit thou ſay, that deaf and 
blind perſons ſhall not bz ſaved, becauſe rhcy cannot hear and read 
ocriprure. 2 
-. Pr. Before the Scriptares he taught by audible Voices, Revela- 
t;ons, 8c. but now you make all tobe the Light within. 

Anſw. No Revelation is truely known without the Light with- 
Tn, for what may be known of God is manifeſt within. 

. Þr. We deny that the Power of God us immediate ( Viz. in his 
le) EL Rs 

a, You may as well deny its being in his people,and thzir inward 
Communion with it, and therein you deny the very tenuor of the 
new Covcnant, and hereby limmit that power to m:diate teaching, 
Scriptures, &-c. What in ”= lies, which rends to-eclipſe and de- 
iency, and Prerogative that is in Gods 

Power; this is very groſs and ignorant. _. | 

Pr, We grant it us true which the M=caphyſitians and Divines ſay 
of God, that he concurreth in all works of creatures, immediatione 
vertutis & ſnppoliti, but this ye know not what it meaneth. 

Anſw. This makes againſt your ſelyes if rightly —_—_ o_ 

fallly 
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fa\fly thou haſt ſaid of us ( or of me) for I do know what that 
phraſe means, both as to words and matter , but, and if we did 
not know what is meant, why dideſt thou uſe thy Latine phraſes 
and Scholaſtick terms, to ſuch as thou deemelt ſo illiterate ? Hak 
thou not herein ſhcwed thy ſelf a Bravado. 
, Pr. He to'd ws, he will exerciſe his power for us, and int us, 
Anſw. He will exerciſe his power in us, and yet not immedi- 
ate ; What contradiftion's here ? 
p Fer the Grace of hope ſhould be Chriſts more then the Grace 
pf faith, CFC. 
Anſw. Ch iſt is the Grace of all our Graces, and our all,a myſte- 
ry hid from thee and thoſe of thy ſpirit. 
Pr. Faith is a habit and an -imperfett creature, for all habits are 
7 the category of quallity, which « an ac&ident and ſo an imperfett 
creature. | 
 Anſw. What Scripture have you Prieſts of Scotland for that ? 
Of Faith being a habi:, an imperfe& cteature, or accident ; and, Is 
accident and habit al] one ? Where learned'ſt this Phyloſophy to de- 
fine Faith ? True Faith is not natural, nora natural habit however, 
for thou haſt granted a ſupernatural faving Faith, but tis but a 
habir, an imperfe& creature, whereas Faith is a fruit of the Spirit 
which is pure and perfeR, and the myſtery of it is held in the pure 
conſcience ; but if thou meaneſt imperfect creature as to the kind or 
quallity, its falſe Dorine, and its being received by degrees doth 
not prove it ; for its as truly and purely Faith and that of God, and 
ſupernatural inthe leaſt degree ( yea it but as a grain of multard-, 
ſeed ) as in the greateſt meaſure of it. 

Pr. Ir is as 1mpoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, as it 1s that a man 
abiding a man ſhould eſſentially be a beaſt. 

A;ſ*. 1s it as impoſſible Faith ſhould be otherwiſe then an im- 
perfett creature as for a man to be eſſentially a beaſt?Sad DoQrine! 
This is worſe and worſe*:, Faith ov-rcomes the world purifies the 
heart, jyſtifies, the myſtery of ir is h:1d in a pure conſcience, yet 
not poſlible for it to be Sihurwik then an imperfect creature ; 
Darkn.ſs, Confuſion, and Contradiction to Trath. 

Pr. The Grace of hope is imperfeit, Chrijt i the hope of glory. 

Anſw, Theſe are one oppolite to another, bat Chrilt is perteR, 
who#is the Grace and Life of all the Saints Graces. 

_ Pr, Chrijts Word was bis audible Face ſpeaking Þu mind. 
| DE 7 | nfm. 


*% 


=, a _” L 
6 


CD ED NS OT ON NE Se On ys, dr Nr IR IEIN 


RN Aer ii tnn on... VA euro OS. A ADE hc, tad hott rugs 1» gs her oe ly Ws 4 
er nr I er rm eres 


40 em nee © bag Ante > 
—_— 24- tm 
"_ Wh <n Does _ mo. ans 
+ —_ po wes 


\FLL.- 


pn EY 9 : 5 $4; rd . 

Anſw. Other whiles his Word is the Scriptures.( with thee ) as 
if the Scriptures and his audible Voice were both one, which if 
this be cru?} all that read them hear Chriſts audible Voice ; Is 


D | 


- this Authentick Do&rinz ? But Chciſts own words ſhall ſtand 


againſt it, for, F-h. 8. 43. Why do ye not underſtand my ſpeech, 
even becauſe: ye cantt hear my word, and we know , that who 
hear the Son heareth the Eather alſo : But this is a miltery hid 
from the Carnal minded who Idolatrouſly pervert the Scriptures, 

Pc. Though Chriſt and the Spirit be one, yet he « not Chriſts 
Word. for Chriſt & not his own word. | 
_ » Azſ. They that hear Chriſts Word and receive it, receive of 
his own Virtue and Life in, and the words he ſpake unto his are 
Spirit and Life, thon haſt here but cavilled, which thou 
mighteſt as well have done againſt ſeveral Scriptures and againſt 
7ohns ſaying, In the beginning was the Word,and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God, &c, 

Pr. I call the Scriptures the Word of God, and the Goſpel the 
Word of Reconciliation : The Word of God is dijtinguiſhed from the 

Word of Recoxcilliation. 

Arſw. Other-whiles the Scripture is the Goſpel ( and the 
Word of God with thee) now they are diſtin, the Word of God 
diſtinguiſhed from the Word of Reconciliation; What confuſion's 

here ? Is not the Word of Reconcilliation Gods ? God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf. 

Pr. The Goſpel are a part of the Scriptures, and maybe called ons 
with them ;, the Goſpel is contained in the Scripture. 

Anſw. The Goſpel is the power of God 10 ſalvation to every one 
that believes, it was preachcd to Abraham, and was before the 
Scriptures, and is everlaſting ; but thou haſt ſpoken blindly here as 
before; for, Is the power of God contained in the Scriptures ? Then 
all that have the Scriptures have that power in them ( or from 
them ) which is not true. | 

Pr. Rom. 16. 26. The Preaching of Feſus Chriſt arcording to 
the Revelation of the Miſtery which was kept ſecret | ſince the world 

began, and by the Scriptnres of the Goſpei, according to the Comte 
mandment of the Everlaſting Ged,made known to all Nations, for the 
obedience of Faith. 
- DAnfw. But thou and ſuch do not fo preach. Chriſt, nor are ſo 
commiſſionated to preach, at the Commandment of the Everlaſting. 
| : God, 
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God, who deny Revelation,1nd his imediate Teaching now, and this 
contradicts much of thy dark ſtuff, for here the Revelation of the 
Miſtery is prefered before the Scriptures, and the -—— ACCOT- 
ding to them, was'from that Revelation of the Miſtery which the 
{Apoſtles had in them, but, ' were the Scriptures that Revela:ion, 
and kept ſecret ſince the workt began ? The Revclation of Chr'{t 
was the Miſtery, Chriſt within, the hope of glory, a miſtery bid from 
'Ages,&c.How was it by the Scriptures made known to all Nations 
for the obedience of Faith, if in many Nations there be net. her the 
knowledg of Chriſt nor Scripture, according to thy former ? And 
of thatRom. 16. 26. which thou ſayeſt is the Scriptures of the Gof- 

pel; thou haſt wronged the Scriptures-herein;for it is the Scriptures 

of the Prophets, &c. 

Pr. The-Gofpel and Miſtery of Chriſt, is made manifeſt by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets preached to all Nations ; not by a Light 
within : If it were not 'in rhe Scriptures, How could it be manifeſt 
and made known by the Scriptures ? CEOs 

Anſw. If not by the Light within, How by the Scripture with- 
out it ? Have:all that hear Scripture read or preached, the know- 
ledg of the Miſtery of - Chriſt without the Light within ? How 
then doth the Apoſttes ſp:ak of the Revelation as before ? Did. 
ror he preach from the Light within, or Revelation of the Son in 
Him ? Gal. 1. 16. How ignorant haſt thou ſhewed thy fe]f in 
this matter ?- | 

Again, 4he Miſtery. was not made manifeſt by the Scriptures 
lone, or barely, for both Revelation and Preaching is mentioned 
before ;, and.to tell of the 'Goſpel and Miſtery being 1n the Scitp- 
tures, 15 as muck as to ſay, thepower'sf God'or Chriſt is inthe 
Scriptures. | iS. | , 

Pr, Doth not Mark. chap. 1.2. call what be wrot, the Goſpel ? 
Where he ſaith, The beginning of the 'Goſpel-of Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
Have you a forehead that cannot bluſh, that tells ua that the Goſpel 
85008 Scripture ? What aſeared conſcience and ſhameleſs boldneſs 
have ye attainedto? _ | 

Anſw. It is not from'any ſeared conſcience, *nor ſhameleſs | 
boldneſs for me to afſert the Goſpel -was before the Scriprure z 
and if Mark intended his Writing ( or what he writ ) to be the 
beginning of the Goſpe] of Jeſus Chriſt, then it follows, that thz 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt did not begin before 2dark, wrot — 7 
| , E ation, 
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Revlation, and then how doth he mention what was written in 
the Prophets, and tell of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ? And did: 
not Jeſus. Chriſt ſhew forth his power and preach the Goſpel, be- 
fore that. of, Mark, was writ ? But feeing thou haſt taken the li-- 
berty, both to give thy meanings: to Scriptures, and preterids to- 
compare one Scripture with another, I may have Iterty to tell the 
other Scriptures in this caſe, as in, Luke. 1. 1. he faith, Foraſ- 
much as many have taken in hand to ſet forth in order a declaration. 
of thoſe things, which are moſt truely believed amongſt ww, and yer... 
It ſecmed good unto me alſo, &c. Atid,AQ.1.1. Theformer Trea:1ſe- 
have 1 made O Theophilus : So what they writ, it was a Treatife or: 
Declaration of things ſpoken, done, and believed, and much of 
which relates tothe hiſtorical part of things and matters , bur if 
the written Declaration, Treatiſe of things, or Sc1ipture without, 
be the Goſpel, then hireling Prieſts way be lent, and let people: 
read them, without ſpending their mony of them for their various. 
meanings, traditional Interpretations, &c. for the Goſpel] oughr. 
not to be added to; nor another preached ; how-be-it there is a dif-- 
ference between true Preaching, proceeding from' the immediate- 
Spirit ad Power of God; which Paxl was a Miniſter of, and the: 
Scriptures or Writings outward, Without the Spirit or Life ; for. 
Paul was nota Miniſter of the Letter, but ef the Spirit:and New: 
Teſtament. | | 

And is not a living Miniſtry and Voice, eſpecially where it lives 
by vertue of the Power of God, from whence it immediatly. comes: 


of more force and authority thenthe Letter,. or Writings, which. 


Xcriptues fignify? Yeal do farther affirm, that the ſame Words 
or D:clarations, as. immediatly proeceding from the Power or 
Spirit of Ged, is of more force and effe& then: the ſame words 
would be as. ſpoken” onely from Scripture without. Deny it-you: 
Prieſts'if you can, I can in the Name of the Lord, largcly demon-. 
it: are it againſt you. | 
; Pr. The Scripture. ss Everlating, Viz. what is contained im 
£01. © WP bo Ges 
 £nſw. Confuſion, Are they both one ?- This is like much more.. 
; Pr. Js not-the Gofpel: written -by the Prophets, the Scriptures 
writzen by them. EET | 2 
A jw. Th.n Marks Writing was .not the beginning of it, 
heres eontradiftion-and error ; again the Apoſtle .calls them the 
| -- -Mþ Scriptures. 


Scriptures. of the Prophets, bur ſpeaks of the Goſpel, Revetation 
and Miſtery before, ſce, Kom. 16. 25, 26. where its very plain he 
- makes a diltin&tion between them and the. Scripture, 
' Br. I deny any immediate Teaching by God. wal 
Anſw. Then ihou. denicft God.ro" Teach his people himſelf, 
when he dwells in them, - wherein thou haſt denied the truth of the 


Goſpel and New Covenant. | 
Pr.Chriſts Immediate Teaching will no way follow,for his opening the 
ynderitanding to know the Seriptures ; for be doth by the ſame ſuper- 
natural influence ſhine on the underſtanding, and Scriptures, 
Luk. 24. 32. . = "LY | cg 
ey bo Doth Chriſt by a Supernatural Influence ſhine on the 
wnderſtarding, -and yer denieſt thou his immediate Teaching, Whar 

a Labyrinth'of Confuſion and DiſtraQion art thowfallen into ! And - 
it appears, without this Supernacural Inflnence ſhining on the 
underſtanding, the Scripturcs are not truely known nor"opened. - + 
- Pr. That Cyrift _—_ known himſelf, or he gave the kyowledg 
of the Scriptures. The * Apojti: Paul, Rom, 16, 26. denies your 
Conſequence, | 
- Anſw. Have any a Supernatural knowledg or faith of the 
Scriptures, who have not a knowledg of Chriit ? It ſeemes thou 
haſt forgotten thy'former words ; and the Apoſtle doth not deny 
my conſequence ; for he had a knowledg of Chriſt before he 
Preached him, or writ Epiſtles concerning -him, and his knowleds 
of the Son of God, was by his Revſation in him, belides the very 
Order, Tenour, and Matter of the Apoſtles words cited by thee, 
makes for me againſt thy ſelf, ſee, Rom. 16. 25, 26. for they run 
thus, Now to him that 45 of power to ſtabliſh you,according to iny Gof- 
pel, and the preaching of jef us Chriſt, according to the Revelation of 
the miſtery, which was kept ſecret ſence the world began : But now us 
'enade manifeſt, and by the Scriptures of the Prophets, according to 
the commandment of the everlaſting God, made kyown to all nations 

For the obedience of faith, &c. this thau mayeſt peruſe again'to thy 
-OWne contradiction. 6; 

Pr. The Cauſe indeed mutt be before the Effe&,ant yet not allwayes 
2 order of time, but of nature, &Cc. 

'- If therebe a Pryority, or Poſteriority of Chriſt in the Soul, cer- 
rainly the Scriptures hath it in the order of nature ;, though the Lora - 
#3 the-communicating the R_ of them, he # in bs being. firth 5 
gs > becauſe 
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becauſe, the Carſe muſt be before the Effett ; ſo the giuur of knowledg 
befarg the kyowledge given... _ | 
Axſw. This being tigh:ly conſidered, we find both contra/! 
diction and Igrorance in them ; for, Is the Cauſc before the Efe&k 
allway:s in order of. nature, not of time, and yet, bave the Scrip- 
tures the priority in the ordzr of Nature? Where learnedeſt thou 
this diſtintion ? not from the Scriptures nor from Chriſt ; Surcly 
Chriſt hath the Priority in order of time, for he is inhis being firſt, 
and if the Cauſe muſt be before the Effet, alwayes in order of na- 


\ ture; then he hath it in both ; for ke was the cauſe beth of erp 


NED 4 & 
ture, and communicating th: knowledg thereof, as thou con'efle 

as alſo, that the Cauſe muſt be before the Etfet, ſo the giver of | 
knowledg before the knowledg given: And indeed, He was be» 
fore all things, and by him all things conſifts, and in all things hes 
to have the prekemamence, and priority : Whois the Firſt and the Lat, 
the Fowndatten, th: Beginning and the End. Burt thy ſaying if there 
be a Priority, or Poſtcrioriry of Chriſt in the ſoul, certainly the 
Scriptures. hath it in. the order of nature ; in this thou comet off 
bur very faint;y and dubiouſly, and bringeſt the controverſy to no 
reſult nor clearneſs, but art confuſcd ; for if there be a Prioriy of 
Chriſt in the foul, then it is nor of the Sci iptures, it b-ing a Prior» 
ty of Chriſt, who alſo doth by. a Supernatural Influcnce ſhine on 
the underſtanding, <&c. But in theſe matters much. might be ſaid, 
which time: would, fail rhorowly to treat of. 

Pr. The 7uditious will think, you @ pittifull. abjolt, who expoſe your- 
ſelf to ſhame and ludibrie, 8c. EE 

Anſw. Thy cenſure ani ſcorn herein T vallue nor, it will fail 
upon thy own head, and theirs that have taken thy part Herein. 

Pr.. Without the Sanitifying knowleage of Chrijt, one may under- 
ſtand the Scriptures without error and jangling. 

 Aaſw. This is both erronious, and coi tradits much that thou 
haſt ſaid before and after, which I need not very often repeat. 

Pr. Aojt men, have both. preached the Truths in the Scriptures; 
aud maintained them by Writing, who never had any Sanitif ying 
 Knawledg of Chriſt. | 

"Anſw.\ This is like” the former, and. that | moſt men haye 
preach.d Truths in Seripturcs 7 is too large a word, and contrary: 
.to what thou ſaidfſt before of other Nations ; Ba: what do the. 
things tend to, but to ſet up unſanctihed perſons, to be Preachers 


_ er Pricits ; But too many there are of ſuch already, for of them and 
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their pollutions many are grown ſick, and the earth will vomit 
them out, and all that ſeek ro maintain them againſt Chriſt and his 
Kingdom, which he is ſetting up.” | | | 
. Pr. For Judas, be preached the Truths, &&c. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees that ſat in Moles ſeat preached Truths ; whereas Chriſt ba# 
bear them, Mat. 23.2, 3, 4. © | | 

Anſw. But doth this prove that ?4das had no ſanRifying know-' 
ledg of Chriſt ? Herein haſt thou erred; for 7udas had part of the 
Miniſtery, from which by tranſgreſſion he fell, 4. 1. 17, 25. $0 
tranſgreſſion was the cav.e of his fall from the Miniſtery, andhat 
Scipture, at. 23.2, 3, 4 proves not that Chriſt bad them hear 
the Scribes and Phariſees, nor that they were true Miniſters of 
Chriſt; though whereia they ſac in Aoſes ſeat, and read or 
preached his Precepts (when in force ) they were to be obeyed, but 
Chriſt reprehends them in many places for corruptions got in 
amoneſt them, contrary to the Law, and for their vain-Traditions 
and Prec.pts of men; and therein rhey were not true Miniſters of 
the Law, much leſs of Chriſt. 

Pr. Some preached Ch:ilt out of envy and ſtrife, and ot ont of 
love, fc. yet preached Chrijt and the Scriptures without errors, 
Pii.1.15, 16, 17. Shall we ſay they had the Santtifying Knowledg 
of Chriſt who had not love to him, who hath not good will ro him ? 

Anſw. Thou haſt not proved that they preached Chriſt and the 
Sccipcures without Errors who were in Envy and Strife ; for they 
were gnilty.of Error in the ground ( Yiz. Envy and St: ife ) and 
where that is, ther's confuſion and every evil work ; in that Chrit 
was preached and his Name publiſhed inthoſe dayes, the Apoſtles 
rejoyced z but not inthe Envy and Error, of ſach as preached him 
oat of Enyy, who were not ſanctified for ſuch a work. 

Pr. Your reafon that without Chrift we can do nothing, 3s to be 
meant ina Supernatural way. | 

Anſw. Is not that in a Supernatural way, which is wi.hout Er- 
ror and Jangling, and good and acceptable to God ? 

Pr. If they believe them tab: true, do they not know them. 

Anſw. No,All that believe them to be true, do not know them $ 
for thou haft granted an hiſtorical Faith of Scripture. | 

Pr. He that hath heard, and learned of the Father, cometh ta 
bim, Joh. 6. 44. ED 

fm. But all that have read and heard Scripture, have 
| . Box 
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Pr.. None can know the Truths of the Scriptures without the 
Santtifying Knowledg of Chriſt. | | : 
.* nſw. This is according to what ſay, and overth-ows very 


- much of thy matter according ashath been largely proved beto-e. 


Pr. "He will lead believers into all Truths, this 1s the meaning s 
That is, he will keep them from a total and final defection from 


Truths neceſſary to Salvation ; and lead them into Truths, which are 


thus neceſſary, &c. 

Anſw: This acknowledges in part to the truth of what I 
-have ſaid, alſo, v0 the Spirits leading into all Truth ; yea, into all 
"Truths neceflary to Salvation: And then the Spiric of Truth is 
ſufficient for us ro depend upon,, for this leading and preſervation. 

Pr, The Diſciples, all of them ( except Judas ) had recerved the 
Santitif ying- Spirit. | 

. Anſw. How haſt thon excepted 7udas from [the SanRifying 
Spirit, when-he had part ofthe Miniſtery, which his tranſgreſſion 
was the canſe of his falling from? . | | 

Pr. They were all 1gnorant of the Reſurreition , and . miſtook, 
the nature * Chriſts Kingdom ; as if it bad been of this world, Luk. 
24- 21. Act. 1. 6. The Galatians who bad received the Spirit, yet 
were they led into Error. | 
- * Anſw. If they that had received the Spirit might erre in theſe 
Matters, much more they that had no Santifying Knowlede, 
which contradicts thy former ; of their preaching of Truths bY 
out Errors. 

Pr. He did not tell them ye erre not having the Spirit, but not 
&nowing the Scriptures. DEE? 

Anſw. The Scripturcs they could not truely . know without 
ſome SanRifying. Knowledg of Chriſt, 'as before confeſt, or of the 
power of God to ſalvation , 1o their ignorance of the Scriptures in a 
Supernatural ſence, was from their ignorance of the power of 
God, which unvails the heart to read and underſtand them, 

Pr. For what ye ſay we plead ſor ſin, it doth more duely fall on the 

Dottrine that ſaith, believers,may totally fall, as you ſay Pcrer by his 
denial did, and David likewiſe bh , &Cc. 
:. Anſw. Nay, To ſay thre are believers that may fall from 
Grace ( who are not yet come to an eſtabliſhed and grown {tate 
inthe Trath and. Power of God ) is no- pleading for _ as _ 
I if oUuine 
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Hoarine contending and diſputing for ſin in all, term of Life, eſpe” 
cially, whiles we exhorrt all to watch and look dilligently to Grace 
received, and withal warn them, &c. that ſuch a falling away may 
be prevented; for it was no pleading for ſinin the Apoſtles, to 
warn the Churchcs by the example of ſome that fel}, or of ſuch 
as made ſhipmrack of faith and a good conſcience ; or of fuch af 
drew back to perdition, denied the Lord that bought them, and ſuch 
whoſe latter end was worſe then their beginning. But to charge us 
. with ſaying, that Peter and David fell totally ; this is a ſlander 
and forgery againſt us, .as there are many more inthy bundle, _ 

Pr. If .onr peace jtood in our itherent Righteouſneſs, CE. in oun 
good works, &e | ER SE 

Anſw. (Inherent Righteouſneſs ] are-thy own words oÞbtruded 
upon us, in thy own ſence ( as imperte& ) and ſo in that ſence nor 
Gods nor Chriſts ; for in Gods Righteouſneſs,rcceived in Chriſt by 
faith, onr peace ſtands, and of this, the true believers are pertakers 
in them; they being in that living Faith, the Righteouſ! neſs whereof 
xs not devided from it.. 

Pr. Davids Peace ſtood not inthe freedom from all ſin, but in that 
God did pardon his fin ;, and did not impute rhe ſame, Rom. 4. 6,7,8. 

Secondly, If none ever had, or fhall have Peace here on earth, but 
ron = are in this Life free from all ſin; then you alone may boaſb 
of it, &c. 

Anſw. He whoſe Tranſoreſſim- is forgiven, The man unts 
whom the Lord imputeth- not iniquity, in his ſpirit there 1s no guule 
Pſa. 32. 1, 2. And David bid,. Afark the perfet man, and behold 
the upright ;. for the end of that man is peace. And bleſſed are the 
#ndefiled.in the way ; they alſo do no iniquity, &c. And in this ſtate 
ſtood Davids Peace, contrary to what thou haſt Erronioully ſpoke 
of him here: F-540 | Ns 
_ © Secondly, And whatthou haſt ſaid of our being free from all ſin, 

that we alone might boaſt of it , this thou doſt not believe of us, 
and therefore halt jronically Scoffed and Jeered, contrary to thy 
ewn thoughts and intentions : And in implying none on earth free 
trom all tin, haſt again erred, and art herein ſufficiently ' confuted 
allr.ady, thou having herein implyed, none here ever 'born of 
God, none here to abide in Chrit, or come to perfect Folyneſs ; 
or to be waſhed from all ſin by the Blood of Chriſt ; So- thy Do» 
Qtrine is contrary to the Apoſtles, | 
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; Pr. For none either of the Prophets, Apoſtles, or Saints, that we 
find in Scriptures, ever were thus quallified for Peace. fr ee 
 Anſw. This ſeems to be a large and general charge agairſt the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, . who generally comrary to this Doctrine 
teſtifyed unto the Peace of God, which is perfect, which attends the _ 
Righteouſneſs ( or heavenly Image ) of God, which is alſo perfe&, 
and known jn the new'Covenant, whereby he takes away 1in, and 
eſtabliſheth his people in Rightcouſne's, and rhe Prophets could - 
teſtify that the Lord was their Righteouſneſs, who wrought all 
their works in them, and to the true Apoſtles, Chrijft was. made 
wiſdom righteouſneſs ſanitification ; ſo thou & you bave ſhewn your | 
ſelves ignorant of the Scriptures, and of the Prophets and Apoſtles 
Nates and quallifications ; and what {in or ſins they all had, which 
they ( or any: of them ) were not freed from before death, is not 
yet proved by any of you, who are found in the work of the old 
accuſer of the Brethren. . . : Hs. 
- Pr. Sinus remaining in part iz all the faculties of Gods Children, 
Gee, except ye had made appear, that Pauls Will, and Afﬀettions, 
and Mind, were perfetHy againſt ſm : Some ſtain and inclination 
zo ſin, by the contrary corruptian ſtill remained in ſome degrees in his 
Wi, Mind, and Aﬀeitions, &c. 

Anſw. This is a ſad accuſation againſt all Gods Children 
againe, and what is this but a pleading for fin, and tending to - 
ſtrengthen the hands of evil doers ! What, ail the facalties of 
Gods Children, having ſin and corruption in them ? The Prieſts 
were wont to tell of a Regenerate part'z What part is ic ? No 
faculty clean, ſad newes ! Thus to accuſe Pauls Will, Mind, and 
AﬀeRions, as having corruption remaining {till in them , whereas 
his Will was to tte good; his Mind and Aﬀections, were. 072 things 
- above (when converted,and victory obtained)and the vile affttions 
and deſires mortiftied, which they that are Chriſts have-crucified'z 
and his ſaying, With my mind I ſerve the law of God, but with my 
members the law of ſm; related to the ſtate of his Warfare, and 
ſhewes an oppoſition in his mind againſt ſerving. ſin; But thy 
Dorine ſignityes thus much, as it he had ſaid ; with my Mind I 
ſerve ſin, and with my Members I ſerve fin, yea ; with my Mind, 
Will, and AﬀeRions I ſerve fin, and the Law of: God both ; this 
were a ſerying two Maſters : And then where's the contrare.y 
and oppoſition thou ſpeakſt of afterward, © © © 
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. {.- Pr, 1 ſaid, There was 'Fleſh and Spirit in bim;-ſ# that nether 
. Mheoperations of the Fleſh: or Spirit were compleat and perfeth, be- 
canjc of the oppoſition” they have one to the ether,;the Fleſh and Spirit 
-are contrary ont to another. FEE TOI EMS 
Anſ. Thy making the oppoſition between the Flcſh and 
the Spirit, and their contrariery one to the other; thy reaſon to 
prove thar neither the operations of the Fleſh or the Spiric were 
<ompleat and perfect, it proves the quite contrary ; for the Spirits 
oppoſition to the Fleſh, and its contrary operation, proves that the 
Spirirs..operation is pure: and compleat /agairſt thar which lults 
againſt it ;z and ſo againſt the fruits and works of ihe Fleſh, whica 
are -( abſoſu:ly ) alſo oppolite ro the fruits of the Spirit, yet they 
through the Spirit, came to mortify thoſe deeds and works of the 
Fleſh which were corrupt. : 
_ Pr. Yecannot do thoſe things that ye would ; becauſe he could not 
Will them perfedtly.. | | 
 . 2 Fuſ., Trs Ged that works tn the believer, both to will and to-do, 
and his Work is perfe& ; and to whoſe Will, mans Will oughr to 
be ſubjeR...>. #05 
Pr. If all the imperative faculties of the Will and Mind, and ((in- 
feriour ) of the affeftions, be fully and firongly joyned for any attion, 
he members of the body cannot but be obedientially, &c. * 1 
_. Arſ. Then ſuch as have the mind-of. Chiiſt, whoſe Wills and | 
Minds are ſubje& unto his, as theirs whom he calls his Brethren, 
and whoſe affettions alſo are ſet upon things above, ſuch have 
anicy with Chriſt and in. their faculties (as thou callet them)and 
therefore their members muſt needs be obedientially fubje&, as 
theirs who are ſanifed throughout, [in Body, Sonl and Spirit. 
Pr: What part of him did ſm dwell in, if neither in his Mind, 
Conſcience Aﬀettions, &c. © - WET tots | | 
Anſ. He ſaid, In his fleſh dwelt no good thing, but it was not all 
his-life time of continuance. ER. 
Pr. If yon can find out any other faculty of the Soul, which can be 
a. ſcat for ſia to dwell in,then theſe three ;, the Schooles will be behold- 
ng to Jou for. your new Philoſophy. 
 Anſ.” Wemay therefore fee what Schooles and Diſcipline you 
have, that would be beholding to us, ro find out ſome other faculty 
of the Soul for tin to dwell in ; but me-thinks thou ſhouldlt intend 
better then thy words import, and have ſaid';. You would be be- 
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beholding eo'us, to ſhew you another, which is no ſeat for ſin, ant 
- that you ſhould not ſeek for more room for lin, for it hath as muck 
room amongſt you as Fou can afford it, in all the faculrys, both: 
ſuperior and inferior, both in the Wills, Minds and AﬀeRiors ; Bur. 
Toit had not in the Children of the Light. | 
Pr. The pure Proteitant Religion, which ts keld out from Scrips. 
Fares. <-> 

Anſw. Ts that your pure Proteſtant Religion, that pleads for ſin. 
inall the facultyes of the Soul ?. An impure Religion and Doctrine 
ot the Miniſters of ſin, pure Religion. where it is, there's a keeping 
:nſpotted of the world. | 

Pr. Thereis a Righreou/neſs of Chriſts Sufferings and Merit im- 
puted, Sc. which begets Peace, which may conſiſt with ſin tn abe= 
liever, though therehy no Condemnation to him. 

Anſw. Chriſts Righteouſneſs is known to be pure and perfe, 
and not to conſiſt with ſin, for they are iventiant; and the be- 
liever that's come 20 a fcllowſbip of Chriſts ſufferings, and a conſor- 
mity to his death, to know. his Righteous Will by faith impured ; 
he walks after the ſpirit., not after the fieſh, and to ſarh there's neocons - 
aeningtion, Rom, 1. 8. ; | 
Iz. Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret ſins.. 


n{w.- T hen let not ſecrer fin remain in me all my Life time, let 
not {in and corruption remain in all the faculties of.my Soul ſg 
Jong as I live, 

- Pr.:\There 15-4 Righteouſneſs which is the ſame with Sanftification 
which is not perfett and compleat, therefore naman by this inherent 
Righreanfueſs ts 7uſtified. 

Anſw. What Righteouſneſs ('and whoſe ) is it, which is the 
fame with SanRification, which is not perfect ? Is it Chriſts yea. 
or nay ? And, Is Sanctification imperfect in this Life ?- And, Is this 
that thou calleſt inherent Righteouſneſs? In this thou-haſt but ated 
the part of Sathans m.ſſengers, as here-rofore, and contradicted 
the Apoſtles Docrine, who preached to preſent men perfett in 
Chriſt, and cxborted ro purge themſelves, Tow all filthineſs both of 
fieſh and ſpirit ( and'fo) to a perfetiing of holineſs in the fear of God : 
And, Was not Chriſt made unto them, Righreonſneſs, Sanlbifi- 
' Eation,, and Redemption ? And iis hedevided or imperfect tn what 
he's tothe Saints? What groſe and fa:ſe {tuff haſt thou implyed 
and venics? Andi was thcy that were waſhed ard JOE ; 
DI 23401 | - TPAat 


The Prieſts Principles, Anſwered, ay 

that were juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, andby the ſpiric 
of onr God, Sce, 1 Cor. 6.11. 

- Pr. Tox do not admit of this Doftrine. Your new Light you pre- 

tend,ts nothing but old damnable Popery. 

Anſ. Our new Light ( as thou callcſt it ) is the Light of Chriſt, 
the ſame th2 Apoltles preached. and bears witneſs co their Doctrine 

. againſt thine and the Prieſts who oppoſe it : And its Blaſphemous 
and Damnable in thee, to deem this our Light, nothing bur old 
damnable Popery ; it will appear that thou art nearer Popery then 
we, inthy contending for {un term of Life, but onely thou telleſt us 
not of a Purgatory . | | 
' Pr, Paul had vidtory begun but not compleated, except from the 
the Condemning Power of Sin, but the Reigning Power and Defiling, 
Was not ſubdued totally, &c, 

Anſ. Confulion :' And contraty to Pax!s Dodrine and ſtate, 
to tell of victory, and yer the Reigning Power and Defiling nor 
fubdued totally ; as much as to ſay, his Enemy was conquered and 
yet Reigned ſtill ; whereas he laid, He had fought the good fight of 

faith, and had kept the faith ; be was more then a conquerer through 
Chrijt that loved him. Aud they to whom there was no condemnation 
were in Chriſt, and walked not after the fleſb, but after the ſpirit. 
And was there not fuch as were compleat in Chriſt cowhom Paul 
wrote; and doſt not belicye that he had attained to as high a growth 
as any of th;m to whom he writ or preached ; conlider ir. 

Pr. In the preſent time, Tam ſold under (in, That goodthar I 
would do, I do not; if he had ſpoken to their capacity as weak,, be 
would bave told them, he bad been nnder ſuch a condition, but he was 
delivered from # : Wien Paul fpeaks of a gondition' wherein he Was, 
he does nor ſay, 1 am, &c. | 

Anſ.: Paul did ſpeak- unto the Romans after the manner of 
Men becauſe of the infirmity of their fleſh, Rom.6. He did alſo lignity 

_ the ſeveral ſtates which he had paſſed thorow, as how it was with 
him before the Law came, and how when it came, and his warfare 
as alſo his deliverance ; ſo that I: ſay again and ſtill affirm, that Pau? 
could not be in all thoſe ſtates he mentions, or repreſents to the 
| Romans at one and the ſame time ( when he ſo wrir, as in the pre- 
fent time ) as thou yery blindly haſt aſſerted, argued from 
hence, and caviled againſt the truth of whar I ſaid, and the moſt * 
ſtreſs of what thou ſayeſt _ reaſon, or proof againſt me, _ 

" BY ay 


CES 'F Sr by rg = "F ". * , —_— _ _ 7 : Pe rn LY 
44 - » The Prieſts Principles) Anſwered. Lo 
much as 2 Child might ſay that has learn: his Accidence, Y/:z? 
that the preſent Tenie is not the preterperfect 1 enſe ; whereas if ic- 
muſt be rakenfor'granred from thy feeble reaſon, that Payl was in 
all thoſe ſtarcs at one and the ſame time, then he was both" carnadi 
foll uader ſin and yer ſpirititual , a faithful- Apoſtle that could 
preach in th2 fullneſs of rhe Geſpel; as if carnal fold under ſin; and! 
ſpiritual, made free from the Law of fin and death, by the Law of. 
the Spirit of Life were both onz, bnt, robe carnal ſold under fin 
was miſerable bondage , not eonliſtent with his Saintſhip and 
Spirituallity : And when he ſaid, With me-to will is preſent, but how 
ro perform that which is good, I know not , if that was his preſent 
condition, then ( as 'thou-argueſt ) becauſe ſpoke as in the preſent 
Tenſe ; Th-n what did-Payl at that time in. writing that Epiſtle * 
Did he perfo:m that which is good, yea or nay ? If he did, Then 
knew he what he did? Or, did he do-he knew not what in ic ? 
Surely thy Doctrine-doth ſtrangly miſrepreſent and wrong Paul,” 
that .Servant of Chriſt, andthe -Lords-Freeman, who knew the 
Myſteries of Chriſt, though+ſomerimes, he became as weak to the 
weak, &c. But if it ſhould be objeed,' as ſome vainly have done,. 
thar there was an unregenerate part in Paul, of which: he:ſpeaks 
in thoſe caſes ; then this would. make much.of his Epiſtles to pro- 
ced\ from an unregenerate or carnal -part, 'which\were groſs and 
contrary'to their 'own Docrine:* And iro that: ſaying, if -h*h ad 
ſpoke to them as weak; he'would have told them he had bin under 
ſuch a ſtate, but -he was delivered. from itz to-the yery ſame pur- 
poſe he did ſpeak to them, Rom. 7. 5: For when we were inthe 
fleſh, the motions of the fins which were by the Law did. work in our 
members, tobring- forthfruit ' unto.death ; but now we are delivered 
from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that-we ſhould 
ſerve. innewneſsof ſpirit and not in the oldneſs of the letter, So that 
1ts plain, he told them both of his captivity and of his deliverance; 
peaking in the fore-part of the chapter plainly in ſeveral things, 
with relation to whathe was.in the tieſh in che time paſt, and alfo 
how he' was: delivered ;. and lo; both the body of ſin and death, and 
the law of | ſm, he came to be delivered from by: the law of the ſpiris 

of life in Chriſt ; through whom, alſo he was more then a Conqueror. 

«Pr. How-bold are you, charing the preſent time for the-by-paſt, 
for which you have nenher pajjage in that, ror any other Scriptures, 
the ſence of the words being all along in the preſent time, - þ . 
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"0r:* Phe Preefts Princeples , Anſwered, 
E Azſw. This/is but like' the former, fromignorance both of the 
Scriprures and the Apoſtles ſtates, conclydmg them in'all rho'e 
Rates wherein they perſonated themſ-lves; cirher to repreſent whar 
they had 'gone thotow, or the cPndition of orhers to whom they 
wrot or ſpoke; but*fromthis mdhs ArSamtenr, where Pul aid, 
Chriſt came into'the world to ſave fiuntrsof whom (T ant chiefeſt ] 
and the. Apolite *Fames ; with the ſari tongue bleſs we God, curſe 
we men, theſe things ought not tobe , chicflett ſpoken in the pre- 
ſent time when they writ ; from this. mans\ Argument, Paul*was 
then the chiefeſt or greatelt of ſinners ; How'was he then counred 
_ faithful and-pur ' into rhe Miniftery * Or was he the greateſt or 
chiefelt of finner#wwhen faithful ? Thin whb ate rh+ leaſt-of ſinners 
if the faithful, ſuch'a$ are” Taved by Chriſt be*the chief; And was 
the Apoſtle Fames one that did curſe men,when he exhorted againft 
it, or what he ſaid, had;relation to: them ( or ſome of them )to 
whom he writ? And-Pazls. being the chiefeſt of liners, to his 
being injuribtis and aperſecntor before converted; or if the chiefeft 
of finners after converſions and connted fairhful ; What was he 
befote conyerſion !' Or if it was before ; Then did he not amen& 
and'become better when he came to be'converted, to receive Grace 
and Apoſtleſhip ? Fo th | | 
- Pf. As fori-rhat by-gon®ſlage bifore he was begotten. ; Was he 
groanins er Hbody of dearh ? "W as he'giving thanks for vittory 
through Jeſus Chriſt ? Tet all theft are kiie together. * © 
Secondly, "If ye ſay it was a ſtate after he was begotten of God, 
ye grant all that we affirm ;. that- a Beltevcr ever after he i b:gotrers 
of God, ts _o on 25 . VER 
* Arſw.iThis fil depends on thy former errors and abſurdities 
againſt Paul,” for groxning utider a body of death for deliverance' 
or victory, and' giving thatksF6r victory through” Feſus Chriſt; 
are two differing ſtares; and not knit together as if ' they were 
one and the fame condition ;, How blindly and fottifhly haſt thou 
rea:oned herein? TO ATEDE IONIC. = * LANE 
Secondly, Tf'we (ay it" was: a ſtate-afrer he wis begotten, /7z, 
thathe was groaning' for deliverance, we* do norigrihe rherefore 
that a Believer ever after 'is nor 'ffee from' Sin, as fally andabs 
ſardly thou infe;rclt upon us ; as if 'a Belieyzr had tiv-growth nor 
encreaſein' faith and vitory aſter: bez >rten of God, which if it, 
be thy belief, according as thy words imply,it 1s not ours; = we 
1), now, - 
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43 *The Prieſts Frmnaples,' Anſwered... 
know and belicve a growing from ſtrength to ſtrength, and a 
revelation of Gqds Righteouſneſs from Faith te Faith in the tru: 
B-lcivers, and that by. Faith victory -is obtained, by rees, With” 
ſuch as arc begotten and born _of God, whom, the wicked one. 
cannot, touch ; and through Faith in the Power of God, Ever- 
laſting Salvation comes. be..artained. to by, them ; ſuch as keep 
the Faith, and hold faft the profeffion of i without wavcring. 

_ Pr. They do not fo. perſeitly.mortiſy, as that there are no luſts in 
them; otherwiſe it were co no purpoſe for Peter t0exhort the belizving 
Hebrews to abſtain from their luſts.. ... , 

Anſw. Nay, Herein thou haſt Fregfand erverted, and wrong- 
ed Peers end and intention, .which; is clearly . agairit ſuch; as chou 
art, who plead for continuance of ſm and luſts inthem; which if 
they alwayes bero continue, here,..and cannot be abſtained from 
25 thou incimateſt, then ro what purpoſe was it for Peter to exhort 
them to abſtain from them, eſpecially if he; had been of thy faith 
that they could nat, or had not PORE. to abſtain from luſt, &c. 
But herein thou haſt ſufficiently diſcoyered whoſe ſervant thou 


Pr., When they are Believers and hegotgen, they are ſo freed that 
the evil one cannot touch them. | | 

..; Anfw.. Much leſs lead them. into, S1n,.or keeps up the reigning 
power of it in themſo long as they. live::, This contradits: all chy 
. corrupt Pleas and Arguinencs. for Sins | ©. - 

- Pr. 'They do not. fulfil its Luſts, a to continue in Sin wilfully and 
Wlibereey without repentance ; yet they are not freed from Sin 
wholly. | | | 

.  Anſw. Yes wholly, when the wicked one hath ngt power to 
Ra all But thy Lying they do not fultil ics Luſts; - to con- 
tinue-1n Sin'wilfully wighout repcnrance z now not this: be 
taken thar they. do continue in Sin, Luſts, but not wi fully withour 
repentance z But do. they,, Sin wilfully with repentance? Haſt 
- thoucleared Gods Children ps Preys ſuch. as mk ofrer 
the [pirit,, {hall net-fulfil-the4uſt of\ the fleſb; but are in that which 

enlr cont a Ne oro «4 deſires, and-ſubjes. the whole 
_ ante thewill of God; 3x. -to;Righteouſneſs.and Holynels. 

- Pr: Ju many things we offtnd all. : * | 

; Anſw- But not in, Chriſt theme thing z for, hs that abides in 
bim ſinneth, not. | | ELIOW NES eh 30h, FN | 
fs 


' Pr, To be unblattiable'; Js that Grace ? Is itniverſal in all parts 
of the renewed man, though not abſolute,” 8c. to be nnblameabie and 
unreproveable, may ſtand with Sins of infirmity, 

Anſw. To be unblameable, is to Live as the Grace teacheth ; 
namely; To deny ungodlineſs and worldly laſts,” and'to live godly and 
ſoberly in this preſent world : For Sin and Uhgodlinefs is blameable 
and reproyeable whereyer it is, it being contrary to the Grace and 
its teaching, which is abſolute as well as univerſal inthe renewed 
man, and is not conliſtent wich Sin, nor imperfe& as. you Prieſts 
of Scotland have rendered Grace, Faith; cs: as they among you 
formerly, that curſed every- one that Girh, Faith is without Sin, 
and would have all the people rofay Amen:to it ; wherein your 
blind zcal ont-runs your underſtandings, and made you: diſcoyer 
your folly and madneſs, to ſer people on curling}; yea, to curſe 
ſuch as held the Truth, contrary to that Doctrine, bleſs and 
eurſe n0t.. | | | 


Pr. In the Book of Common Prayer, there & a promiſe, To 


forſake the Devil and all his. Works, the yain Pomp and Glory of 
the world, and Sinful Luſts of the fleſh, and be led by Gods Spirit 
to keep his Commandments : Mary of thoſe who promiſe may do 
this, and keep it in the ſencethe Scripture holds, that s ; that they 
ſhall diſallow, purpoſe and endeavour againſt thoſe ills, nec 

- Anſw. So, Here thou haſt juſtified. theſe' promiſes, and'tany 
of thoſe who promiſe as keeping ir, *that is { ayel thou'Ythey, 
ſhall diſallow, purpoſe and endeavour againft thoſe. ills, as if that 
| purpoſe were a yy Devil and all his 'Works, ec. 

the Sinful Luſts of the fleſh, a keeping Gods Commandments, e+c, 
when as thou haſt denyed that any may artaine to fuch a ſtate, 


but they muſt purpoſe and endeavour after it ; whenas theprortiſe , 


is abſolute, to forſake all fin, Y:z. all the Works of the Devil, 
and to walk in the Commandments of God all their life. What 2 
medly haſt thou made here, like the time-ſerving Prieſts ; that 
vindicate the Commoen' prayer. and Fpiſcopacy, after they haye 
denyed it, and many of them covenanted againſt it : We'thoughr 
that the Prieſts and Kirk of Scotland, had beent more zealous and. 
fincere- in their way againſt the Epiſcopal Traditions, thch thou 
haſt here appeared : 'Will the reſtof thy Brethren of the Kirk; of 
Scotland own thee inthis matter ? Orart thou cheir mouth ; that 
#hou takeſt uponthee;to be ſuch.a'contender for the pure Proteſtanr 
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to tell of God-fathers and God-mothers, ?, And. to..cauie tem 
to.promiſe and vow, in.. the Infants name} and tor. the Irtaut (as 
its ſuxcty. ).to forfake the Devil and all, his Wor! s, ie, ali che 
Sinfal FS deſires.of rhe fleſh, and to, keep Gagrho' Will 
and, Commandments, when. you-do nor bclieye.1r. polhibi-10,c0,do 
in this Life. OS SEE o Cp Jt Io to <liproroiges hos 

Pr. As many, who are,commended for. keeping his Commands, 
their Sins and Failings. are not-with-flanding Tecordgd.  -_ 

_ Anſw. Sins and Failings;are not. confiſtent with keeping Gods 
Commandgcnts,; Sjn being a, tranſpreſſion| of the Law ; which, 
when tran{grefſed and failed, of keeping, iris not. kepr then, nor 


the blamelels Nate ſtogd in... be bf 
x. You with graſs ſubtilty bear out this ſence ; That he who at 
bi death is ma holy 5, made holy ſomtimes before his death, 
' Anf. He's ſometime a dying betore dead, if at their death, 
be.upon. their fear or dying-(.as. thou fayeſt ) yea, ſomeare 
, BAGS © - 1b KIPY +. % Es 
any \houres, | havigg, the ſymptomes ;and. pangs. of «death 'vpon 
he 2p they arg, dead, and.in this ſcnce I ſuppoſed thou in- 
ten {eſt, þ r ſaying at their death. they are freed, ©. that it was 
hon. heir ying, when. the throws ,or . pangs of death arc upon 
em ; or; when we commonly ſay... perſon is a dying, when he 
reathes. very, Weakly, taincly, and; ſqmetimes with ſhort breath- 
ings, a, little bcfqrebrearth;is quitc, goge, and then there mult needs 
be © fi e ſpace-4n this 14 Feforc+ the: perſon is quite dead. - | 
©''Pr. You might as well. infer, .if one ſhould ſay, that at -bis death 
Þ:s Soul aod Body are {ſeparate ; that he ſaid, they are ſepurate fome- 
vorne before his death ;, at b15, death is, meant ummeatatly upon his 
",. Apſ.. A falſe inference. put.upon;, my words, which doth'rot 
NET ew: we Fs _ Ar Pady are ſeparate,- or the 
*S0al 1s gonz out. of *þe Yody,. this 15 after:death, now: upon dying 
is not after death ; for when, the . Body, is, without the Spirit it is 
dead ;, ſo, if thou wilt, haye1t,, that when the Soul and Body are 
Feparate, .the B-leiver/is then, free from (ia; nisnotm this Lite, 


: 


\ 


| and then ; Where's the , Popes Pyrgatory {, And. who! is gow. 


mY 17 $2» 23/ he . 
guilty,of damnable Popery, £, is this! your pure, Proteſtant Relt- 
SPEr py; 15). ooh ag) agen, $1 ES bp 

_ Pr. I-never found- but, that they: { Vize our Brethren ) ſaids 
= hats enbrtaaror PT Rd»  Beſdovers 
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The Priefts Principles, Anſwered, ay 
Belewvcys Souls either at their death ( which is immediately upon thery 
death ) or after death, are made perfettly holy and recerved into 
glory. 

Arſw. Upon dying, and after death are two things, fo it ap-. 
pears ſtil] you are devided fomewhat in this point 5 f: me 
of you ſaymg, upon their- dying, Beleivers are made perfealy 
holy, others ſay, after death ; however by this we may obſerve 
that your DoQtrine tends -to make people ſerve the Devil ( by 
m_ inlin) ſo long as they have any. time and ſtr:ngth, to do 
any ſervice tor him ; that is, till they can ſerve him no longer. 

Pr. They may mean and underſtand, that the perfett holineſs of 
bath Soul and Body u not to be till the ReſurreFion , which is nothing 
differing from that which I ſay; I-do not ſay that the Body in the 
* grave ts capable of holineſs till it be raiſed, 3 

Anſw. If this doth nothing differ from what thou ſayct, its 
very itrange, dideſt not ſay a little before [| upon his dyiug ? } 
What's done upon his dying ? Is he made wholy free from Sin yez 
or nay ? If thou meaneſt onely the Soul, that that's onely freed 
from Sin at death or upoz dying, and not the Body till it be rai{ei 
( as thou ſayeſt ) Then what becomes of the Sins and impurity.of 
tie Body in the mean time, or the defilments and pollutions thcre- 
ef ? Doth it dye with the Body ( ſeeing the Soul is pure when it 
aſcends to God? ) Orif the Body be not capable of Sin inthe 
grave ; Then where is the being of unholineſs and corruption to be 
done away, ſo long after death as is ' imagined ? Or to ſay that 
perf. & holyneſs of both Soul and Body, is not till the Reur- 
recion ; ( how long after death you know not ) Doth not this 
- make for the Papiſts imagination of a Purgatory ? For if the te- 
ing throughly purged from all unholineſs be not till after death, 
it muſt be ſome where ; but this your Do&rine is cont ary to the 
Apoſtles, who ſaid ; How can we that are dead unto ſin, leve any 
lorger therein ? And being made free from ſin, &c. He bath 
praſhed 1 from our Ps in his own blood, &c. 

Pr. From Pro. 24.16 It cannot be ſo properly ſaid, The godly 
fall ſeven times into trouble and ri e again. 

Anſw. Yes, The godly falls into many troubles and affiittions ; 
but God delivereth them, out of them all. * And he 1s with them 
m ſix troubles, and in ſeven he will not forſake them, And its plain 
from that of Pro. 24. 15, 16. that the jult mans falling ſey.n _ 
OS, : G ; EE. 


he ae a ee ne nn EY "ns 
» 


"_ _ CE ee AI rr Ne DFE 
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and riling again, is of another nature then the wickeds falling 
into miſchief ; for in veyſe. 15, 16. its ſaid, Lay not watt ( O wicked 
man ) againſt the awelling of the righteous : ſpoyl not his refting place: 
For a jujt man faileth ſeven times and riſeth up again : but the wicked 
fall into miſchief. It 1s not ſaid (as many of you have wronged 
the Scripture ) that the Righteous man lins ſeven times a day ; 
yea, ſome of the Prieſts ard Profeſſors, have not onely ſaid ſo, bur 
have alſo ſaid ; that the moſt Righteous man that 13 ( or eyer 
Was ) ſins ſeven times a day, which is a deceit and corruption put 
upon Scriptnre, 

Pr. As for my ſaying a day, it was a miſtake of the citation of the 
place, though ts not contrary to ſence ; for Chrijt ſaith to Peter that 
he ſhould forgive his Brother ſeventy times ſeven times , which 
:mplyeth that a Brother may offend in the day time. 

A.1f he who is a Brother may offend in the day time;Doth it the:e 
fore follow that all the godly or brethren do fall into lin ſeven times 
aday ? And wilt thou ( to ſerve thy perverſe and corrupt.end ) 
ſay, in that a Brother. may offend ſeventy times ſeven, therefore 
he Sinneth ſeven times every day all his time ? Surely thy im- 
plicite conſequence, is a miſtake and error { and thou haſt wronged 
the Scriptures ) as well as thy citation ot the place mentioned. 
But we ſee thou wilt ſtand by the Devils Cauſe, though thon ccm- 
eſt never ſo fcebly off; yea, and fall with tt. 

Pr. I grant that the Child of God cannot Sin totally and finally 
and whoſo doth it, is of the Dewil. 

Anſw. Herein again thou haſt wreſted and added to the 
Scripture, as often before, Totally and Fina/ly are thy own words, 
and not the words of John, who affirmed, That he that's born of 
God ſinneth'not ; neither can he : To ſay he that commits Sin To- 
tally and Finally is of the Devil ; Is this all the diſtinction of the 
Devils Servants and Children, from the Children of God ? How 
miſerably haſt thou pleaded Gods Childrens cauſe ? Surcly they 
have no Reaſon to be beholding to the, but may juſtly exclude 
thee for wronging of them. 

Pr. Jn the ſence ye imply it, that he who Sinneth at all, or in whom 
their's any defect ; thus none living then ever knew or ſaw him: Thoſe 
who are commended for knowing him, Sinned. 

Secondly, Job curſed his day, David, what ſad falls he had is 
k:own, Jeremiah, the Apoſtles ; all of chem. * 


nſw. 
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. "Anſw. That [ he ] that Sinneth and is of the Devil, and that 
T he] that Sinneth- not who is of God are two contrary births 
( and that which ts born of the ſpirit us ſpirit, as that which u born of 
the -fleſh 5 fleſh ) which if thou krewelt the difference of, and were 
ſeperated trom the evil and joyned to the good, thou wouldeſt r.ot 
go about to confound them, nor groſly to pervert the Scriptures 
and to accuſe Gods Birth, or Child as thou haſt done. 

Secondly, And why doeſt thou not tell us of their dejiverances 
as well as their fails, and of their conqueſt which( by d:grees ) 
they obtained in their Life time ? But this would make againſt thee 
and thy ill cauſe for Sin and Sathan, whoſe work thou art in. 

Pr, You fay a Believer is free from all Sin, which we ſuppoſe you 
ameant of 4 Believer from the very inſtant that he begins to be a Be- 
liever ; as ye ſaid, that the Spirit cannot be united unto $11, | 

Anſw. Nay, It is not our Principle that a Believer, from tle 
very inſtant that he begins to be a Believer, is free from all Sin ; 
thy ſuppolition herein and much of thy matter grounded upon ic 
is falſe, thou haſt gone about to overthrow our Principles, when 
thou art yet to learn what we hold in this matter: For a man is 
a Believer whilſt in the faith he is war: ing againſt Sin, and waiting 
to ob:aine viftory over it, and to come 27to the glorions liberty of 
the S#ns of God : The victory is not obtained at the very fir{t be- 
g1-ning of Gods work ina Soul, but by aegrees through Faith, 
which purifes the h:aits of them that tFelicve, and- receive power 
in the Light of Chriſt and Spirit of Life, to become the Children 
of God and of the Light, which hath no unity with Sin ; nor can 
have with perſons, but as they forſake Sin and come out of it, | 

Pr. As you contradith your ſelf, ſo you dothe Truth ; For can 
Sin be in any man, and the ations flowing, and the man not be Sin- 
ful? If Sm be ina man, doth it not defile him ! 

Arnſw. Tf the ations of Sin be lowing from a man he 13 (ſinful, 
but there isa time when the Belciver warreth againſt Sin, and can 
fay as Panl did, Its nor I that Sins , but Sin that awelleth tn 
Mme. And there's a time wherein there be Sins that do eaiily deſet'; 
and when Sin is preſented in th: Temptation, when it is not yeulded 
unto bur” withſtzod, and by degrees overcome by Faith, in the | 
power of Chriſt : But this is hid from all blind contendcrs for Sin. 

Pr. Neither doth that paſſage which ye abuſe ( its not I but Sin 
that dwelleth in me) imply any thing of that kend that he dath not Sn, 
| - . G32 | Anſw, 
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Anſw. What is this leſs then to ſay, Paul ſaid not true, whers. 
he ſaid, /ts not I that ſin but ſin that dwelleth in me ? But to diſtin» - 
Suiſh, between the rwo Sceds and two Births, that which did not 
Si, and that which did Sin, it appeares thou knowelt not, but art 
very ignorant,and blindly cavilleſt in many things. 

Fr. God judgeth of his Children that are thus devided, according 
20 the bciter and ſoundey part,as is that of the Spirit which t moſt pree 
ailing with them, and unto which they do adnere ;. and not accor- 
ding to the Fleſh which- they renounce, and. unto which they reſiſts 
and wich by little and little they overcome. 

A The Spirit. moſt prevailing in Gods Children,they adhere.to it, 
and reliſt and renounce the Fleſh, and yer the Fleſh have the be:- > 
rer', What Dodtrine is this, and what contradidion ? And how 
doth this oppoſe the Spirirs ſufficiency, and the end of their ad- 
hereing to it; which is, that.they may be thorawly ſanctified both 
in Body, Soul, and Spirit, 

Pr. Tadeed you ho your ſelf a Patron of Sin, in ſaying, that ths 
Children of God when they come ſhoyt of the good they would, and 
when they do the evil they we'd nor, they do not Sin : Now whether 
yo, or theſe you rail againſt, deſerve to be accuſed as defenders of 
Sin : You ſay that a Believer, when he doth the evil be would not, he 
Srumeth not ; No more wile defence of Sin imaginable, then to ſay, 
that Peters denyal of Chriſt with a curſe, was no Sin ;, and Davids 
adultery ; Whether hz that acknowledgeth Sint in the godly, or be 
that ſaycth the. fouleſt Sins are not Sins ; becauſe forſooth they may 
be warring againſt them? | 

Anſw. Herem haſt thou abuſed me, and ſought to render me 


odious for that which is none of my ſaying, touching the Children 


of God; neither did I ever ſay, that doing evil is not. Sin , nor 
yet grant thy univerſal Charge againſt Gods Children, of coming 
' thort of good and doing evil ; nor that all that Paul writes of him- 
ſelfinthar kind ; Was. then his preſent condition : Hcrein hat 
thou but begged the queſtion, and belied me in ſLveral things 
. grounded upon thy miſrepreſenting our Principles before ; and fo 
the Patron and vile defenter of Sin thou art, andnorT ; who to © 
defend it, haſt in genera] accuſed all God Children with Sin term 
of Life. Neither did I ever ſay,. Peters denial of Chriſt, and D a- 
yias adultery, are no Sins as here I am belied and ſlandercd, 
by one in impudency, and the ſpirit of lyes : And as for Peten 
| : and. 


- . © "The Prieſts Principles, Anſwered. 53 
and David ; Where ever did they commit thoſe Sins aftcr 
they had repcnted of them ? Sure'y this inſtance is no proof that 
Gods Children muſt have Sin { or dare Sin) all th:ir life time: 
How-be-it Paul was no defender of - Sin in ſaying, Its not 1 that 
Sin, but Sin that dwelleth in me | by ail which S1n is {till acknow-- 
ledged ro be Sin] and when they knew the warring againſt Sin, and 
the travel in order to obtain victory, and coming into the ſtate of + 
the perfc& Birth ( that's brought forth in the Image of God ) 
they knew the difference between the two Seeds in them, and a 
Sing on in the work of faith, rill the old man with his deeds wers 
put off, and the new man put 0n.. 


Pr: Neither that of 1.John. 2. I write unto you that you may 
not (in, prove that they were free of Sin fo as they did not Sin ; for 
then why doth he fub;oyn ( bur if we ſin, we have an advocate with 
the Father ) thz#4 you have wickedly ſeparated what God hath joyned, 
Chriſt was given for an advocate for the Sins of thoſe whom Jchn 
calleth little Children, and his own, which therefore were to be, 


An. _ writing unto them not to Sin, ſurely was contrary 
to thy pleading for Sin, for the very tenour ct thy doctrine 1s con- 
 trary to his in this caſe. And what is it God hath joyned that (thow 

ſayeſt ) we have wickedly ſ:parated ? Is it Believers and Sin, or 
the advocate and Sin ? This were blaſph:mous to ſuppoſe or aſſert ; 
how grofly haſt thou ſhewed thy ſelfe-in this matter : And ſurely 
thou haſt drawn but a bad conſequence from 7ohws ſaying, If any 
Man fin we bave. an advoeate, that therefore Fobns and the little 
Childrens Sins were to be, or that the Devils work in part, re- 
maines un-ſ{ubdued'in the Children of God , tor Joh doth nor ſay 
little Children you have. an advocate, and therefore your: Sins are 
to be, or the Devils work muſt remain in you-unſubdued all your 
lite time, bur I write u#to you. that you ſin not, and if aiiy man ſm 
( which is not every man is to Sin-): we have an'advecate. with the 
Father ; this 1s he that was tocail and help them out of Sin, and 
whoſe blood did clcanſe from all Sin, for 7ohn propoſed a way 
and a.remedy for them, ro bring them out of all tin, but thou haft 
propoſed a way tending to keep all peopl- in Sin all their days, who 
thus haſt contended for the Deviis work, made ſuch a ſad conſe- 
quence bath of 7ohus words, ard of Chriſts b.ing an ad- 
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advocate, that therefore Sins are to be. A monſtrous inference. 

Pr, That the Devils work in: part remains un-f; ubdued in the Chil- 
dren of God, appears by that Paul {a:th to the Romans, The God 
of peace ſhall tread down Satan under your fcet ſhortly, 

0M. 1 5. 29. { ; 

An. That the God of peace ſhould tread down Satan under tLeir feet 
ſhortly, 15 a proof azaialt thy (:1f, and contradicts thy Doctrine for 
che Devils work remaining in the Child of God ; for where Satan 
is trod:n down und.r foot, dominion is obtained over him and 

his work. | 

Pr. We have peace, our peace flands in our juſtifieation, yet there 
are remains of Sin within us which we are to mourn for. 

Ana. The. Saints peace ſtands in Righteouſneſs, wl.ich is rot 
conliſtent with Sin, which is the cauſe of mourning where it 1s not 
done away ; but thou haſt confounded the ſtare of peace, ard 
the ſtare of mourning, like one ignorant both of true pcace, and of 
the effect of true ſorrow and mourning. 

Pr. We are all compaſſed about with infirmities and ſ«bjc& to 
paſſions as was Elias, who had ths Spirit of God and peace to, and 
yet had matter of groaning even in thoſe paſſions. 

Arn. The Apoſtles inltance of El:as teing fubje to like paſſi- 
ons, Was in the caſe of praying for the ſick,to ſhew how prevailing 
the cftectual fervent praycr of a Righteous man is, 7am. 5. 15, 16. 
which proves quite againſt thee, whilſt thou accounteſt paſſions 
inthe general az being Sins, for paſſions are ſufferings which may 
b- of divers ſorts, as that of ſickneſs and othcrs ; as alſo it is nor 
true that Elsas was ſubje&t to that the Prieſts are, whileſt thou 
rakeit paſſions for Sins, nzither-was he ſo paſſionate in that kind 
as to pl-ad and contend for Sin'as yon do : Myore-oyr where its 
laid, that Paul and Barnabas ſaid unio them ( that woald have 
done ſacritice to them ) We ave men of like paſſions with you, AR. 14. 
they coald not intend by paſſions, that they were men of like Sins 
and Tranſgreſſtons wich thoſe heathens, as being ſuch Idolaters, 0c 
ſubject ro cy up and worſhip men a5Gods,or to ſacrihce yato them 
as they didto Pax! and Ba-ndbas, whom they termed Mercurirs 
and 7:pirer ; ſo in this thy crror is ſulticiently dereRed, who upon 
ſuch atalſe ground (rach-r then be lilent) haſt pl-ad-d for ih2 work 
of th: Devil. | 

Pr. Here is another -Arminian and Popilh error, that Believers 
fall away ftom Grace totally. nr An. 
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Az. Thou mighteſt as well have charged the Apoſt'es with an 
Armiznian and Popilh error, who hejd the ſame that we 4», tonch- 
ing, falling away from Grace, which many have been [able to 
( though not all Believers ) and therefore both Perer and Pau! and 
o:hers, did warn them in-their Epiſtles to the ſame purpoſe as we 
do, and both Paul to the Corinthians, and Peter in his ſecond 
Epiſtle, Chap. 2. as alſo that Epiſtle to the ,Hebrews, do largely 
prove our Doctrine in this matter, | 

Pr. Evil Works come not from Faith in the Believer. 

Aa. If evil Works come not from Faith, then Perer and David 
ſtood not in the Faith wh-n they fell ; and this proves wha: I ſaid 
of them, which rhou haſt reviled me for. 

Pr. Chriſt ' ſaid to Peter when thou art converted, where you ſay,that 
Peter was never converted before his repentance, but onely convinced, 
which contradilts that you ſaid he erred from the Faith : Its againi(t 
Chriſts prayer ſaying, | have prayed for thee that thy faith may not 
fail : if he bad not Faith when Chriſt ſpake theſe words to him, When 
thou art converted ſtrengthen thy Brethren ; onely do ſignify when 
he ſhoiild be fully recovered. 

An. Her thou fighteſt with thy own ſhadow, for it doth not 
to.low that Peter had no Faith, when he was convinced before full y 
converted, and the words, When tl:ou art converted ſtrengthen thy 
Brethren, are Chriſts own words to Peter, about which thou haſt 
this wrangled againſt me, which plain enough imply that there 
was ſomthing which was not of Faith, that Peter was to be 
converted from ; and Faith is given in meaſure in the convinccment 
in order toa through convcriion, as alfſ thou grants that theſe 
words, When thou art converted, do l{ignify when he ſhould be fully 
recovered from th: ſad breach his fall made on his Soul ; what a full 
recovery and yet the Devils work remaining all his time;what con- 
fulion's this? And is the full recovery called c:nverſion az thou ſayſt? 
Then you that contend for {ins remaining all your Life tim2,remain 
all your t'm2 in the unconverted ſtate; and that the Deſciples had ſom 
Faith b-fore they we-e thus fully converted, is the thinz which T 
have confeſſed, which ſtill makes for what I ſay ; that there is a 
poſibility of falling from the Faith, before this work of conver- 
fion is fully wrought, and therefore the more need of being 
watchful and exerciſing that lirtle Faith recieved ; fo thatI do 
not maintain Satans work, or ſay that he overthrew Peters Fairh 
s falflv T am accuſed. | Pr, 
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. Pr. Ir « mot ſad Doitrine (as you ſay ) but comfortable, that a 
Believer may fall, as David and | eter, whercas he doth not fall wholly 
away. 
= Ts this Doarine counted Authentick or Orthodox in the 
Kirk of Scotland, that it is not ſad Doctrine but comfortable, that 
a B:lieyer may fall,as David and Peter did ? And do you propoſe 
this to your Auditors as matter of comfort ? Surely if you do, 
you are miſſerable comforters ; for to be comforted with telling 
them they may fall, as David and Peter did, is tobe comforted 
with denying Chriſt, and commiting adultery, as it may be prob- 
able, too to many of your Kirk take comfort in ſuch things ; 
which whilſt they do, your Stoo] of Repentance will not oblolye 
them, nor prove them to be in ti® Faith, how-be-ita few line; 
becore, in contradiction to thy ſelf, thou confelleſt that Perers fall 
did weaken. his Graces and cloud his comforts very much, and 
| ſurely ic was matter of Sorrow, and bitter Lamentation to him, 

as alio was Davids fall to him ; for which he ſuffered the Ferrors 

of the Lord, and great Sorrow and Tribulation, .as at large in his 
complaints and prayers may be proved. | 

Pr. What a brave Patron of your Cauſe are you, when in defence 
of this, that a Belicuer may not Sin ;, ye ſay hemay fall wholly away 
from Grace. | | 

An. Here thou haſt groſly perverted and wrongcd my words, 
for that ſome Believers may fall, is not my defence to prove that 
they may be fully reſtored and perfected, ſo as not to {in ; but 
that there is a ſtate in which tis poſtible for ſome to fall away from 
CG ace, whch is before they come to that perfe&tion and ſafety 
that anſwers the end of their Faith and Prayins, &c. This cuts 
off much of thy cavilling frothy falſe accuſation. 

Pr. Ye aſk if 1 can inſtance in Peter or David any thing ( Viz. 
Sin. ) before thiir death ( which they were not freed from before their 
acceaſe ) 

Aniw. Though I could not injtance groſs falls of ſuch a foul na- 
rure, yet they have their failings; Eliah an old Prophet, ſubje&t 
zo like paſſions that we are ; Peter walked not with a ſtreight foot, Da- 
vid fazth, if thou enter into Judgement, &c. | 

An, Here thou haſt gone about ro accuſe David, and Elias, and _ 
Peter with failings till their death, bur in proving thy charge com s 
yery taintl; off, for that of paſſions is anſwered before ; and what 
8 . thou 
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riou ſayeſt of Perers not-walking wich a ſtreight foot ; Was tha® 
tilldeath ? Or did-he'fo walk all his- Life timg ? Surcly thou haſt 
- -h:rein greatly wronged Peter and the reſt of ther, and though 
there be a tim2 and a {tate wherein, if G2d enter into Judgment 
who can. be juſtified, yer there is a ſtate wi:erein his people are 
Redeemed through Judgment; and purged, by the ſpirit of judge- 
ment and burning. | 

Pr. You maintain that a Belicvey from the firſt Sinneth nor. 

- - An. Thy-acculing-of me wich maintaining that a Believer is 

freed from all Sin, from the firſt time he is a Believer, is a falthood 

endan abuſe pur upon m2 ; for. he is a Believer before he obtain 

victory; and is taught to believe in the Light, that he may be a *' 
Child of the Light, and ſo become born of God. | 

. -Pr. You do ſymbol.ze with the Papiſts, ſaying Believers arefreed 
from all Sin 5 which yet they do not bo'd of all Believers, but of ſome of 
their Perfettionaries. Te ſay ye do not hold Merit or Purgatory. - 

An. Nay, Thou haſt ſymbolized with the Papiſts, - who haſt 
pleaded for (in till death, and faid alſo that perfe&t holineſs both 
of Soul and Body, is rot to be till the Reſurre&ion, when that ſhall 
be thou'knoweſt not, which ( as before was anſwered thee ) makes 
for their.imagination of a Purgatory ; but if the Papilts hold that 
ſome Believers are free from all Sin and perfected in this Life, 
therein they outſtrip thee and the P-ieſts, who would cxclude all 
B-lievers from perfection and freedom in this Life. 

Pr. Ye ſay that all men have a like Light and Grace, ſome do at- 
tain to ſalvation, others not, which preceedeth not from any differ- 
ence of Grace given by God, bur that others bave better improven the = 
Light given to all, which improvement muſt ind:cd come from free 
will. Te hold Merit. You are not ſo ingenious as Papiſts. | 

An.. Concerning Grace being given alike to all, if thou inten- 
deft in meaſure or quanity, thoy haſt vainly made repetitions 
withour ground againſt ns ; bat as for the improvement of the 
Grace it comes not from free will, as falſly thou haſt ſaid, but 
from the capacity the creature is pur into by the Grace it ſelf ;, for 
- mans will is not made free of ic ſelfe, but by che Grace or Power 

of God, which worketh in man to will and to do < Bur and if ſomes 
not attaining of ſalvation, is becauſe its either from a difterence of 
the Grace given by God, or for want of ſufficient Grace given 
by him; according to thy Doctrine, then this charges the faulr 
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upon God as being partial, and the occaſion of ſome mens de- 
ſtruſtion, contrary 10 that ſaying;of the Prophet, He willeth nor _ 
the death of a ſmner, but rather hs retwe, &c) oO oO 

Pr. That the Light that Chriſt enlighteneth all men with, ts fuſf + 
cient for the knowledg of the myſteries of the Kingdom,” 15 contrary. 
ro Scriptures. - | | | 

An. Nay, It is not contra'y to the Scriptures, that the Ligft 
of Chriſt in men, is ſufficient for the knowledg of myſteries of the- ' 
Kingdom ſavingly, in that tis ſufficient for believing, leading out 
of darkneſs and to receive the Light of Life. _ 

And they from whom God hath hid thoſe myſteries, are ſuch” 
as diſobey the Light, . and ſhut their eyes againſt it, as Chriſt ſaid, . 
Theiy eyes have they cloſed, &C. leaſt they ſhould ſee, and be converted- 
and I ſhould heal them. All which doth: evidence the defe& and 
faulr not to be in the Light of Chriſt, but in them thar diſobey it. 

Pr, The natural man cannot know the things that are of God, 
be bath no ſufficient Light to know that which he cannot know. ' 

An. That therefore he hath no ſufficient Light, is no true conſe- 
quence ; . for then by this, none have Light ſufficient whilſt in the 
natural ſtate, which all are in before they are made ſpiritual ;. 
thy conſcquence had onely held to prove the Light inſufficient, 
if thou couldeſt have. proved: that they that are in the fallen and 
natural ſtate cannot be changed, nor reſtored into a ſpiritual ſtate 
{ but this were groſs ro affirm 7] fer as man is natural heccannor- 
know the things of the Spirit, bu: the ſpiritual man doth.: 

_ Pr. The Jewes. that had the outward meanes ſbut their. eyes. 
againſt it , neither doth it mean of the Light of Chriſt within, ex- 
cept onely the Light of nature. 

An. The 7ews had net onely an outward* meanes, but alſo an 
1nward Light, the good Spirit of God-given to them thou gh-they 
Reb-lled , and the Word nigh them ,- in their heaits, &c. 
which was not a Light of nature ; Herein thou haſt greatly er- 
red ; And would Chriſt have reproved any for ſhutting their eyes 
againit that which is natural and inſufficient, and made that the 
cauſe of their- not being converted and healed ? See Mar. 13 15. 
Thine and the Priefts darkneis and ignorance in this matter ; How 
orcat is it ! - 

Pr. The Kintdom of. God being Righteouſneſs, Peace, 7oy 
w ihe Holy. Ghojt, no man that. tant wot the Santtifyine Spi- 
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-rit, bathwit or had it within him, no peace nor joy in the wicked. 
:\ fx. The Kingdom of heaven was in the Phariſees or Jews 
as Chrilt ſaid, -T he kingdom of heaven 1s within you, Luk. 17. 21: 
when they were anfantifyed: though they were not come into it, 
nor to attain to the righteouſneſs and peace of it, for that's at- 
Tained to by ſuch as are tranſlated out of darkneſs into the Light, 
forall that: have a true Light and Secd in them are not in ic. 
Pr. The Light of the Scriptures is a Light ſhining in a dark, 
place, 2 Pet. 1. | | 
Arn. The Light that Petey direRted them to, was the more ſure 
Word of prophecy, 2 Per. 1. And was that the Scriptures of rhe 
Prophets ? Or did that Light come from them ( or from Chriſt ? } 
If ſo.; then, Why were they no: direRed. to the Scriptures of the 


Apoſtles 7 Or , Were the Scriptures of the Prophets more ſure ' 


then the Apoſtles writings ? Surely the Light which leads to the 
day ſtar ariſing in the heart, thou art exceeding ignorant of, and 
thy darkneſs may be felt. _ 

Pr. How groſs Pelagioniſme 75 that, the ſame Light which was 
Santtifying to others that obeyed, was Condemning 10 Judas and 
Cain: [s Gods revealing of thoſe things aud hiding of them, the 
ſame Sanitifying Light and WWuminatuon ? 

An. God who revcals thoſe things to the obedient that he hides 
from the diſobedient ; this plainly contradi&ts thee and thy former 
words, for God is ſtill the | wo Light, and it is the Spirt of Truch 
thar Sanctifyes and Juſtifyes the Righteous or Obedient, that re- 
proves the world of ſin, &c. And this is the condemnation, that 
light 1s come into the world and men' love darkneſs rather then 
light, &c. Joh. 3- So in this matter thou halt ſhewed thy ſelf ig- 
norant of the Scriptures. | 

Pr. Where there are many Words of God, being tak:n together 
they are called the Word of God. | 

An. Thou mightelt as well ſay, that many words and one we r 
are both one ; Where proveſt thou thy aſſertion ? For in conra- 
diction to this preſently after, the Scriptures call Chriſt che Word 
of God in ſome places, and ſure the Scriptures and Chriſt are 
diſtinguiſhed ; they are nor Chriſt. 

Pr. K. 8. 46. That there is no man liveth and f(inneth not. Ur 
doth not ſay, there is no man liveth. and hath not ſinned. | 
An, He that abideth in Chriſt the ſecond Cover ant finneth 

So | Se oo | not, 
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Nt but is redeemed out of thar ſtate in which there is-no mati that: 
tnneth not, and 7ehr ſaid, If we ſay we have mot ſinned we make him 
aiar, &c, 1 Job. 1.10. - | 

Pr. Their begetting #5 in order of nature before their faith. 

An. Whe e. proveſt that ? Is begetting in the unbelief then, 
and not in the Faith whereas the Word which begetterh is tha 
TE Faith and protits not where tis not mixcd with Faith. 
within. 

Pr. Thoſe of your way have he'd out to the world, that to have 
Hebrew Greek and Latine, is a mark-of Antichriſt. 

Aa. Thou haſt often wronged thoſe of our way, as thou haſt 
31 this, whereinthou art anſwered art frſt, - ; w_ 

Pr. Thoſe who tell .u4. of - a faith in Chriſt without.the Scriptures, 
have no Light in them. 2 

Secondly, There are many things which - we think-and. deſire 
againſt the Law,which the Light within would never bave diſcover cd 
if there had not been. the krowleds of the Law contained in the 
SCrIptures, » : : 

A4n. Are ai] unbelievors-then, and-have no--Light in them but 
who have the Scriptures ? Thy blindneſs in this is deteCtcd before : 
And, What contradicion is it to tell of ſom? having no Light in.. 
them, when before thou haſt confeſſed all men to have a natural. 
Light, or the Light of a natural Conſcicnce in them.£ 

Secondly, And was it the Scriptures or the Law- as it is inthe 
Letter that diſcovered to Paul his (ins and deltres, or the Law in« 
ward ? For he had the Law.outward, before he knew or was turn- 
ed tothe Law in-his mind; or was cl-:arly convinced in himſcIt. 

Pr. Did ever the Prophets or Apoſtles try the Dottrines of perſons 
aeluded by Satan, with the Spirit without the Scripture, Dent, 1 3. 

Az. The Prophets and Apoſtles bad the Spirit, and knew:its 
ſufficiency before they gave forth Scriptures, and theſe were nov 
deluded by :Satan as falſly thou haſt accuſed us to be. 

An. Have not ſome of your. way been ſo blaſphemoas as to aver. 
Jeſus Chriſt ro be a type, as.to call:themſelves the Meſſuah.to whom. 
Hoſanna ſhould be fazd.. | 

An. Tknow none in our way, that cither calls-themſelves the 
Mcftiah or-that own ſuch a thing, but corf2ſs to Jeſus Chriſt as 
b-ing the ſubſtance, and. the end of types ſhadows and hgures ; but 
as for thoſe whom thou kints of, about their ſaying Hoſanna, they. 

| Were: 
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were not in- our way bur-teſtifed againſt, -and ſome of themſdlves 
came after to ſee, confeſs and repent of th-ir error, ſo to upbraid 
- us With any ones failings or miſcarriage, eſpetially when ris both 
diſowned and teſtifyed againſt by us, this is both unequal and un- 
juſt ; and wouldeſt thou be ſo dealt by if I ſhould go to reckon up 
low many: drunken' and whoreing Prieſts th:re be, and ſhould 
charge all of you and your whole Kirk with their wickedneſs ; 
Wouldeſt thou take it well ? Which indeed I might better do, 


whileſt ſuch are owned and upheld as teachers of others among - 


you, thcn thou mights accuſe us with perſons and aRions, that 
are caſt out from amongſt us. . 
Pr. IWVha; is the Rule whereby the motions of the Spirit are to be 


eryed whether they be ſuch, or the motions of Satan andour deceit- 


Ful-hearts ? Ye anſwer the Spirit is the Rule, but this cannot be ; 
for the Spirit ' hath given the Scriptures. | 

Secondly, Neither is that place which ye cite to the purpoſe, (Viz; 
The Anoynting teacheth all chings ) for though be teach it 55 by 
this Rule. 


An. Yes, The Spirit of God is ſafficient; .a Rule ſafficient+ 


both to try the motions of Satan, and your deceitful hearts, ir 
| ſearcheth all things; The Lord ſearcheth the hearts and tryeth the 
reines, telleth unto man his thoughts. And ifthe- Anoyning wihs 


in tcacheth of all things ;- Muit the Scriptures be a Rule to the 


Anoynting, that thou ſeemeſt to tye it to the Scriptures ? Or, Is 
nor the teaching ofthe Anoynting' Seripture, as well as it was in 
them that ſpoke Scripture from it ? Or , Mult not people believe 
the Anoynting, till they have: ſearched the Scriptures to try it by 
them .? 1f ſo, then when the Anoynting would tel] and ſhew them 
their perticular ſtates, and+thoughts, and motions, which the 
Scriptures do not tell rhemy, nor perticularly charge upon them, 
then they are not-at-all in ſuch caſes to believe, nor follow th: 
Anoynting according to thy Do&rine ; and what 1s this but to 
ſcr up the Scriptures above the Anoynting, and the Letter above 
the Spirit, which is a groſs error, and beſp.aks great ignorance. . 

Br, Inthe Synod at Jeruſalem, AR. 15. the Apoitles ſearched 
the Scriptures for what they determined, before they ſaid, it ſeemed 
good to the kojy ghoſt and us. | 

An. Where proveſt thou that thcy ſearched the Scriptures for 


. What they determined, before they faid, it ſcemei1 good. _ 
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holy ghoſt 2nd us ? Dothy not this plainly, confute thee, thax 
what they ſaid was from the 'holy ghoſt ? And, Was not its 
reaching wir Rule then ? And , Whar Scripture had they then 
to forbid Circumciſion as they did ? Nay, Had the y not Scrip- 
rure ra hec for it ? If then they had not Scripture to forbid it, | 
they ſhould not have d:nied or forbid it, nor have believed the 
holy ghoſt in this caſe ;- by thy. DoQrine,w hat ſilly work haſt thou 
made on't ; and, Fow haſt thou broken the neck of thy own cauſe ? * 
Pr. The gift of diſcerning of Spirits was a peeu!tar gift given but 
to ſome, but this was not for tryal of Dottrine : . None who bad that 
giſt of diſcerning of Spirits did try any Truths or Dottrine, or 
prattice, but by the Scriptpre. " ; 
An. This is a ſtrange Doctrine, that they mult onely try Spirits 
by the gifc or Spirit of Truth, and not any Truths, or Do@rine z 
Whether is greater, the tryal of Spirits or of Doctrines ? Wh r.- 
as the Spirit learchcth all things, and is a Spirit of rrie Judgment, 
that giveth true underſtanding ; but according to thy talle Dot- 
rine that none who had diſcerning of Spirits did try any Truths or 
Doctrine, or practice, but by the Scriptures ;, Then by this, when 
the Apoſtles intheir Epiſtles writ divers things that were not be- 
fore in th? Scriptures,- they were not to be believed by th:m in the 
Churches that had the gift of diſcerning, / and when the Spirit of _ 
Truth ſhall lead tro ſpeax or propheſie concerning a perticular 
Place, People or Nation, that which they bave no Scipture for, 
this therefore is not to be believed for want of Scripture to prove 
it by. Thy ignorant and ſottiſh ſtuff which alio exciud:s all thoſe 
Books and Proph:ſies of the holy men of God ſpoken of, which 
are not record. d inthe Bible. And thoſe of our Friends, which 
forerold of the late. calam'ties befallen the Ciry of London, both 
that of the T'lague, and that of the Fire, which were b2th fore-ſeen 
and fore-rold, yet they had no Scripture to prove it ; but alaſs, 
ſuch as thou are ſilly and ſhallow in theſe matters, being but as 
thoſe Szers and Wa:chmen that a-e blind, who would infinuate 
into people, that both Propheſying, Vilions and Revelations are 
ceaſcd, and lay all upon rhe Scriptures z and then how know you 
the Dofrine contained in them to be truz without the Spirit, 
Ir. Te ſay; Muſt the Scriptures be ihe Rule 10 aiſcern or try 
falſe Spirits wien they ſpeak, Scripture ?! | 
Aa'.. When the Devil ſpake Scripture to Chritt, he confuted m_ 
J 
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Scripture, which ſhewed he had perveried them ; and ſo he con- 
founded the Scribes and Phariſces alwayes. | 

- An. 'But could nor Chriſt difce;ne 'the Devils ſpirit without 
the Scriptures ? What groſs error and ignorance is implyed and 
courhed in this"thy impertinent anſwer ! Thou telleſt us .Chriſk 
confuted himhy the Scripture, Which was when the Devil brought 
Scripture words to back his Temptations withal, which is not an 


anſwer ;. belides the Devils tempting Chriſt in theſe words, Com- _ 


mand that theſe ſtones be iade bread ;, ard, Caſt thy ſelf down, &c. 
were not <cripture, but he falfly went'abour to have backed them 
with Scriptures, contrary tothe end and intent of the Scriptures. 

Pr. You anſwer blaſphemouſly, that they. thought to have Eternal 
Life in the Scriptures, as if our Lord Feſus Chriſt was fomenting 
them in a deceit of their own hearts, in bidding them ſearch the 
Scriptures, for to find him in them,” and ſo Eternal Life. 

. An. Thy charge againſt my anſwer is falſe, and I value it not, 
thar Chriſt ſhould bid them ſcarch the Scriptures to find him in 
them; this is a ſtrange DoErine and worfe then the former, tv 
lay that upon Chriſt which he never intended nor ſpake; his words 
were not that they might find Chriſt in the S:riptures, nor Eternal 
Life, but in them ye think, to have eternal life, whereas they would 
- nor come to him that they might have Life z and ſo, Doeit thou 
think that Chriſt that dyed at 7er»ſalem, was to be found inthe 
Scriptures ? 

Pr, That Chriſt has paid a ranſome for thoſe that wilfully ttample 
under foot the blood of the Son of God, thoſe places are nnderſtood 
by you, of every individual perſon in the world, that he taſted death 
for them is falſe, contrary to the Scriptures, and maketh the death of 
Chriſt to be vain, and exaiteth free wall. 


An. what we underſtand of thofe places of Scripture, is neithce 


faife nor contrary to the Scriptures, as failly and erronioully thou 
haſt accuſed ns ; for that Chriſt died for all that were dead in ins, 
taſted. deaih for every man, gave himſ.If a Ranſom for all, zs :.e 
propitiation not for our ſins onely, but for the ſins of the whole world, 
1s plain in the Scriptures, which ignorantly thou quarrels azainſt. 

Pr. If Chriſt did pay a Ranſom for the Soul of Judas, he hath 
Reacemed hum ; thoſe for whom he hath given h:mjelf, he Redeemed 
{rom all iniquity, but the damned and reprobates are no: Redcemed * 
T hoſe for whom Chrilt came, he is a Saviour unto, and [avith them 
Tre” 
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From their ſins : How are tbey loſt if he came to ſave them ?- But.this 


argueth either defett of wiſdom, that he did not foreſee ſuch an inten- 


tion of, his death would prove fruſtration:,. or elſe want of power 20 


effeltuate hu intention of ſaving them. \ - '/ \ 2 at 
' Az. Chriſts abſolute intention and: will is not; mide voyd, nor 
wants he powcr.to effe& ir, but ſuch an intention we did not lay 
upon his death to ſave all : Andas for the death of Chriſt and his 
intention of ſaving, being made vain and fruſtratious, eith-r from 
de:eX of wiſdom or waat of power, theſe are borh falſe:; fFor:his 
ineation therein, conſiſts with his good will and freeneſs towards 


all, for Idid nor ſay that his intention was abſolute ro ſave all; | 


but I do ſay, it was an intention of good to all, according to the 
Bood will of Cod towards all, who willeth not the death of ſinners 
but rather that they may return and live.- But Chriſt in bis ſutter- 
ing and death was paſſive, and the putting forth of his power.t9 
ſave ſuch as are ſaved, ſtood not barely therein, though his good 
will therein appeared, but we. are ſaved by his lite. But arethe 
damned and reprobates ſuch, becauſe ordained of God ſo to be, 
or becauſe Chriltzdied not for them ( according to thy Doctrine ? ) 
And ſo ; Muſt the cauſe of their deſtruQion; be laid upon God 
and Chriſt, or vp5n them for rej.ting free Grace, reliſtingthe 
councel of the Lord, ot liking-to rerain God in their knowledg, and 
trampling under foot the blood of the Son of God ( as thou hait con- 
teffed tetore) to thy own contradiction, who ſo much haſt ca- 
villed againſt us, for confeſling to the free G:ace of God, ani 
Chrifts dying for all ( or every man ? ) But this is like your piti- 
ful narrow, and partial Preſbiterian Spirit and Principle; that 


would ſo limmit God in the diſpenſation of his Grace, and tye it up 


in ſuch a"nar. ow compaſs; and, What was the cauſe of 7Fudas 
his fall ? And, Who was the Authour of his Tranſgreſſion ? Was 


A 


God or he to be blamed therein? And, Had not he Grace given - 


him before, ſeeing that by Tranſgreſlion he fell ? Will thy telling 
us ſo often of 7udas clear thee or confute us ? How ily a d weak 


ha{t thun ſhewed thy ſelf in this matter ? x 
Pr. Thoſe | all | for whom he dyed cannot be meant of every 


individual perſon, for they live to him, and not to themſelves ; but 


the wicked that periſh live not ro Chrit. Secondly, Neither would 


Chriſt ev:r give himſe'f, his blood a Ranſom for them, for whom-be _' 


weu.d not pray ;, but be ſauth, he prayeth not for the world, Joh. 17. 
| ' | : An, 
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An. Thou haſt herein wronged the Scripture, and erred ; for - 
It is not all for whom Chriſt -dicd thar live to him, for, 2 Cor. 5. 
chap. & wer._i4, 15< Tf one died for all, then were all: dead, and 
that he died 74 all, that they which live ſhould not henceforth live 
unto themſelves, but unto him which died for then, and roſe again. 
4 Now they which live unto him, are not thoſe ( all 3 for whom 
e died. | 

And Chriſt praying nat for the world at that time, 2. 7obz 17. 
is-no argument that he did not give himſe}f a Ranſom for. all ; tor 
though at that time he prayed not for the world, but for the diſciples 
or ſuch as were choſen out of the world ( who were 1n the world be- 
fore they were ,choſen out of it ) yet at other times he did pray 
for his perſecutors, and ſuch as were of the world ; as alſo ex- 
horted his to: pray for their enemies and perſecutors, &c. 

Pr. Judas never got- ſaving Grace, nor that ſame Grace that ' 
Peter got, and therefore could not rejebt it, | 
' Az. Judas had part of the Miniſtry that the other Apoſtles 
| had; and, Did not that proceed from ſaving Grace ? Or, What 
Grace ? ( How blind art thou ! ) And wherefore was 7#das con- 
demned then ; Was it becauſe God: refuſed to give him ſaving 
Grace, or for his own tranſgreſſion ? : | 

Pr. The Scriptures import that Chriſt a propitiation for all the 
Ele& which are called all the world. | 

An, fohn ſaid, He. ts the propitiation for our ſins ( and we-e 
. not they the Ele&t ) and not for ours onely, but for. the ſins of the 
whole world. Muſt we believe thy meaning contrary to the very 
words of Scripture, or were the whole world all the Elet ? How 
haſt thou wreſted plain Scripture herein ? 

Pr.Who ts it, that hath put the difference betwixt Peters believing, 
from Judas miſ- believing ? Whether it be Gods Grace to Peter 
denied to Judas ? 

Ar. Where proveſt thou it was denied to Judas, or that Fuds 
had no part of the ſame Grace ? For before thou ſayelt wicked 
men have the common work of the Spirit ( but in contradiction 
Aayeſt ) which is not ſupernatural, from- Rom. 2, 14. Were th:y 
then wicked men ſpoken of there, Which did by nature thoſe things 
- contained in the law, and ſhewed the work, or effett of the law written 
In their hearts ? What then are they that Reb:] againſt the law, 
if they that obey it. be wicked. ? - Whereas the Apoſtle ons 
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before , That the doers ſhall be juſtified. See how thou haſt brought 
forth one crrar and falfhood upon another. 
- Pr. Is 70t the Father diftinit from the Son ard the Spirit, inthe 


perſonal ſubſitance ? | 


An: Wheie learnedſt thou theſe words ( the Father diſtin& 


from the Son and Spirit in the perſona]-ſubliſtance ) theſe are nor * 


the words of Scripture, or the words of Scripture clearly conterred 
cogerher, as. thou ſayeſt afrer, bur in contradiQtion after, thou 
ſayeſt, alchough the Scripture doth not in fo many words make 
mention of three Perſons; who are one God, and three diſtin Per- 
ſons, and that theſe cannot. be three, if they be not diſtin&t ; for 
where there is no diſtin&tion, there is perfe& oneneſs, &c. What's 
the conſequence of this, bur that therefore there is not perfect one- 
neſs in the Deity or God-head ; becauſe, three diſtin Perſons ( cr 
three diſtin&t one from another in perſonal ſubliſtance ? ) Is 
this good Dotrine ? Is not that oneneſs between the Father and, 
the Son perfet ? And, Did not” Chriſt ſay, / and my Father 
arc one, and prayed that bis might be perfe& in one, as he and hs 
Father were one? And though thou haſt iaid, you difalow all 
Traditions, or any written rule which is not Scripture, and yet 
thou wilt uſe words and diſtintions, which are not <cripture 
according to thy own confeſſion ; ( What confuſion art thou 
mn? 3 | 

For 'whereas I anſwered thee, that we own what the Scriptures 
of truth aflert of the God-hcad, Yiz. That there are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, and theſe 
three are one, &:c. ( and thou thy ſelf in the next Page ſaycſt, that 
both rhe Father, rhe Son, and the holy Ghoſt, are a Spirit ) how- 
beit, my honeſt anſwer in Scripture words would not ſatiſty 
thee, but thou baſt villifyed and abuſed me in this matter, in ſe- 
vera] reproaches and ſlanders, as with ſhamelcſs rayling and 
deriding, ec. with groſe evaſion, with not being able to anfwer 
thee, with not. owning what the Scriptures aſſert, and with blaſ- 
pheamous fancycs,blaſpheaming JeſusChriſt,ec.All which accuſa- 
rions E utterly deny as thy malitions 'lies and flanders againſt me 
( and thy bundle 1s ſufled with many more of like nature ) and 
# chow-didſt not propound any of thoſe quarrels as not know! 
the: anſwer of them, as thou ſayeſt, &c. then, Dideſt thou pro- 


_ pound thcm to cavil, and get ſome adyantagesto carp ar? For 
4 x3 : an - 7 
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lioti haſt ſhewed thy (elf in prejudice azaint us, a1d hiſt reckon- 
.ed me ( orus ) as wanting L-arning, &c how-be-it- thon 
- . haſtſhewed ſuch Learning as thou halt to confure me, with broken 
School phraſes and words, wich ſome few fragments, and tradi- 
tional diſtin&ions patched up together, which we can have r.0 
Scripture for, but thy conſequences, which much might be ſaid 
to ſhew the weakneſs Ind ſhallowneſs thereof. | 
- - Pr. - Thoſe who had Chriſt the living bread, yet were partakers 
of the outward bread, as the diſciples were ; Were not the Corin- 
thiars-Saints ? cc. HE | > 
An, That the diſciples had ontward bread ; Who denies ? 
But thar it was to continue alwayes of neceffiry, as an Ordinance 
after Chriſt, the Living Bread and Life was received in th:m, 
(which is the ſabſtance ) that's nor yet proved, that the diſciples 
 wereto ſhew forth the Lords death till. he come in the obſervation 
of che Bread and Cup ( or ſupper ) I grant : Now whar, and 
when that coming was, 1s the matter in controverlie. Chriſt came 
after, when he was ariſen, was apparent ; he alſo ſpiritualy came, - 
and was more fully revealed within th2 Saints, and was their Li- 
ving Bread and Life ( as thou granteſt ) now when he waz with 
the diſciples at ſupper ( before he was Crucified ) he intended by 
bis coming, a third coming, till which they were to do it, which 
coming not bcing in their dayes, nor is yer ( by your Doatrine ) 
this is no where proved in Scripture as we know, Ties 
Pr. Were not the Corinthians Saints, called in Chriſt ? And yet 
' the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 11. he gave them the Bread and Cup which 
Chriſt gave to his diſciples, the night 'he was betrayed. _ | | 
Secondly, ind whereas ye ſay, that Chriſts coming again was - 
when he rofe again ; how F/ z this and abſurd, &c. 
 _ An. Thar's very ſtrange -Docrine, that the Apoſtles gave the 
Corinthians, the Brad and Cup which Chriſt gave to his diſciples 
the night he was betrayed; Whcre was it kept in the mean time,that 
they both ſhould have the ſame Bread and Cup, the one ſo many 
ycars after the other ? Where haſt thou learned this, amongſt the 
Popiſh Traditions and Reliques ? But tis probable thou meancſt 
other-wiſe then thy words import. - © * | | 
© Secondly, "And Ts: it falſe, and abſurd to fay, that Chrifts com» 
ing again was whenhe roſe igain ? Did he not come again atrer 
Ae roſe '? And muſt thar be RE EREGY ? Anda, 
yiiiss EE : Z b4 _ nd 
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68 _ The Prieſts Principles, Anſwered. : 
"hird coming which- is not-yet; and, Was that an outward com- 
fag till which the diſciples and Corinrhians were to continue the 
"Bread and the Cup, whereas that coming is not- yet according ta 
thy Doctrine ? The Apoſtle to the Corinthians told them whac 
Chrilt did and ſpoke to the diſciples in the cafe, but we read not 
that he impoſed it npon them, to continue it all their +time, or 
rill a ſuppoſed coming of Chriſt, which is not yet come, for he 
faid ro them, The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, # it not the com- 
mMunion of the blood of Chriſt, the bread which we break it not the 
communion of the body of Chriſt, And, Was not this the ſub- 
ſtance ? Where then remained tie necef{ity of the ſhadow, or qut- 
- ward Repreſentations ( or Mementoes as ſome calls them ?. ) And, 
When was the Church to ſhew forth the Life of Chriſt, and by 
whar, if all their time they muſt necds ( and-people- ſtill ) ſhew 
forth or repreſent his death, and him as ſuffered ( as thou ſayeſt ) 
by Bread and Wine ? Doth-nt- the ſubſtance end the fhadows? 
And, Where have you any example in Scripture, for the manner 
of na adminiſtring Bread and Wineat certain times a year, and 
calling it a Sacrament, The Lords Supper ? ec. - 
Pr. The Apoſtle telleth that the Corinthians were to ſhew forth 
hs death till be came again, ſoit behoved to be ſuch acoming again 
" 45 was yet future, and unaccompliſhed in the Corin.hians emer: 
the Bread and Cup ſpoken of to the Corinthians, behoved to be out- 
ward Bread as fhewing forth his death. 
Secondly, Becauſe it was the ſame that Chriſt took, and devided, 
and gave to bis les | 
7. What confuſton's here ! Were they to uſe the outwa'd 
Bread and Cup.aſterth.y were dead then * 1f they were to ob- 
ſcrve it to a_ coming unaccempliſhed in their tim- . And if it was 
the fame that Chriſt devided and gave to bis dilciples ; Was that 
the ontward bread ſo given to both? Or, Was there not more 
b in Chriſts words then the outward obſervation? What was his 
| Body and his Blood, and the Cup of the New Teſtament in bis 
Blood, ard the f wit of the vine in the kingdom ; Was it not | 
ritual, a myſtery, v. hich the outward Bread, Cup and Paſlover 
1 were bur as {igns or ſhafowes of ? - 
1 _ Pr... Theres no fuch paſſage written, that Chriſt appointed it to 
t_ | be taken away by bu ſuffering. hh | 
£3 off, As oft as they did. it, it was 0 ſew the Loras death till he 
_ _ - cane 
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'eame ; What coming, and when was it, or is it to be he intended ? 
_— a firſt, or a ſecond, or athird ? And was it inward dr out- 
ward f | | | 

Pr, Neither is the Bread and Wine a ſhadow. 

Secondly, For ke being. preſent, and it repreſenting him ( as 
ſuffered, it cannot be called a ſhadow as of things to come ) 
- An. Ts the Bread and Wine the ſubſtance Then ? this is po- 
piſh, thus to deny the 5read and Wine to be a ſhadow, and worſe 
then the Epi/copals that tell us of their 'Sacraments being out- 
ward and yilible lignes, -of an inward and Spiricual Grace. _. 
: Secondly, If Chriſts being preſent makes Bread and Wine no 
ſhadow; or not figurative, then, by the ſame reaſon the 
Paſſover which the diſciples prepared ( ro anſwer that part of 
the Law ) was not a ſhadow, nor Circumciſion, Offerings, &c. 


when done <cither for Chriſt or in his preſence, which to aſhrm - 


and make that the reaſon, were groſe and abſurd, whereas the 
myſtery, ſubſtance, or end, was not ſo fully manifeſt, when Chriſt 
was outwardly preſent ( before: his being otfered up ) as after when 
they were indued with power from on high, received the promiſe 
of the Comforter, -came to eat his fleſh and drink his blood, 
which ſaying, the diſciples for a time ( when he was with them ) 
were troubled at, and counted hard. 

Pr. It concerneth all who own the Doitrixe contained in the 
Scriptures, though they be for baptizing with ſprinkling, to pro- 


pound a query to men that do with |, — us boldneſs, take away 


the Ordinances inſtituted by Chriſt unto believers. 

Az. Is itnotthen ſacrilegious boldneſs for thee and the Prieſts 
to teach ( or impoe )' ſprinkling! Infants, which is neither a 
Doetrine contained in Scriptures, nor a baptizing believers, how- 
beit, ſuch a great ſtreſs hath been laid on the Scriptures before as 
| being the rule and means for Faith, and Salvation, revealing the 
Myſtery, for receiving' Life E:ernal in them, Chriſtin them, &c. 
yet we find not ſprinkling 1itants in the Co neither by 
command nor praftice,” though ſo much pleaded for by one here 
that tels us, Pag. 35. they difallow all Traditions or any un- 
written rule which is. not Scripture ; but ſprinxling Infants is not 
Scripture but onely a Tradicion of men: And one main plea for 
it is, that Infants baptiſme was approved and practiſed in the, Or- 
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7eſnits plea, to believe as- the, Charch þelicves (_ raking it for 
granted thatthe Church is pure (as he ſaith) Orthodox inall 

er Traditions ) whether they be Scripture yea or nay; whereas 
before, all Traditions or any unwritten rule which 15 not Scrip- 
ture are diſallowed, but in ſtead. of Scripture for proof in this mat- 
ter, we have mention made.of the "Teachers and Guides of the 
Church ( as he calls them )-as-Tertwlian, Cyprian, who lived about 
247. after Chriſt, and;Lattanitins that lived about the year, 317. 
As alfo the latter ſound Fathers ( as he calls them ) as Auguſtin, 
Ferom, Baſſil, ( Viz. their being for Infants baptiſme ) bur what 
proves all this from Scripture ( if it be as he ſayes they did ) Muſt 
we take it up upon an implicite faith, becauſe ſuch and ſuch; ap- 
proved of it? And yetat ocher times, lay ſuch a: ſtreſs onthe 
Scciprures as the perfe rule of obedience ot faith, &c. How hath 
E. I. undervallned the Scripcures in this macter, and ſpoyled his 
own cauſe touching them ! And, Do not the \Papits plead for 


their Traditions and Cercmonys againſt Proteſtants andothers, 


in like manner as he hath done in this cauſe ? And, Would he 
be willing to accept their Arguments againſt Proreſtanrs, when 
they are of the ſame nature, and bear the {ame face with his in this 
point ? | | 

Pr. That the Covenant Abraham and hs Seed was under, was 


' the ſamein ſubſtance, with that which believers now and their Seed 


areunder ; and therefore. the Children of believers ſhould be under 
ee Initial Seal of the Covenant as Abrabams were. 

An. Where provelt thou by Scriptures, that ſprinkling Infants 
is the Initial Seal of the Covenant ? (_ Or that tj's ſo called ) thou 
herein doeſt -but beg th2 queſtion, and takeft it for granted 
that it is the Initial Seal of the Covenant of Grace, ( which T 
Eny ) and then from thence fallatiouſly"drawes thy inference 
gnd concluſions, for its: being to Believers, Sced as Abrabams 
Children ( to wit the males were Circumdaſed)and that the Cove. 
nant Abrabam and his Seed -w as. under, was. the ſame in lubſtance 
with that which belieyers:inow, and their. Setd: are nnder : Bur 
what of this;-if it be grantad, it was Gods: Covenant or Promiſe ; 
Muſt they therefore be under :mans tradition ? which: ſprinkling 
Infants is, ( T'o plead for it from believers being baptized, is to 
ground it upon thar, you ( Prieſts) are ont of the practice of ) fo. 
85 to that it's not pertinent todiſpute wich dutch abour it; who own 
Is | It 
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it not in praQtice, bur onely ralk of it for a cover to a popiſh tradi- 
tion, and thereby ſhew their hypocrife the more ; ard, Muſt 
now ſprinckling Infants ſtand for the ſubſtance, or antitype in ſtcad 
of Circumciſion ©? Or ,' Was Circumciſion the type of Infants 
Baptizme ( ſo called ? ) Whereas ſprinckling Infants hath neither _ 
the true form nor matter of Baptiſme | outward ] in it, for in the 
next page it's confeſſed, that the' word in. the firlt Language ſig- 
nifying Bapriſme is rendered waſhing, Mar. 7.4, 8. eanliouos, 
aftcrwards it's ſaid, that being waſhed all over, belt ſignifies our 
inward renovation and burial with Chriſt, and thus contradictions 
and confufions are heaped up-m .many places. _ 

And to my faying, that! its not commanded under the New 
Covenant to Baptize Infants, thou replyeſt the Apoſtle Perer, A. 
2. 38, 39. ſayes, That thoſe to whom that promiſe that God would . 
be their God, and the God of their Seed, ſhould be baptized, but to {4 
Believers arid their Seed, he ſaith that promiſe belongeth, &c. '1 
Now let the Ready bur peruſe that Scripture mentioned by thee, * 'M 
and compare thy fallacious arguing from it ; for Peter ſaid, Yer. | 
38. Repent and be baptiz'd every one of you, &c. Were they In- 
fants ſuch as the Prieſts ſprinkle, that he bid repent ? How groſlly 
haſt thou perverted Scripture ! ' And Yer. 39. The promiſe #to 
you and your Children, and to all that are a far off, even as many as 
the Lord eur God ſhail call. Now, What can be inferred from hence 'F 
for ſprinkling Infants ? Were all they whom God ſhould call. 'F 
Infants when called ? Or, - Did Peter intend they ſhould all have | 
thcir Children ſprinkled before they were called ? But in con- 
tradiction afterward thou ſayeſt, though there te no expreſs com- 
mand, yet its of divine- inſtitution and warrant, if it be drawn 
from good conſequence from the Scripture, indeed I have ſeldom 
met with any that have appcared ſo Iinpertinent and Ridiculous in 
their conſequences, as thou haſt done in this matter, though thou 
counteſt thy conſequence of Divine Authority, as well as expreſs 
commands ; But they bear no ſuch Authority with ns, who ſce 
thy perverting and x oe Scriptures to maintain, and patch up a 
Popith tradition and humane invention, which thou haſt no expreſs i 
command for; and then thou haſt in this doubly confuted thy '/'F 
ſeIf, for is there ſome command of Divine Authority now-which | 
1s not Scripture, when before thou laid ſach a great ſtreſs upon 
Scripture and deniedſt-Reyelation Immediate reaching, &-c, from 
De A". . 


- Co Gr es o mop rf eoecoes wwe enters —_— - 
or ene, * 
. . g 
Pn on 
» -x PIE 


a. i oo A GS tho ee —_ o_— _ ——— ,—— 
Ss 


Pay , 
"Y 6 — "8 = , ”. 
1 -M * « Y " 
# e 2 : 
S RY P y & X 4 
k bl CO x a f.T ” 

C2 Wu. Ws * . 

Xe Fa : 
+ = a T - 


' ards and propbane. and thus the Pariſh Prieſts of the' Preſbyterian 


the Light within and haſt dirided it under. the 'name of Enthuſt- 
aſme,when now thou pleads for ſomething being of Divine Autho+ 
rity which is not Scripture viz your' ſprinkling Infants, which in 
Page 37. thou ſayeſt brought to the Church, is the -ordinary way 
of putring.on Chriſt, and-ordinary means for Salvation ;- and ſayeft 
we are Baptized into Jeſus Chriſt and. his death, -from, Rom*'6. 
and 3. whereas before, the Scriptures were cryed up as the;ordi- 


' nary way and meanes, &c. But-now, that: which no where the 


Scriptures repuires, and that of, Rom. 6. and 3. S9 many of us as 
where baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his, death," how 
1mpertinent is this for thy turn, asf, ſprinkling. did. Baptize In- 
fants into the death of Chriſt, or as if the Apoſtles and:Believers 
then were ſo baptized, when Infants( as thou pleadeſt ) which is 
abfard to imagine, and I ſhould think thou canſt nor really intend 
ſuch a thing in this proof as ſprinkling. Infants, which thou 
wouldeſt alto make us bdlieve is a ſtanding Ordinance of Chriſt ts 
continue till rhe end of the world from, "Mar. 28. and; Maris; 
16. where they are commanded, To teach all Nations baprizing 
them. And, He that believes and t baptized ſhall be ſaved.. But 
did th.y go to teach Infants of a week old ? Or , Were ſuch the 
Believers that-were Baptized ?. How blind, ſottiſh, and ridiculous 
haſt thou appeared in this matter, as alſo in counting it ons 
while the ordinary meanes for Salvation, or that which Baptizeth 
into the death of Chriſt ; another while as in the thirty eight Page 


that which ſignifies our putting on Chriſt, inward waſhing, &c.. - 


ſo here it doth but ſignify inward waſhing, and therefore is not 


the putting on Chriſt ; not that-which brings into- the Church, - 


neither doth ir really ſignify inward wathing, tor thou ſpeakeſt, as 
fhat being waſhed al 
and one. while, pleads for rhis thy pretended great Ordinance, 
as belonging to the Seed of Believers, and of ſuch as have received 
.the Spirit ; another while the Children of which are prophane,and 
drunkards that profeſs the Goſpel, whom thou ſayeſt arein this 
fence accounted Believers, and thirty ninth Page reckons it not 


— needful for Miniſt-rs to be perſwaded that they are Righteous, 


{o it appeares ſuch Miniſters as thou art will be eaſily» ſatisfied 
for their own ends, aud upon flendergrounds receive men as Be- 
lieyers, if they do but profeſs the Goſpel though they be drunk- 
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crites towards thoſe whom they: knew to be drunkards, prophane- 
and ſo really unbelivers, unholy unrighteous, c. 'yet if they will 
from their teeth outward, ſay they bclicve and profeſs the Goſpel, 
though they be known-ro- the contrary, the Pricft will not deny 


them their Seal of the Covenant to their Children [| though they . 


deem them unholy alſo ] which other whiles they decm as ſuch 

a ſacred thing, as onely beiongs to the Seed of Believers, and ſuch 

as are Within the Covenant. | EA. 
And another ſorry ſhift and come off, in the thirty eight Page 


15 concerning the Jewes that fell into: groſs ſins, who all drank, 
of the Rock,, which was Chriſt, from hence thou ſayeſt, that co 


profeſs Chriſt is called a drinking of Chriſt, and where proveſt 
thou that Do&rige, that to profeſs Chriſt is a drinking of Chrilt, 
this is a very ealie way. thou haſt preſcribed for drinking of Chriſt 
if to profeſs him be ir, and then all thar profeſs him drink of him 
by this Do&rine, the falſhood whereof we need not ſay much to. 
But whereas thou ſayeſt concerning thoſe T1/raelites, That ate 
the ſame ſpiritual bread, and drank, the ſame fpiritual drink , that 
drank, of the Rock which was Chriſt, how-be-it thou confeſlc{t they 
fell into groſs ſins, as is cleared from the Hiſtory of the Books 
of Exod. Levit. Numb. Deuteronomy, and 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2, 3, 4» 5+ 
and that many of them were Idolaters, luſters after evill, com- 
mitted-fornicarion, tempters of God, murtherers ( as thou ſayeſt ) 
by all which thou haſt ſufficiently confuted thy ſelf, and given a 
deadly blow to thy own Cauſe, and proved a falling away from 
Grace, which before was an Arminian and Popiſh Doctrire with 
thee, or Damnable Popery ; for, Was not that ſpiritual m-ar, 
and ſpiritual drink ; and that Rock ſpoken of; ſaying Grace ? - 
And thy ſaying for Infants Baptiſme, that it is the Seal of 


the Covenant, and to be given to thoſe that are wichin the Co- - 


venant ; bur, Are Drunkards, prophane Perſons and their Seed,and 
whole Patiſhes within the Covenant ? Compare thy matter to- 
—o—_ : Yet thou haſt confeſſed the Spirit is the inward Scal; 

ut ſaycſt Baptiſme is the outward Seal, and then inſtead of 


_ proof, askeſt why may not the Covenant now have ontward 


Sealcs joyned with the inward Seal of the Spirit z How faintly 
comeſt thou off here ? And, Where proveſt thou ſprinkling In- 
fants a Seal of the New Coycnant, or that the Coyenant hath wy 


- g 4 
© 4 ” vs. 
+. b 


ax 


hed 


OE a 
"_ 


TEE Lt 5 
'gang have deceitfully daubed their h-arers, and acted like hypo- 


CC ITS 


_- bs - RP bs n : . FG kn . 
« F . Po £0 X MES”, , . . : RACE 2 x» : = og 
Wy .. "<9 FEE x tracts bed . _ i» __ 4. * - I IFY % < Res 4.0” Y + E& 5s 6) 
- ne LS ORR bes Mot RE. ESL / Rs...» *. : L P94 TIES £77 4, Lo D > Sat af bw. 4 


go —_ 


o94 © The Priefts Principles, Anſwered. 


/ 
ſuch Seales as thou implycſt, and how knoweſt thou thar its joyned 
with the inward Sca of the Spirit upon the Children of drunkards 
and prophane perſons,or on ſuch as turn drunkards, ſwearers, &c. 
who come under this thy Seal,which hath no impreſſion of Scripture 
or Divine Authority in it ;' but now ſeeing that to gloſs over thy 
groundleſs Tradition and Confuſion uttered in mantaining it, thou 
haſt often. made uſe of divers Scriptures, which the Baptiſts were 
wont to bring for Baprizing or Plunging ſuch as repent or believe ; 
I have not entered here into controverſy with rhee abont that 
Point, it being not thy own, but onely rhou wouldeſt make it ſerve 
fer acover z- yet when thou turneſt Bapriſt, and intendeſt to be re- 
al in pleading for Plunging believers, thou mayeſt let me or us 
know, and that point probably may he treated of, as whether or 
no it be of neceſſity to Salyation, and ſo of continuance to the 
true Church : But however, under the ſence of the Baptiſme of the 

' Spitit which baptizeth into one body, we do know preſent ſatriſ- 
faction, and do acquieſs in our Spirits above the Traditions of 
men and Rudiments of the world. | 

E. f. Thy Book came but to my hands this ſummer, it ſcems it 
was delayed in the hands of ſome, otherwiſe, I had anſwcred ir 
long ago. $: 15965 | 
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ONS, INCONSISTENCIES, and 
YARIATIONS of thePreſbiterian Prieſts 
of Scotland, as they were colle&ed ( in their own 
. words ) out of the ſaid bundle, ſubſcribed by 


Edward Jameſon, &c. togerher with brief 


Obſervations and Notes upon them ; evidently 
; ſhewing the confuſed: body of their perverſe work 
and babyloniſh ſtrufture, tothe diſcredit and over- 
throw of their own corrupt cauſe, by their many 


and apparent Inconfiſtencies and ſelf Confuta- 
tions which are here made obvious. 


Prieſts Do&rine. 


py | Here 1s no man free of (in in this life. 
| Con. Chriſt is manifeſt to deſtroy the works of the * 


Devil. 
Obſ. Then is Chriſt manifejt to deſtroy ſm and free from it, 
which _ that plead for, know not his manifeſtation. - 
Pr. Chriſt doth not ſubdue ſin totally in this life. I 
Con. Whoſoever is born of God ſinneth not, he that abides in him 
commits not ſin, © | 


Obſ. Then he thats boyn of God, and abideth in Chriſt knowes 


him to ſubdue ſin totally in this life. es ; 
Pr. Thar Chriſt is manifeſt to deſtroy the work of the devil, 
if you take it ſo; may as well prove that Satan ſhall not rempca 
Child of God, © --; ** | | 

Con. The evil one toucheth him not 1 Joh. 3. ch. 5. ( but this 
doth not prove any thing ) the cvil one roucheth them not. 

Ob. To ſay theſe do not prove anything is falſe and againſt plain 

. Scripture, and they whom the evil one canndt touch, bu m_—_— 
; "S; 28 ghee 
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bem hath not power to lead them into bis work,, for all are not evil 


doers whom Satan tempts. 5 * 
Pr. This Caying [if we fin ] implies as much as | when we. 
fin... - | | 


 Tncon. We teach that Believers ſhould be daily ( by the ſirength | 


_ of the Spirit ) fighring againſt the fleſh.- 


. Obſ. . The ftrength of the Spirit of God 5 greater then the deuil 
or ſin either, aud they who truly war by it, overcome ;. and Johns 
_ were not ( when we fin ) but ( if me ſin ) which implies not 
the ſame, 6-44 T9939 vb "»-\ 

yo We. know in patt, is an imperfe&t degree of knowleds, 
oo, Or Mee Tanc nol oungpe Bride | 
_ Con. There :are prochiſcsiof a growth. unto Believers, and of a 


_ Guineſs. | 


Obſ. Which fulnef's is neither imperfeft, nor 1s any degree of true 
knowleag ſinful. ITT, | | 
Pr. David, ob, Daniel, thcir failings are noted, which 1 muſt 
cite. * | DS 

Con. David ſaid,cleanſe me from my ſecret ſms. 

Obſ. And ſurely then Danids prayers were heard, and his re- 


. queſts granted, and David, Job, Daniel, and others, their deliver- 


ances are noted as well as their failings, and that in their life time. 

Pr. For perfe&t Righteouſneſs, there is no promiſe in all the 
Scriptures to any Believer. | 

Con. There ate promifes unto Believers of a fulneſs. 

Obſ. Gods everlaſting Righteouſneſs ts promiſed which us perfcth, 
and the fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 13. wherein 1s neither want ner 
zmperfeition. | TN IG | 

Pr. Chriſt bad them ſearch the Seriptures, for in them they 
thought to have eternal. life. This thought could not be a deluſion. 

Var. Preaching 1s Gods ordinary appointed way for begetting 
Faith, not by immediate inward teaching alone, without peaching. 

Obſ. See #!:e confuſion of theſe - Priejts, one while ( with them ) 
the Scrip:ures are the ordinary way ; another while Preaching ; axo- 
rher while, all immediate teaching by Gods Adenyed ; but another 
while, its net by immediate EE teaching alone ; another while, 
« ſupernaturat influence ſhining 01. the underitanding u owned. 

Pr. We may tind Eterna! Lite by ſearching the Scriptures. 

Far. You deny Learning, ſtudy- of Scriptures, and deny _— 
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Obſ. Now the Prieſts inteypretations are ſet for ( and over ) 
Scripture, which come not from the true and ſpiritual learning and 
Purdy, but from Babel. | 

Pr. They muſt have the Scriptures, who have the knowledge of 
Chriſt, for without this, they cannot be kept from Hell. 

.Con, Gods abſolute Soyeranity in his diſpenſations of Grace 
15 not tobe tycd. | | 
| _Obſ. Ther neither tobe tyed to the Scriptures, nor the Pricfts 

preaching, -nor yet to their confuſed meanings or uncertain inter- 

retations. | | 

Pr. The Light within is your Enthuſiaftick, fancy. 

Con. Chriſt enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world 
has planred ſome Light in every man of the world. | 

Obſ. Irs no leſs then blaſphemy to count Chriſts Light a fancy 
for his life is the light of men, which we bear witneſs of. 

Pr. Tdeny any immediate teaching by God. 

Incon. B:getting faith, is not by immediate inward teaching 
alone withour preaching. | : 

Obſ. Then if immediate teaching be of uſe in part, it is not all 
to be denied. | | 

Pr. The Scripture maketh known inward fins, thoughts, ma- 
keth us wiſe to Salvation, able to ſave us. : 

Con, Chrift is ſaid alone to ſave us, none have a ſincere Su- 
pernatural Faith of the Scripture that are ignorant of Chriſt, there 
1s a faith of the Scriptures rhat is hyſtorical, which is not 
ſufficient. | 

Obf. And ſurely the Scriptures are not Chriſt, without whoſe 
knowledg, and Supernatural Faith m him, the Scriptures are nos 
rightly known and believed, but byſtorically. wy | 

Pr. Without this (Viz. the Scripturcs ) they cannot be kept 
from Hel). L ; 

Incon. Chriſt as the principal cauſe of Salyation, is faid alone 
to ſave us. | 

Obſ. And ſurely he that alone ſaves,can alone keep man from Hel, 

Pr. But the beſt of theſe nations and wiſelſt, were the greateſt 
enemies to the Goſpel, Bn de 
jp" Con. All men havea Light of a natural conſcience f.om him, 
which tells that there is a God, and ſomewha: of the nature of 
God, that he is Eternal, and of the morral Law, "ow 


— 
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Ob. The Light of Chrift in all men i not natural but ſpiritual, 
' and thoſe inal. Nations that were led by it, were n:t enemies to the 

Goſpel. | 
4 We deny that the power of God is immediate ( /;z. in 
his people ) 

Con. He -to!d us he will exerciſe his power; for, and in us. 

Obſ. Then his power #5 immediate in us, and works stmmediatly 
t2 14 many times, to our ſtrengthening, comfort \and refreſhments, 
when we hear no-man ſpeak, or preach to us. 

Pr. Faith is a Habit, and an imperfe&t Creature, and its as im- 
poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, as that a man abiding a man ſhould 
eſſentially be a beaſt. | 

Con. Saving, Supernatural, Enlightning and SanRifying Faith 
1s the Gift of Gcd. | 

Obſ. What then, Are men Saved, Enlightned, and Sanfifyed 
by that which is imperfett? What groſs Ignorance and Contralittion 
35 this.) 

Pr. The Grace of Hope is ImperfeQ. 
i; Con, Chriſti: the Hope of Glory. 
| _Obſ. The Grace of Chriſt is perfett, and he is the Grace of all 

Our Graces. | | 

Pr. I call the Scriptures the Word of God, and the Goſpel the 
Word of Reconciliation , which are diſtinguiſhed. 

Far. The Goſpel is the Scriptures written by the Prophets , 
what Mark wrote is the Goſpel, the beginning of the Goſpel ; the 
Goſpel is a part of the Scriptures one with them, conteined in them. 

Qbſ. If the Scriptures and Goſpel be one ; How are they diſtin- 
* guiſh:d? And, if the Goſpel and Myniſtry of Chriſt be one , How 

#5 the Scripture it ? And if Marks declaration was the beginning of 
the Goſpel , How are the Prophets writings the Goſpel ? Is not 
manifeſt confuſion, variation, and inconſiſtencies in theſe paſſages ? 

Pr, Thar Chriſt was firſt known himfclf ere he gave the know- 
ledg of the Scriptures , the Apoſtle Paul denies your conſequence. 

Con. Irs falſe, that any have a ſincere Supernatural Fai.h of the 
vcriptures that are ignorant of Chriſt, ec. 

Obſ. Then tis not falſe that there muſt ( in ſome degree ) be a 
Supernatural Knowledg and Faith of Chriſt, before the Script ures 
be truely known or believed, | 

Pr.. I deny any imm<diate teaching by God, Chriſts immediate | 
teaching will no wayes follow. Con, 
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* Con. Chriſts opening the underſtanding to know the Scrip- 


tures ; for he doth by the ſame Supernatural Influence ſhine on 
the underſtanding and Scriptures, Luke. 24. 22. | 

Obſ. Chriſts opening and ſhining by a Supernatural Influence, 
' plainly proves immediate teaching, as we called Quakers do hold ; 
and againſt the Prieſts of Scotlands denying it, who thus confute 
themſelves, 

Pr. If there bz any Pryority, or Poſteriority of Chriſt in the 
Soul, the Scriptures hath it in the order of nature. 

Con. The Lord inthe comunicating of the knowledg of them, 
he is in his being firſt ; the cauſe muſt be before the effect, ſo the 
giverof knowledg before the knowledg given. 


Obſ. So that he that is the firſt, and cauſe of true knowledg, hath 


Tures are not known ; and if it be a Priority of Chriſt ( as is ſai 
then Chriſt hath it. 

Pr. Without the SanRifying knowledg of Chriſt, one may 
unde:rſtand the Scriptures without error and jangling. 

Con, None can know the Truths of the Scriptures, without 
che SanRifying Knowledg of Chriſt. 

Obſ. So then, without that Santtifying Knowledg, none can un- 
derſtand them without error. | 

' Py. We may fiud Eternal Life by ſearching Scriptures, they 
thought to have Eternal Life in the Scriptures, this thought could 
not be a deluſion. | 

Con. He that hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh t 
kini(Viz. to Chriſt ) he (to wit the Spirit of Truth } ſhall lead 
believers into all Truth. 

Obſ. So then the Father is to be heard and learned of, that the 
Son may be come to, and the Spirit to be followed tolead into all 
Truth, and this way was before the Scriptures. | 

Pr, Sinis remaining in part, in all the facultics of Gods Chil- 
dren( YZ. inthe Will, Mind, and Aﬀections ) 

Incon. Cleanſe thou me, from my ſecret fins ;, Teter exhor:ed 


the Priority and Preheminence in all things, without whom the $S __ 
) 


the believing - Zebrewes to abſtain trom their [uſts. © 

Obſ. Then let not ſin nor ſinful laſts allwayes remain in believers. 
Pr, If you find out any other faculty o 

. 2 ſeat for lin to dwell in, then the Schooles will. be beholding to you 

for your new Phylofophic, Es h _ 

en 


the Soul which can be + 


/ 
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P. Gon. When they are believers and begotten, they are ſo freed 
that theevill one cannot touch them 3 many are commended for 


keepi 'S his Commandments. - 
Obi. If - the evil one cannot touch them, much leſs hath he power 

to lead them into ſin all their time, or to uphold ſin in all their facul- 

ries ; and the Schools that would have more. place for fin, allow Chriſt 

910 place. | | 
be. Believers are not freed from fin wholy till death. 


' Incon, To be unblamable, is that Grace which'is univerſal in all 


parts of the renewed man. | EA 
.  Obſ, Unblameable #5 inconſſtant with ſin, for ſis 3s blameable 
where ever it is, . es F-\ Tx: 

. Pr. A belieyerever after he is begotten of God is notfree of 
{in, they do not perfe&ly mortify luſts in thern. 

Con.In the Book of Common Prayer, there is a promiſe to forſake 
the Devil and all his Works, the vain Pompe and Glory of the 
-world, and (inful luſts of the fleſh, and be Jed by Gods Spirit to 
kcep his Commands ; many of thoſe who promiſe may do this 


_ and keep it. . | 


Obſ. What greater promiſe can there be of freedom ſrom ſin, 
then to forſake the Devil:and all his works, tobe led by Gods Spirit 
ro keep his Commands ? | 

Pr. Your 'new Light you pretend, is nothing but old Dam- 
nable Popery. . | I | 

Con. The Spirit of truth will lead believers into all truth. He 
ws wa heard and learned of the Father cometh to him.” Viz. to 
Chriſt. FED | En | 


Obſ. Our Light is the Light of the Spirit of Truth, which cometh 


from Chriſt, and guidgs both to bear and learn of the Father, and 
this Light was before the Scriptures were, and its bl aſphemy to call it 
Damnable Popery. , 


Pr. In the preſent time, 7 am ſold under ſin, that geod 7 would | 


do, I do not. Groaning under a body of death + It was nota by-gone 
ſtate Paul ſpeakes of, in the preſent time | 7am ] *- -, 
Con. Paul was giving thanks for viory through Jeſus Chriſt 
(yer all theſe are knit together }» oo oY 
Obſ. Viory, and being ſold under fin, are rwo differing ſtates, 
4: warring, and being more-then a Conqueror are : Paul ſpak: to 
the Romans after the manner of men, becaul. of the a * of 
vl] pn | - their 
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their fleſh, and therein condeſcended to their capatities, below his own 
preſent - ſtate and injoyment. PIs | 
- Pr. Perfe& holineſs, of both Soul and 'Body, is not to betill 
the Reſurrection, Y52z. after death. - | Op 
Con: Believers at their death, which is upon their dying, are 
made-perfe&tly holy. | Et IR ir t: 4.79 
.. Obi, Perfett- ou ought not to be put off, neither ſo long after 
death, nor till death, for what time do you allow Chriſt to reign: 
man, and to ſerve him, if all your life time ſin muſt remain, and ſo 
long the Devil be # — ? | 
Pr. TheGodly falleth-into fin ſeven times a day ;. Chriſt | ſaith 
to Peter, that he ſhould forgive his brother ſeventy times ſeven, 
which implyeth, that a brother -may offend often in the day tim2. 
Con. As for-my ſaying a day, it was a miſtake of the citation 
. of the place, That of the Spirit is moſt prevailing with Gods Chil- 
dren, as unto which they do adbere ; the fleſh: they renounce and 
reſiſt, and which by: little and little they overcoine. © 4 t, 
Obſ, It bad been well thou badjt confeſt thy miſtakes 4s ingen 
ouſly in other things, the conzyoverſie had been the leſs ; but, Vothe 
Brethren ſin all their dayes > When then do they overcome * What 
groſs I art thou in ! Es. 0A 
Pr. While we live, we muſt put 07 the armour of God and war 
againſt ſin, which is not tobe ended: till we lay. down: this Ta+ 
bernacle. | Yee HE b 
Con, Weare cleanſed from all ſin by the Blood of Chriſt, in 
Juſtification - when we do believe. "3 
Obſ. If believers be cleanſed from all ſm when they ao believe 
How nent it to war againſt, till they lay: down thes Tabernacle ? 


- 


Surely they believe before. 

- Pr. Our peace ſtands in our Juſtification by Faith, and yet 
there are remains of fin in us, which we are to mourn tor. 
. Con, There is a perfect cleanſing from the guilt of fin. 

Obſ. What, a cleanſing from the guilt of ſin, and not from the. 
ſin it ſelf ; this is quite contrary to Scriprures.. - 

Pr. Chriſt was given for an advocate, for: the ſins. of. thoſe 
whom fohn calls little Children and his. own, which therefore 
were to be. *þ 45; | 5; 0 | 
. Con. That of -1 7oh. 1. 12. I write unto you that you may not ſin. 

Page, 39, Chriſt Redeemeth from all iniquity, 1s a yy” w_ 
RE x. : | aveth - 


"(82 ) | 
favcth. them from- their '(ſins: 'Aſath..-1. 21. Luke. 19: 10; 
Obſ. Chriſt being thus a Redeemer, a Saviour, an Advocate, 
therefore ſens are not t6 be ;, and there was young Men and. Fathers. 
4s well as little Children. Ele 4 3! t i 
Pr, The Devils work remains unfubdued in the Child of God, 
appeares by that Paul ſaith to the Romans, The Gad of peace, &cc. 
Con. The. God of , peace ſhall tread down Satan under your feet 
Partly. Rom. 16 20. bs of 
Obſ. Avd ſure; when Satan is: thus trodden down under foot, his 
work, cannot remain unſubdued ; for- both his power and poſ eſjion is. 
taken from him: by a greater then he... © | | 1 -; 
Pr. Welnvepeacewith God, butare all compaſlcd about with. 
infrmities and ſubje& to paſſions as was El:as. 
Con, Weare cleanſed from all fin by the Blood of Chriſt 
; Obſ. 141 paſſions are not ſinful paſſions ; for paſſions are ſufferings 
for it could nog be that Paul and Barnabas were ſubjelFs to the likg 
fins with thoſe Idallaters, At; 1.4413, 14, 15. whenſubjett ro like 
paſſion with them. - In | EIS 
Py, Here is another Armizion and Popiſherror, that b-lievers. 
way fall from Grace. ES RT He -- 
Con. A believer may fall, Peter and'David ſinned foully. 
Obf. Surely their ' firning ſo foully was not in the Faith, but when 
they were txrned fromit, which required their repentance. ; 
Pr. That Peter and David fell from Faith, is an Arminon, and 
Popiſh error. | ; 
Con, Evil works come not from Faith. : 
Obſ. Then the evil works they did, were out of, and againit the 
Faith ; and had they. ftood in the Faith, they bad been kept from thoſe 
evil works, | mn OD 
Pr. :Peter and David had their failings; Viz. ( till dea.h ) Elah 
an old Propher, ſubje&to lice: pafſion-as we are, &c. + 
Con. Chriſt ſaid to Peter, 1 have prayed for thee that thy Faith 
Fail not > When: thou art converted p__ thy brethren. Doth 
_ bgnify when he ſhould be fully recovered. IT CES Y 
. Obſ:! 42d [arelyPtter was i fo converted or fullyrecovered, as to 
| ſtrengthen his' Brethren befurelns deceaſe 3 and like paſſions were likg 
ſuf erings, whieh may. relate to ſuckneſs, Ja 5. 13, 14 or ather 
_ ations; for Paul and; Barnabas were not ſubjetF to the Ike Sins 
OY raollatry with thoſe beatiiensjioAR, 14 15+. .. | rn 
fo rs ”. 
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Pr. It is not ſad DoAtrine as you ſay, but comfortable, rhat as 
believers may fall as Petey and David, whereas he doth not fall 
wholly away,but hath ſtill the Seed of Grace remaining in him p.24. | 

Con. The ſad breach. that Pezers fall made on his Soul, did _ 
weaken his Grace and cloud his comforts/'yery much, There are 
remains. of fin within us which we are to mourn for. - 

Obſ. If fin did very much cloud his comforts, and be the cauſe 
of mournings 4s it was both to David andPeter ; ther for you to 
plead for ſin term of life cannot be a comfortable Dottrine, unleſs 
zo ſuch as be hardened in ſin, and take pleaſ, Hre int, - > 

Pr. Which improvment of the Light within;mult indeed come 
from free will, and conſequently ye hold Merit, |! Z 199 

- Con. We mult put on the whole armour of - God, and war againſt 
fit ptr 1230 0 ld nf | | 0 
: obs Ds not they improve the Light who war againſt ſin ; and 
thi is not of,, or. from mans willin the Fall, but from the power that © 
converts, and works in him to will and todo. 

Py, There -are remains-- of fin within us while we live herc, 
which we are to-mourn for. | 

Con. The kingdom of God 1s Righteouſneſs, Peace, Foy in the 
holy ghoſt. Twenty lixth Page. I 
. Obſ. Therefore ſim which us the cauſe of ſorrow, hath no place in 
the kingdom of God, which the Saints attain to here. | 

Pr. Faith is an babit, and an imperfe& creature. 

Con. Saving Faith is given of God, and is a ſaving enlightning 
of the Soulc6 Amowe Chr:ſt,Faith,is a SanRiifying Light. 
 Obf, What ftrange Dottrie is this, that an, mmperſet# creature 
354 Saviour, an Enljghtener,_ a Sauttifier 5. ard. doth the Kirk of 
Scotland receove this for Orthodox ; The Gift of God is perfett, 
and every good and perfect Gift comes from God, 

Pr. Thoſe who tell us of a Faith in Chriſt without Scriptu: es, 
have no Light inthem. pa. 28. 
© Con. Twenty ſixth Pag. The ewes wilfully reje&ed the Light, 
and ſhut their eyes againſt it.z wicked men, whorrcbel againſt the 
Light, have the Light of a natural Conſcience, -and the common 
work of the Spirit. 

Obſ. Then they had the Light, and the work, of the Spirit is not 
 vatural, but no Light 'in them excludes natural Light, as well as 
ſpiritual from being inthem, whereas in that, Iſa. 8, 20. it ſhould be 
no:morning #2 ſtead of no Light, L 2 Pr. 
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(84) 
Pr. Jeſus Chriſt, bid them ſearch the Scriptures, for to find 
him inthcm. Ces | | | 
Con. They might have Life by the true ſpiritual knowledg of Faith, 
theſe who believed and had Life did own the Light- within, and 


who denieth that is:Chriſt, ſh2weth by the Spirit of Revelation and 


Wiſdom within. Ws | 

Obf. Now Supernatural Knowledg, Light within, Spirit of Re 
lation and Wiſdom within is confeſſed ; but another while imediate 
teaching, power &C. - is denied by thoſe who think to find Chriſt in the 
Scriptures ; but, 1s that Chriſt that ſuffered at Jeruſalem to be found 
zn tbe Scriptures'? How blind are you Prieſts of: Scotland, - * 

Pr. The Child of God cannot lin Totally and Figally : There #5 
no. mar liverh and ſineth not, Es 

Con. Fhoſe for whom Ch:iſt hath given himſelf he Redeemeth |, 
; .Obſ.. How, from all iniquity, and yet ſin ſo much contended for 

You. Vid Os 33. Hhoxs Ui5" 4 Sf | 
of Pr. Theſe all for whom Chriſt died, 'canhot be meant of each 
individual perſon of the world how are they loſt if he came to 
ſave them ; this argueth defect of wiſdom to foreſee want of power 
to effeft his intention pa. 31 + "Rt > 

Cor; He died for all, ſome have: wilfully rejected the Grace g1- 
ven, that wilfully- trample under foot, the blood of the Son of God. 

Obſ. There ts neither defett of wiſdom nor 'want of power in 
Chriſt, but wilfulneſs and rebellion in man that lets ; he died for all 
his Grace is freely tendered that they may believe and be ſaved : But 
sh:s is not by abſolute compulſion and force, as if therefore he were ah- 
folutely.:ntcnded to fave all; but Love and Good Well is ſhewed to: 
waras all; many wilfully rejetF and _—_— upon it ( 4515 confeſt) 

Pr. Motions of Satan and our deceitful hearts are to be tried; 
it is comfortable DoQrine, that a believer may fall as Davidand 
Peter. 

Cop. Thoſe that got a new heart from God, and his fear put in 
them, they do' not depatt nor revolt. - 

Obſ. Jt 5s the deceitful bearts that are comforted with ſuch 
Dettrine, that is for falling as David and Peter did, and not the 
wew heart in which Gods feat is put, 

Pr. The Scriptures do reveal the Myſteries. pa-27- 

Con. Jeſus Chriſt ſhewcth by the Spirit of Revelation and Wiſ- 
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Obſ. The Scriptures teſtifie of the Myſteries, but then Chriſt by 
that Spirit within Reveaies them, ES 

. Pr. The Scriptures. ( being many words of God takcn toge- 
ther ) they are called the Word of God. pa. 25. 

Con. The Scriptures calleth Chriſtthe Word of God in ſome 
Places. 
F Obſ. Chrijt the Word was before the Scriptures, or the Words, 
befides, one word is not many words, nor many words properly to be 
taken for one word. 

Pr. Ts not the Father diſtin from the Son and the Spirit inthe 
perſonal Sabſiſtance. pa. 31. - 

Con, Both the Father and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt are a 
Spirit, pa. 33. | 

Obſ. Both ('or all ) a Spirit, and yet diſtin in perſonal Subſyt- 
ance ; Where learned you thus Dotfrine ? Not from the Scriptures. 

'Pr. Ye do not own what the Scriptures aſſert, but your own 
blaſphemous fancies ( Yiz. ) about the Deity ; three Perſons . 
diſtin in the perſonal Subſiſtance. pa. 32. 

Con. Ye ſay ye own what the Scriptures of Truth aff:rt of the 
God-head ; That there are three that bear record in heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the word and the ſpirit, and thoſe three are one. 

© Obſ.. Then weown what the Scriptures aſſert of the Deity 07 the 
Father ,Word and the Spirit which are one;this is no blaſphemy no” fan® 
cies as malitiouſly we are accuſed. | x ee 

Pr. Except ye call all the words of Scriptures clcarly confered. 
together a cavilling, Y3z. touching three diſtin& _P<rſons in the 
Deity, @&c. ” 

Con. Although the Scriptures do not inſo many words make | 
mention of the three Perſons, cc. who.are one God ; we difalow 
all Traditions, or any unwritten Rule which is n5t Scripture. 

Obſ. Then three dittinf# Perſons in the Deity, diftints in the per - 
ſonal Subſiftance, are not the words of the Scriptures but a Tradition, 
and why do you then alow of that which is not Scripture, but that 
There are three that bear record in heaven, and theſe three are on? 
75 Scripture. CAAIs ay 3a : 

Pr. The Apoſtles telleth that the Corinthians were to ſhew 
forth Chriſts death till he came again : The Bread ſpoken of to chem, 
behoved to be this of outward Bread, &c. IH 

Con. It behoved to be ſuch a coming againe as Was yer future 
and unaccowpliſhcd in the Corinthians time, | Obj. 
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{ (86) 
Obſ. Were the Corinthians then ro eat and drink, out wardly after 
their time, or ſo long after their deceaſes ? What abſurdity and groſe. 

. neſs 15 here | | 

hs Infants Baptiſm was approved by the Orthodox Church, 
andthe Renouned Teachers-and_ Guides thereof, and'{cund Fa- 
ther, as Tertullian, Ciprian, Lattant, Auguſtine, ferom, Baſil, &Cc. 
Its deriyed frcm the Church when pure. | | 
Con. We diſallow all Traditions, or any un-written Rule 
which is not Scripture, whether they be under pretence of Reye- 

lation, which Enthuftaſts hold 3 or Traditions as Papiſts in this 
agree. ; | LN 

- Cbf. Then Infants Baptiſme not being Scripture ( but a popi 
Tradition ) is Fir to j# of of. : : pop 
Pr. Children of believers: ſhould be under the Initial Scal of 

the Covenant as Abrahams were. | | | 
- _ Con. Circumciſion was the Seal of the old Cove nant, and it was 
admin'ſtred cn Males onely, page, 35. | * 
Obſ. Circumciſion of the Males onely, was in its t#me Commanded 
of God, . which is no proof of ſprinkling Infants, buh Males and 

Females, which was never cammanded of. God... SPE 

Pr, pa.38.The Fathers or Iſralites,who fcll into groſs ſins, profeſſed 
the ſame Doctrine-of Salvation ; to profeſs Chriſt is called a drink- 
jog of Chr ſt, &c' _. Re Roar adds 
Con. Abraham and- his Seed under the. old Covenant, had the 
ſame Mcdiator which is Jeſus Chriſt, he was the ſame yeſter-day 

' to thim, that heis to day to believers. | = 
Obſ. Their having the ſame Mediator Jeſus Chriſt the ſame, &c. 
And drinking of Chriſt was more then to profeſs him, or the Dottrine 
of Salvation. And, Did {urh fall ito groſs ſins ? What fell they 
from if not from Grace .'- 1. 


Pr. Ye lay thereis noexpreſs command for ſprin\ ling of the In- 


 fants of believers. pa. 36, 


_ Con. But we diſalow all Traditions or any unwritten Rule 
which is not Scripture... Þ&@AF4,.5 oo ll "Py 
'. © Ob. You have confeſt what I ſaid, that there s5 no expreſs com- 
mand for ſprinkling Infants, therefore im alowing of it you contra- 


—_ ” a . ——_—_ , ” 
ee er fee ee ; =. 
ks - 5 <A Ge 2 AE ARR AA PAIR a 7 Rs. 
« P3 F., \ I - I 
. o 
"doe. 


- *L %,* x08 
” *3 <4 At 
i 7 
- LEES 
I OF 4 
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Sf (if it be drawn by good conſ. quence ) 
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far as ran be fonnd in the Scriptures, page, 29. Chriſt bid ſearch 
rhe Scriptures, they reveal the (Miſtcries, page, 27, 1 deny any 
immediate teaching by God, page. 14. | A 


Obſ. Although a great ſtreſs and neceſſity 1s laid upon the Scrip- | 


eures, and immediate teaching ſo con,idently densed, yet ne Sjrinkling 
Infants to be found, or required in Scripture (and whilſt any imedi- 
ate teaching is denied ) How is it of Divine Taltitution ( Surely 
Edward Jamiſons conſequence herein is not Divine,who denies any 
zmmedziate teaching. = | 
Pr: pa.37.1f1 had aid it Viz, Infants Paptiſm brorght themto 
the Church, thoſe-places and many others do hold it, as, Gal. 3. 27: 
its the ordinary way of putting on Chriſt &c. - | 

Con. 1. ſaid nut that it did bring them into the Church, but that 
It is a Seal of our entry into the -Church, page. 26. ſprinkling of 
water is enough to ſignify inward waſhing. 

Ob. If it doth not bring into the Church, it is but a ſigne of in- 
ward waſhing, its not 4 putting on Chriſt; neither can the Scripture 
prove tt when_there 4s no Scripture for it, and were the Scriptures 
deemed the ordinary way and means, but now ſprinkling 's 20k 
What ignorant and groſs contradithons are theſe | : 
Pr.Ye bp Baptiſme doth not bring them into the Church,irs a bold 
Sacrilegious uſurpation, in detraCting from the words of the Book 
of God, which ſhall be puniſhed with all the curſes of rhat- Book. 

Con, Though there be no exprefs command ( for ſprin':ling 
Infants ) yet its of Divine Inſtitution.if it be drawn by good con- 
Kquence, pa. 36. £ 

Obſ, Sce what Curſes theſe Prieſts have laid npon them that deny 
the Infants Baptiſme ( their Scripturles Tradition ) to bring into 
rhe Church, and are not they herein evidently Guilty of Sarrining 
uſurpation, and adding to the words of the Book. of God by their falſe 

K.0w/ wrong ; : 
' Px. Baptizing of Children or others, a ſtanding: Ordinance of 
Chriſt, which he hath appointed ro continue to the end of the 
world, Mat. 28. and ordinary means: ſor Salvation, Aa 16. 16. 
- Con. There be no expreſs commands for ſprinkling Infants, 
Hp. 2. 38. repent and be baptized. Mark. 16. 16, He that believs 
&h and i baptized ſhall be ſaved. DD 
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Con. Truths and Dodrines is to be tried, by the Scriptures, ſo- 
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Odſ. They to whom Repentance and Faith was preached, were 
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F- * mot Infants ( ſuch as the Prieſts ſprinkle of - a few dayes old ) which - 
; Z5 we Levy that ſaveth, be that of the Spirit, or the anſwer 
of a good conſcience ts ſaving. | 
" Pr. Page. 37. That many Miniſters baptize the Children of 
thoſe who are prophane and drunkards, and fo not believers. - 

Rep. They that profeſs the Goſpel, though they be not ſincere 
belicyers, yet they are in this ſence accounted belivers. 

Con. Page. $85. The Children of believers, ſhould be under the 
Initial Seal of th: Covenant, to believers and their Seed that pro» 
miſe belongeth ; thoſe to whom that promiſe, That God would be 
their God and the God of their Seed ; ſhould be baptized, Yiz. Inc 

ii fants who are in the Covenant with God. Page. 36. . 
Wl: + . Obſ. Ir ſeems. theſe Prieſts can make be!i:vers at an eaſe rate, 
' whi'jt they can take the prophane drunkards for believers, upon their 
profeſſing the Goſpel ; but ſurely God is not the God of the prophane 
| and drunkards, nor are they in Gods Covenant ( as true believers are ) 
Ws | but under Satans power and their taking it for granted that the ſprink- 
{| ling Infants t the Initial Stal of the Covenant is falſe, and but a beg- 
ing the queſtion. | : = 
Pr. Thoſe who are under the profeſſion of the Goſpel, are to be 
reputed as in Covenant. pa. 39. | 
Con. Unbelievers who have a profeſſion, and yet haye not ſincere 
faith, &'c. are not Righteous nor Holy, &c. 
| Obſ. Ther tt is not the profeſſion of the Goſpel that makes them 
i believers or in Covenant with God. 
I: Pr. An Arminien and Popiſh DoQrine, that believers may fall 
from Grace, | : | 

Con. The Fathers, many of them fell into groſs ſins as is cleared 
from the Hiſtories of the Books of, Exod. Lev. Num. and Deut. 
and, 1 Coy. 10.1, 2, 3, 4, 5- They eat the ſame ſpiritual bread, 

' and drank the ſame | mn drink, drank, of the Rock which was 
Chriſt, yet many of them were Idolaters, luſters after evil thoughts, 
committed Fornication, Tempters of. God, Murderers, Sc. 

Obſ. See how fully theſe Prieſt have proved the falling away from 
W... Grace, for which they have ſo much accuſed us with Popery and Ar- 
# + minianiſme( whar a Babel are they in) and, Was not that ſpiritual 

Bread and Drink, and Rock, whic\ they did eat and drinkof ſaving 

FF Cree? | 
|| I «7 Baptizm ( /3z of. Inſan's ) brought them to the Church 
(Pe? Aa IEC , 4» ; " k T 


= 


7eſm Chriſt and his death, Rom. 6. 3, and its Inſtituted for the re- 
miſſion of fins, AG. 2. 38. : | 

Con. Its that which lignifies our putting on Chriſt, our renew- 
ing by the Spirir, our wafhing by remiſſion of Sins, our being buri- 
ed wich Chriſt, &-c. | SE Ht 
Obſ.-Then its not the Sign nor Shadow, but the Subſtance that 
brings into the true Church that ſaveth, that Baptizeth into Jeſus 
Chrift and hi death, and this us that one Baptiſme of the Spirit. 

Pr, Infants Baptiſme or Sprinkling, approved its the Initial S:al 
of the Covenant, which the Children of belieycrs ought to be 


under. | 

. Con- The Apoſtle Petey ſayes, At. 2-38 39. That thoſe to whom 
the promiſe 55 ,ſhould be Baptized, and vers 38 repent and be bagtized, 
Mat 28.60 teach all Nations Baptizing them Mark. 16. 16. He that, 
believeth and @« baptized ſhall be ſaved; And, Rom. 6. 3. We are baz- 
13zed into Feſms Chriſtand his death, pag. 37+ Be 
© Obſ.. Thoſe that are capable of ſuch teachings ( repenting belie- 
wing) are not Infants of a week, old ; and teach baptizsng unto the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, was by the Power and Spi- 

1it that went along with their Teaching and Myniſtring. 

Pr. pag. 28. They have no Light in them, who ſpeak not ac- 
cording to the Law and: the Teſtimony, and tell us of a faith in 
Chriſt without the Scriptures. PL 

Con. pag. 31. Wicked men who rebel againſt the Light, haye 
. theLight of a natural conſcience ſpoken of, Rom, 2.14. and ihe 

common work of the Spirit. © ES | 
\ . Obſ. TheWork of the Spirit of Godin the heart sof wicked men, 

congifting them, is not natural nor from .a natural Light, for it 
3s the Spirit that ſo worketh in them, ( which you call common ) 
but your confeſſing a natural Light in them, contradicts your ſaying 
they have no Light in them, but the Law #« Light, and. the Tefti- 
mMony of 4 4 « Spirit of Prophecie, whieh the true Prophets ſpake 
from, and they that [pake not according to this Light, there u + 
morning to them, but they are in the dark, where the Light [ 


before it ſhine out of darkpeſs. 


a4 , "WV: : FO ag” ” , (is : An ; ” 
4 WAS RM. » +3" 24 "Y Y - a, " TOY &7 % £4 84 F% a # b i; - a. 4 
$a : bi 4 =. . - , 
- . nt 2.4 % . * 7 
4 - . 4 Y + * Pa 
> - 
s = } p q | - _ ” 
. 
J 


=" Is, an ordinary means for Salvation, pag. 37. We are baptized #ne9 
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Some © ueries of Alexander Skein, ſometime Baily. 

- of Aberdeen, upon. bis forſaking. the | Publick 4 

Worſhip there, and joining with the People of God — By 
in ſcorn called Quakers. * EE ard 


2 Pol ts Query I. Ee 111005 
V Fether or not thould any AR of Gods Worſhip be gone 
| Y about without the motions, leadings and aQtings of the 
Holy Spirit. He he up SO "FP 
Qu, ' T1; If the motions of the Spirit be necclary to every par- | 
ticular duty, Whether ſhould he be waited upon;.that our: whole ) 
'aRts_and words way be according 'as he gives urterahee and, affiſt- 
ance. ; " ; eII Th -<d As ron * i 2% 4 IS. as 
Ou, NI. Ifevery one that bears the name of a Chriſtian or pro- 
feſſes tobe Proteſtants, bath fuch a uninterupted meaſure thercof, 
arg any time they may without watting, go iramediately about 
Qu, IF, If there bean indiſpoſition and an unfitnels' at ſome - 
tines-for ſuch exerciſes, at leaſt as to the ſpiritual and lively per- 
forinance thereof ; Whether-the duty. oughit. to be performed in 
that caſe, or at that time ? - TE a a % 
24, V.; Wany duty be gon about -under pretence that itis in i 


obedience to the. exterm] command, without rhe ſpiritual life and " 
motion, neceſfary.; Whether, ſuch a dury thus perfortned, can in Fe 
faith be expeRted to be accepted of God, and tot rather reckoned, | 
25 bringing ſtrange tire befoxe the Lord, ſceing it is performed ( at 
bt )by the ſtirengeh of natural andacquired parrs, and not by the 
S==<Frength and affiſtance of the holy ghoſt, which was rypified by 
EL Fire that came down from heaven, which alon: behoved to 
= ne the Sacrifiſe and no 0:her ?' - WE Ws =. 
+ %Y7. Ifduties gone about in the mere ftrength of natural 
2 +> hred parts, wh-ther in publick or in privare, be not all really 
atter an Image of maris inyention as the popiſh worſhip, 
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" BE CRIES be not ſo groſs in the outward 


+ - that nature, as it tsto countenance 


, be a difference in-the degree. 


*countenance the worſhip of thoſe, whoſe profeſſed Principle is nei**;- 
ther to ſpeak for edification, nor to pray, but as the holy ghoſt © 
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Qu: VII. Whether: it be ground of offence, or juſt ſcar 


ſhall be pleaſed to aſſiſt them, in ſome meaſure leſs or more, with- 


out which, they will rather chuſe to be ſilent, then to ſpeak with- 


out his Influences ? 2D x 
, - —_— i | 
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Pag, 10. lin. 8. for Polythritcs, read Polytheites pag. 16. 


lin. 21. for: to: read rwo® pag. 18. lin. 30. for, to write. 


read, or writ. pag. 31. lin. 9: for, Chriſts, read Chriſt pag. 
32. lin. 12. read in it, for ſpake, read ſpeaks pag. 33. lin. 
laſt, for Revelation, read relation. pag. 41. lin. 20: for im- 
perative,” read Superiour. pag. 53. lin. 14. read ſubjoyne. pag 
56. lin. 37. for Anſwer, read, reply. from pages. 56. and. 
66, the pages are miſfigured. pag. 62. lin. 33. read Pr. 
An. pag. 64 lin. laſt, rezd Pr. An. pag. 72. lin. 27. 
not, read nor _|.in,  .z2 for which. read, ſuch - as. 
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. F..r. work in part. p. 83, 1. 1, f. that as. r- thata. p. 84. 
4 5. f. is r. Telus. 1. 33. r. your deceitful. p. 85. 1. 31. del. 
3T- I. 3o. r. p. 35. I. 37. r. and cup. p. 87. 1. 5. r. fuch 


_ agreat. |. 7.f. anyr. all 1. 19. r. we arenot. 29. r. theire infants 


Pp. 88. 1. 8. £.85.r. 35.1, 17, f.. the r. theire, 24. f. the. x. 
theire, 39. del. the. Z | 
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Reader, 


F Erein # aſſerted the real ſuff iciency of Di- 
vine Illumination and Inſpiration, toge- 
ther with the Dofrine of the Saints Perfection in 
Chriſt, and bs Univerſal Light and Grace to 
Mankind ; and thereby the real Ule and End of the 
Holy Scriptures made known, and the pretious 
Truths therein Owned and Vindicated, fron the 
£-0fs Ertovrs , Perverſhons, Ablutdicies, Re- 
proaches, manifeſt Confuſtons and ContradiCti- 
ons of ſome Rigid Presbyters of Scotland, to whom 
this Tract containes a brief Reply (in many ſhort 
Paragraphs) which was thus occaſuoned. Viz. 
Some of the Presbyterian Prieſts or Teachers in 
Scotland, having ſome years ago writ a great bundle 
againſt us , the People of God, called Quakers, in a 
way of ſlighting and deriding ſome things of Truth, 


' which above ten years ago 1 wrote, in Anſwer to 4 


Paper ( containing a pretended Anſwer to 26 
Queries of Geo. Fox's, Junior ) with ſome Que- 
ies written by one Edw. Jamiſon, in whoſe Name, 
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Obſ. The Light of Chrift in all men i not naturalbut ſpiritual, 
and thoſe in al. Nations that were led by it, were n:t enem;es eo the 
Goſpel. 


Pr. We deny that the power of God is immediate ( Viz. in 


his people ) 

Con. He told us he will exerciſe his power, for, and in us. 

Obſ. Then his power is immediate in us, aid works immediatly 
"7 u many times, toour ſtrengthening, comfort and refreſhments, 
when we hear no man ſpeak, or preach to us. | 

Pr. Faith is a Habit, and an imperfect Creature, and its as im- 
poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, as that a man abiding a man ſhould 
eſlentially be a beaſt. 

Con. Saving, Supernatura], Enlightning and SanRifying Faith 
1s the Gift of Ged. 

Obſ. Wrart then, Are men Saved, Enlightned, and Santtifyed 
by mo which is —_—_ ? What groſs Ignorance and Contradittion 
8: this | 
\ Pr. The Grace of Hope is ImperfeR, 

Con. Chriſt i the Hope of Glory. 

Obſ. The Grace of Chriſt is perfeft, and he is the Grate of all 
our Graces. 

Py, 1 cali the Scriptures the VWord of God; and the Goſpel the 
Word of Reconciliation , which are diſtinguiſhed. 

Var. Ihe Goip:l is the Scriptures written by the Prophets , 
what Mark wrote is the Goſpel, the beginning o: the Goſpel ; the 
Goſpel is a part of the Scriptures one with them, conteined in them. 

Odſ. If the Scriptures and Goſpel be one ; How are they diſtin- 
guiſh:d? Ard, if the Goſpel and Myniſtry of Chriſt be one, , How 
#5 the Scripture it ? And if Marks declaration was the beginning of 
ghe Goſpel , How are the Prophets writings the Goſpel ? 'Is not 
manifeſt confuſion, variation, and inconſiſtencies in theſe paſſages ? 

Pr. Thar Chriſt was firſt known himfclf ere he gave the know- 
ledg of the Scriptures ; the Apo/ile Paul denies your conſequence. 

Coz. Its falſe, that any have a {incere Supernatural Fai.h of the 
Scriptures that are ignorant of Chriſt, &c. 

Obf, Then tis not falſe that there muſt ( in ſome degree ) be a 
Supernatural Knowledg and Faith of Chriſt, before” the Script #-es 
be truely khytown or believed. 
Pr. I deny any immediate 


zathing will no wayes follow 


teaching by God, Chrilts immediate 
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Con. Curiits _—_ the underſtanding to know the Scrip- 
tures ; fpr he doth by the ſame Supernatural Influence ſhine on 
the underſtanding and Scriptures, Like 24. 32. 

Obſ. Chrijts opening and ſhining by a Supernatural Influence, 
plainly proves immediate teaching, as we called Quakers do hold ; 
411d againſt the Prieſts of Scotlands denying it, who thus confute 
themſelves. 

Pr. If there bz any Pryority, or Poſteriority of Chriſt in the 
Soul, the Scriptures hath it in the order of nature, 

Con. The Lord inthe comunicating of the knowledg of them, 
he is in his being firſt ; the cauſe muſt be before the effect, ſo the 
giverof knowlcdg before the knowledg given. 

Obſ. So that he that is the firſt, and cauſe of true knowledg, hath 
the Priority and Preheminence in all things, without whom the Scrs 
rures are not known ; and if ithe a Priority of Chriſt ( as is a) 
then Chriſt hath it. 

Pr. Without the SanRifying knowledg of Chriſt, one may 
undeiſtand the Scriptures without error and jangling. 

Con, None can know the Truths of the Scriptures, without 
the Sanifying Knowledg of Chriſt. 

Obs. So then, without that Santtif ying Knowledg, none can nn- 
aerj;aid rnem without error. 

ir. Wc may fiud Eternal Lite by ſearching Scriptures, they 
tho:ght to have Eternal Life in the Scriptures, this thought could 
not be a deluſion. | | 

Con. He that hath heard and learned of the Father, cometh to 
kim (Viz. to Chriſt ) he (to wit the Spiric of Truth ) ſhall lead 
believers into all Truth. | 

Obſ. Ss then the Father is tobe heard and learned of, that the 
Son may be come to, and the Spirit to be followed tolead into all 
Truth, and this way was before the Scriptures. 

Pr. Sin is remaining in part, in all the facultics of Gods Chil- 
dren( /3z, in the Will, Mind, and Aﬀections ) 

Incon. Cleanſe thou me, from my ſecret ſins ;, Peter exhor:ed 
the believing Hebrewes to abſtain trom their luſts. 

Obſ. Then let not ſin nor ſinful luſts, allwayes remain in believers. 

Pr. If you tind out any other faculty of the Soul which.can be 
a ſeat for (in to dwell in, t 


the Schooles will te beholding ro yow  _! 


{80 ) | 

Con. When: they are believers and begotten, they are ſo freed 
that the evill one cannot. touch them ; many are commended for 
keepi ig his Commandments. |, 

...Obſ.- If the evil one cannot touch them, much leſs hath he power 
ta lead them into ſin all their time, or to uphold ſin in all their facul- 
Ties ; and the Schools that would have more place for ſin, allow Chriſt 
70 place. | h 

Pr Believers are not freed from fin wholy till death. 
Ticoz, To b: unblamable, is that Grace which is univerſal in all 
parts of the renewed man. ] 

. Obſ,- Unblameable zs inconfotarr with ſin, for ſin is blameable 
where ever it is. . | | . nt 

' Pr. A believer ever after he is begotten of God ts not free of 
fin, they do not perfetly mortify lutts in'them. 

/ Con.Inthe Book of Common Prayer, there is a promiſe to forſake 
the Devil and all his Works, the vain Pompe and Glory of the 
world, and (inful] luſts of the ticſh, aid be Jed by Gods Spirit to 
Kcep his Commands ; many of thoſe who promiſe may do this 
and keep it. | | 

Obſf. What greater promiſe can there be of freedom ſrom ſin, 
then to forſake the Devil and all his works, tobe led by Gods Spirit 
ro keep his Commands ? | . deer 

-- Pr. Your''new Light you pretend, is nothing but old Dam- 

nable Popery. _. | | | 

Con. The Spirit of truth will lead believers into all truth. He 
that bath heard and learned of the Father cometh to him. Viz. to 
Obſ. Our Light 3s the Light of the Spirit of Truth, which cometh 
from Cbriſt, and.guides both ro hear and learn of the Father ,. and 
| this. Light was beſare the Scyiptures were, and its blaſphemy to call it 

Damnable Popery. S 

.. Pr. Io-the preſent time, 7 am ſold under fin, that good I would 

do, I do not. Groaning under a body of death : It was not a by-gone 

ſtate Pan! fpeakes of, in the preſent time [| 7 am 

Con. Paul was giving thanks for viory through Jeſus Chriſt 
( yer all theſe are knit rogether ) cpa 

Obſ. Victory, and being ſold under fin, are two differing ſtates, 
4; warring, and being more then a Conqueror are: Paul ſpake to 
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their fleſh, and therein condeſcended to their capacities, below his own 
preſent ſtate and injoyment, | | 

Pr. Perfect holinets, of both Soul and Body, is not to be till 
the Reſurrefion, Y32z. after death. | 
Con. Believers at their death, which is upon their dying, are 
made perfectly holy. | \ 

Obi. Perfett holineſs ought not to be put off, neither ſo long after 
acath, nor till death, for what time do you allow Chriſt to reign in 
man, and to ſerve him, if all your life time ſin muſt remain, and ſo 
long the Devil be ſerved ? | 

Pr. The Godly falleth into ſin ſeven times a day ; Chriſt faith 
to Peter, that he ſhould forgive his brother ſeventy timcs ſeven, 
which implyeth, that a brother may offcnd ofcen in the day rim?. 

Con. As tor my .aying a day, it was a miſtake of the citation 
of the place. Thar of the Spirit is moſt prevailing with Gods Chil- 
dren, as unto which they do adhere ; the fleſh they renounce and 
reſiſt, and which by little and Jittle they overcome. © _ | 

Obſ, It had been well thou hadit confeſt thy miſtakes as ingeny= 
ouſly in other things, the contyoverſie had been the leſs ; but, Vothe 
Brethren ſin all their dayes ? When then do they overcome ® What 
groſs confuſion art thou in ! 

Pr. While we live, we muſt pyt on the armonr of God and war 
againſt fin, which is not to be ended till we lay down this Ta- 
bernacle. | = 

Con. Weare cleanſed from all ſin by the Blood of Chriſt, in 
Juſtification when we do' believe. | | 

Obſ. If believers be cleanſed from all ſin when they do believe ; 
How have they it to war againſt, till they Iny down this T abernacle ? 
Surely they believe before. | 

Pr. Our peace ſtands in our Juſtification by Faith, Ind yet 
there are remains of ſin jinus, which we are to mourn for. 

Con, There is a perte& cleanſing from the guilt of lin. 

Obſ. What, a cleanſing from the 'guilt of ſin, and not from the 
ſm it ſelf; this is quite contrary to Scriptures. $ 

Pr, Chriſt was given for an advocatc, for the ſins of thoſe 
whom John calls little - Children and his own, which therefore 
were to be. | | 

Con. That of 1 7ob. 1. 12. J write unto you that you May rut ſin, 
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- Pr. Jeſus Chriſt, bid them ſearch the” Scriptures, for to find 
bim in them. 

Co. They might have Life by the true ſpiricual knowledg of Faith, 
theſe who believed and had Life did own th: Light within, and 
who denieth that is Chriſt, ſh:weth by the Spiric ot Revelation and 
Wiſdom within. | 

Obt. Now Supernatural Knowledg, Light within, Spirit of Res 
velation and Wiſdom with: is confeſſed ; bunt another while imeaiate 
teaching, power &c. 1s dented by thoſe who think to find Chriſt in the 
Scriptures ; but,. Is that Chriſt that ſuffered at Jeruſalem to be found 
#1 toe Scriptures ? How blindare you Prieſts of Scotland. 

Pr. The Child of God cannot lin Totally and Firally : There 7s 
no man lweth and ſineth not. 

Con. Thoſe for whom Ch:iſt hath given himſelf he Redeemeth 
from all iniquity. 

; Obſ. How, from all iniquity, and yet ſin ſo mich contended for 
ou. . | 

4 Py, Theſe all for whom Chriſt died, "cannot be meant of each 
individual perſon of the world how are they loſt if he came to 
ſave them ; this argueth defe& of wiſdom to foreſee want of power 
to effect his intention pa. 31. 

Con. Fe died for all, ſome have wilfully rejected the Grace gi- 
ren, that wilfully rrample under foot, the blood of the Son of God. 

Obſ, There r5 neither defett of wiſdom nor want of power 112 

Chriſt, but wilfulneſs and rebellion in man that lets ; he died for all 
his Grace is freely tendered thas. they may believe and be {aved : But 
this is not by abſolute compulſion and force, as if therefore he were ab- 
iolutely intcnded to fave all; but Love and Good Will is ſhewed to- 

wards all, many wilfully rejett and trample upon it ( as 15 confeſt ) 

Pr. Motions of Satan and our deceitful hearts are to be tried, 
it is comfortable Docrine, that a believer nAy fall as David and 

Peter, | 

Coz. Thoſe that got a new hcart from God, and his fear put in 
them, ghey do not depa:t nor revolt. h 

_ . Obſ. Jt 5s the deceitful bearts that are comforted with ſuch 

Dittrive, that is for falling as David 4nd Peter did, and not the 

uw heart in which Gods fear -is put, 
©, Pr. TheScriptures do reveal the Myſteries. pa.27- 
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Obſ. The Scriptures teſtifie of the Myſteries, but then Chriſt by 
that Spirit within Reveales thein, | 
Pr. The Scriptures ( being many words of God taken toge- 
ther ) they are called the Word of God. pa. 25. 
' Con. The Scriptures callech Chriſt the Word of God in ſome 
laces, | 
: Obſ. Chriſt the Word was before the Scriptures, or the Words, 
beſides, one word is not many words, nor many words properly tobe 
taken for one word. : 
Pr. Ts not the Father diſtin from the Son and the Spirit in the 
perſonal Subliſtance. pa. 31. 
Con, Both the Father and the Son, ' and the Holy Ghoſt are a 
Spirit.. pa. 33. 
OE Both (oral) a Spirit, and yet diſtin in perſonal Subſyt- 
ance ; Where learned you thus Dottrine ? Not from the Scriptures. 
Pr. Ye do not own what the Scriptures aſſert, bur your own 


 blaſphemous fancies '{ Viz. )-abcut the Deicy ; three Perſons 


diſtin&t in the perſonal Subliſtance. pa. 32. 

Con. Ye ſay ye own what the S:riptures of Truth afl-rt of the 
God- head ; That there are three that bear record in heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the word and the ſpirit, and thoſe three are one. : 

Obſ. Then we own what the Scriptures afſert of the Deity 0: ths 
Father Word and the Spirit which are one;this 15 no blaſphemy no - fans 
cies as malitiouſly we-are accuſed. 

Pr. Except ye call all the words of Scriptures clearly confered 


together a cavilling, /:z. touching three diſtin P.rions in the. 


Deity, cc. 

Con. Although the Scriptures do not in ſo many words make 
mention of the three Perſons, cc. who are one God ; we difalow 
all Traditions, or any unwritten Rule which is n>t Scripture. 

Obſ. Then three dittini# Perſons in the Deity, diſtintt in the per- 
ſonal Subſiſtance, are not the words of the Scriptures but a Tradition, 
and why do you then alow of that which is not Scripture, but that 


-T here arc three that bear record in heaven, and th:tie three ave one 


75 Scripture. 


Pr. The Apoſtles telleth that the Corinthians Were to ſhew 


. forth Chriſts death till he came again: The Bread ſpoken of to them, . 


behovyed to be this of outward Bread; &c. 


Con. It behoved to be ſuch a coming againe as was yer future 
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1-quence, pa. 36 
_ Obi, Sre what Curſes rhe/e Pricfts have laid gpen 4 them :hat deny 
the Infants Bapts\me ( tow Seriprarics Tradition ) to bring into 
+he C) £7 ore 'y EO ze wear 7 


c 
Pr. Baptizing of Children er others, a ſtanding Ordinance,or 
: hath, appointcd to-continue to the end of the 
world, 27at. 28. and ordinary means {or 5 < alan Mar. 16. 16. 
Con. There be no 2; We commands, for tprig&ling Infants, 
Hh, 2.28. dats S/n Mar} k:,16. 16, He toat Mah 
£:h ang 5; brpsnce half be {; POT EY 
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wot Infants ( ſuch as the Prieſts ſprinkle of 4. few dayes old ) which 
#5 not the Baptiſme that ſaveth, but that of the Spirit, or the anſwer 
of a good conſcience is ſaving. 


Pr. Page. 37. That many Miniſters baptize the Children of 


thoſe who are prophane and drunkards, and ſo not believers. 
' Rep. They that profeſs the Goſpel, though they be not (incere 
b-li.ycrs, yct they are in this ſence accounted belivers. 

Con. Page. $5. The Children of believers, ſhould be under the 
Initial Seal of th2 Covenant, to believers and their Seed that pro- 
miſe belongeth ; thoſe to whom rhat promiſe, That God world be 
their God and the God of their Seed ; ſhould be baptized, Viz. Ir- 
fants who are in the Covenant with God. Page. 36. : 

Obſ. It ſeems thrſe Prieſts can make be!z:vers at an eaſe rate, 
whiljt they can take the prophane drunkards for believers, upon their 
profeſſing the Goſpel ; but ſurely God is not the God of the prophane 
and drunkards, nor are they in Gods Covenant ( as true believers are ) 
but under S4tans power,and their taking it for granted that the ſprink- 
ting Infants s the Initial Scal of the Covenant is falſe, and but a beg- 
ing the queſtton. = | 

Pr. Thoſ: who are under the profeſſion of the Goſpel, are to be 
reputed as in Covenant. pa. 39. 

Con. Unbeleyers who have a profeſſion, and yet have not ſincere 
* faith, &c. arenot Righteous nor Holy, &c. 

 Obſ. Ther zt is not the profeſſion of the Goſpel that makes them 
believers or in Covenant with God. | No 

Pr. An Armznion and Popiſh Doctrine, that believers may fall 
from Grace. _—_ : 

Con. The Fathers, many of them fell into groſs ſins as is-cleared 
from the Hiſtories of the Books of, Exod. Lev. Num. and Deur. 
and, 1 Cor. 10.1; 2, 3, 4, 5- They eat the ſame ſpiruual bread, 
and drank the ſame ſpiritual drink, drank. of the Rock which was 


Chriſt, yet many of them were Idolaters, luſters after evil thoughts, 


committed Fornication, T empter of, God, Murdcrers, &c. 
Obſ. See how fully theſe brief have proved the falliag away from 
- Grace, for which they have ſo much accuſed us with Popery and Ar- 
minianiſme ( what a Babe! are they in ).and, Was mot that ſpiritual 


_ 


Bread and Drink,, and Rock, whic? they did eat and drinkof ſaving 
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is, an ordinary means for Salyation, pag. 37. We are baptized #19 
Zeſua Chriſt and bis death, Rom. 6. ——_ its Inſtiemed for the re- 
mrfſion of fins, Act. 2. 38. : 
- Con, Tts that which {ignifies our putring on Ehriſt, our renew- 
ing by the Spirit, oar waſhing by remiſſion of Sins, our being buri- 
ed with Chtiſt, &c. | ELD 
Obſ.-Then its not the Sign nor Shadow, but the Subſtance that 
brings into the true Church that ſqueth, that Baptizeth into ſeſus 
Chrift and hi death, and this 1s that one Baptiſme of the Spirit. 
Pr, Infants Baptiſme or Sprinkling, approved its the Initial Seal 
of the Covenant, which ' the Children of beljeyers ought to be 


under. 
| Con: The Apoſtle Peter ſayes, AF. 2+ 38 39. That thoſe to whom 
the promiſe is, ſhould be Baptized, and vers 38 repent and be baptized, 
Mat 28.60 teach all Nations Baptizing them Mark. 16. 16.He that, 
believerh and us baptized ſhall be ſaved. And, Rom. 6. 3. We are bap- 
322d into Feſwus Chriftand his death, pag. 37- No | 

Obſ. Theſe that are capable of ſuch teachings ( repenting belie- 
ving ) are mt Infants of a week old ; and teach baptizing iro the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, was by the Power and Spi- 
rit that went eg their Teaching and Myniſtring 

Pr. pag-28. They have no Light inthem, who ſpeak not ac- 
cording to the Law and the Teſtimony, and tell us of a faith in 
Chriſt without [the Scriptures. | | 

Con. pag. 31. Wicked men who rebel againſt the Light, haye 
the Light of a natural conſcience ſpoken ot, Rem, 2. 14. and the 
common work of the Spirit; 
Ob. The Work of the Spirit of God in the hearts of wicked men, 
convilting them, is not natural nor from a natural Light, for je 
3s the Spirit that ſo worketh in them, ( which you call common )) , 
but your confeſſing a natural Light in them, contraditts your ſaying 
they have no Light in them, but the Law 4 Light, and the Toſi 
Mmony of Fes the Spirit of Prophecie, whish the true Prophets ſpake 
from, and they that [pake not according to this Light, there u no 
Morning to them, but they are in the dark, where the Light ſhineth 
before ut ſhine out of darkpeſs. . | 
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Some Eueries of Alexander Skein, ſometime Baily 
. of - Aberdeen, upon. bis farſaking . the publick 
Worſhip there, and Joining with the People of God 


in ſcorn called Quakers. | 


S | | | Query I. Dl EY one 
AVaVs Hether or not ſhould any AR of Gods Worſhip be gone 
"YV Y about without the motions, leadings and aQtings of the 
Holy Spirit. DEN v6 EE IE 
' *- Qx. IL. Ifthe motions of the Spirit be neceMary to cyery par 

ticular duty, Whether ſhould he be waited upon, that \our. whole 
'aQts and words way be according as he gives utterahce and, afliſt- 
- Ou, 111. Wfevery one that bears the name of a Chriſtian ox pro- 


ſeſſes to be Proteſtants, bath ſuch x uninterapted meaſure theteof,, - 


rae + any time they may without wairing, go immediately abour 
the duty. © DO AUO R WR RO Rn OP Wes ANI 
: Ou, IV If there be an indiſpolition and an unfithels at ſome 
times for ſuch exerciſes, at leaſt as to the ſpiritual 'and lively per- 
formance thereof; Whether-the duty ought. to be performed ih 
that caſe, or at that time ? ES 0 a A 
us. Y. If any duty be gon about under pretence thar itis in 
obedience to the exterm] command, without rhe ſpiritual life and 
motion neceſſary ; Whether ſuch 2 duty thus performed, can ih 
faith be expeRed to b2 accepted of God, and not rather reckoned, 
as bringing ſtrange hire before the Lord, ſeeing it is petformed ( ar 
b.t)b the ſtrength of natural and acquired parts, and not by the 
; rengh and afliſtance of the holy thoſt, which was 2 yen by 
the Fire that came down from Heaveh, which alon- ved to 
conſume the Sacrifiſe and no other ?* © - © 5 19 FW 
Qs. V1. Ifduties gone about in._the mere firength of natural 


2 EY _ , Py . . . » all r 
2... 23d acquired parts, wh-ther in-gublick or in private, be not 
oe, Se 61 C : ate Log? gary ,W. "is 4) r «/® we us ; Fu ag WY wo S . "2% , A 0 7” % = BEN o- , - =o ” 
wk. $- PF; ®. oy. 8.5 - > & YO A" 
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( though it be not ſo groſs :in'the outward appearance ) and there 
fore as real ſuperſtition to countenance any worſhip which is of 
that nature, as it is to countenance popiſh worſhip, though there 
be a difference in the degree. | 

Qu. VIE. Whether it be ground of offence, or juſt ſcandal to 
countenance the worſhip of thoſe, whoſe profeſſed Prineiple is nei- 
ther to ſpeak for edification, nor to pray, but as the holy ghoſt 
ſhall be pleaſed to aſſiſt them, in ſome meaſure leſs or more, with- 
out which, they will rather chuſc to be filent, then to ſpeak with- 
out his Influences ? 5 | 


_ 


ERRATA 


Pag. 10. lin. 8. for Polythrites, read Polytheites pag. 16. 
lin, 21. for: to: read two: pag. 18, lin. 30, for, ro write 
read, or writ. pag. 31. lin. 9: for, Chriſts, read Chriſt pag. 
32. lin. 12. read 1n it, for ſpake, read ſpeaks pag. 33. line 
laſt, for Revelation, read relation. pag. 41. lin. 20: for im- 
perative, read Superiour. pag. 53. lin. 14. read ſubjoyne. pa 
F6. lin. 37. for Anſwer, read reply. from pages. 56. and. 
66. the pages are miſfhigured. pag. 62. lin. 33. read Pr. 
An. pag, 64 lin. laſt, rezd Pr. An. pag. 72. lin.” 27» 
not, read nor {.in, .3z for which. read, ſfach as. 

. $0, 1. g. del. whioh p. $1.1.33. r.a perfe cleanſing p. 82, 
."F. r. work in part. p. 83. 1, 1. f. that as. r- thata. p. 84. 
L 5. f. is r. Teſus. 1. 33. r. yourdeceitful. p. 85. 1. 31. del. 
31. |. 30. r.,p. 35. 1. 37. r. and cup. p. 87. |. F- r. ſuch 
a great. |. 7. f, any r. all 1. 19. r, we are not. 29. r. theire infants 
p- 88. 1. 8. f.85.r. 35.1, 17. f.- the r. theire. 24. f. the. x. 
theire, 3g. del. the. : 


